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Published on behalf of  Eight Ash Green Parish Council 
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County Cars 
--------------------O F   C O L C H E S T E R   L I M I T E D-------------------- 

 
T e l : 0 1 2 0 6   5 7 6 0 4 4 

w w w. c o u n t y c a r s - c o l c h e s t e r . c o . u k 
 

We are an independent, prestige used car specialist. 
We specialize in BMW, Mercedes and Audi. You will 

also find other makes of prestige used cars within our 
stock. 

 
Our stock is carefully hand selected, so that it allows 

us to offer all of our used cars for sale with a 12 month 
AA dealer guarantee. 

 
Once you have made your selection, we then service 

and MOT your new vehicle prior to your collection.  
 

Please visit us or call us for any help or advice you 
may need. 

 
Kevin, Jonathan or Symon will be only too pleased to 

help you. 
 

tive prestige vehicles within our range.  
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Dennis Willetts, Publicity Officer: I moved to 
the village 11 years ago because my children were attend-
ing a nearby school. Until then I had always lived in town 
centres. The poor public transport came as a shock, and it 
has been disheartening to watch our local shops and Post 
Office gradually disappear. I am now semi-retired, which 
gives me plenty of time for my duties as Borough Council-
lor for the West Bergholt and Eight Ash Green Ward. Dur-
ing 2009 I will be editor of the Village Newsletter.  I look 
forward to our team producing the Parish Plan.  

Martin Wright, Chairman: Let me begin by 
introducing myself. My name is Martin Wright and I have 
lived in the Wood Lane since 2004, so in village terms I 
am new on the block. However, many of you will already 
know me from my involvement with the Eight Ash Green 
Action Group and the Festival Committee. Now much to 
the consternation of my long suffering family I have 
accepted the Parish Council’s invitation to lead the EAG 
Parish Plan Group. 

Richard Brown, Treasurer: I am a Parish 
Councillor, a member of the Eight Ash Green Action Group 
and chairman of the Festival Organising Committee. Over 
the next year the Parish Plan Group will be holding events 
for everyone to come forward and give their views on what 
would you like from the village. This plan and statement 
will consist of what the residents suggest. My other interest 
for the village is our summer Festival, for all to enjoy. We 
would like to hear from all village organisations so you can 
all be part of the festival.  

Andrew Cook, Secretary; I moved here 2 years 
ago with my young family. We were looking for some-
where rural on the outskirts of Colchester. I am a qualified 
planner and transport engineer, skills that will assist in the 
production of the plan. I joined the Parish Plan Group so 
that I can make a difference in the community we live in 
and ensure that the village thrives and develops in the 
coming years in the way that we the villagers want rather 
that having unacceptable development or reduction in 
facilities imposed upon us by others. 

Tel 01206 240314 

 

 

Tel 07894 789107                         



Cllr Andrew Cook, 3 Searle Way, Eight Ash Green, CO6 3QS, 07977 075761, 
handacook@yahoo.co.uk. I moved here 2 years ago with my 
young family. We were looking for somewhere rural on the out-
skirts of Colchester. I am a qualified planner and transport engi-
neer, skills that will assist in the Parish Council. I joined the Par-
ish Council so that I can make a difference in the community we 
live in and ensure that the village thrives and develops in the 
coming years in the way that we the villagers want rather that 
having unacceptable development or reduction in facilities im-
posed upon us by others. 



Introduction from Martin Wright,  
Chairman of the EAGPP Group 

The Parish Plan and Village Design Statement is an idea that I believe  
will greatly benefit the village and make it a place that all of our 
children and grand children will be happy to grow up in and enjoy. 

Essex County Council’s “Park & Ride” fiasco brought me lots of new 
friends within the village and helped to foster village unity. Many 
volunteers worked  tirelessly to stop a Park & Ride scheme being 
foisted on the village in an entirely unsuitable location.  They would 
probably have preferred not to have had to take up arms in the first 
place. A Parish Plan will stop a repeat of this planning nightmare for 
local residents.  

So do you want to sit on the sidelines and let the bandits from 
Chelmsford, Braintree, Maldon and the rest of the County decide what 
is needed in Eight Ash Green?. The alternative is to mobilise behind 
the Parish Plan Group and prevent outsiders foisting their decisions on 
our village. 

The issues that a Parish Plan can address include: 
• Preventing further deterioration of our already poor bus service. 
• Supporting our local shops and  struggling businesses. 
• Building more affordable 2 and 3 bedroom houses, rather than a 

preponderance of 5, 6, and 7 bedroom homes,  
• Stopping young families having to move out of the village 

because there are no suitable homes available. 
I want to make our voices heard now, and to have a head start in the 
race to make the Council sit up and listen. Tell them what our 
community really needs and how we can make it a better happier and 
stronger community. 

Therefore I call on all of you to help us, as much as you can, with our 
project to produce a Parish Plan for the village. This will give you all a 
significant say in how our village develops over the next ten years. 

The Parish Plan Group is working for, and in close cooperation with 
Eight Ash Green Parish Council. I truly believe that if you don’t feel like 
playing your part by giving a couple of hours to help us prepare the 
village plan,  or even just filling in the questionnaire that to be delivered 
to you in spring next year, then perhaps you live in the wrong village. 



Andrew Cook explains what is a Parish Plan 
The Parish Plan is a Community-led plan for the village. It complements the 
wider planning framework for the borough which is being developed by Col-
chester Borough Council and will shape future development in the town and 
surrounding areas between now and 2021. It gives a cogent local view of how 
the village should develop in the wider context of the Borough Council’s Plan 
with specific focus on what we the community would like to see. 
The essential characteristics of a community-led plan are: 
• It is produced at the local level and is in turn representative of the views of 

the village as a whole. 
• It enables local community groups to become actively involved in the deci-

sion-making process affecting the future of their village. 
The process of producing a community–led plan includes extensive appraisal 
and survey work. The plan is based upon evidence gathered via questionnaires 
and local community consultation. This establishes local needs and aspirations, 
highlights opinion and priorities, thereby developing a vision for the future of the 
local community. 
The final document will be split into two key sections; 
1. Development of a Parish Plan outlining a range of social, environmental 

and economic issues affecting the village. It produces two main types of 
outcome 

Actions – to be undertaken by local groups 
Proposals – to influence actions, decisions and policies of other organi-

sations including EAG Parish Council, Colchester Borough Council 
and Essex County Council. 

2. Development of the Village Design Statement 
Describes the character of the village, both built and natural 
Produces design guidance to influence change and improve the physical 

qualities of the village 
Gives a clear statement of what is special, unique and distinctive about 

the character of the village in terms of its appearance. 
On average the plan and design statement can take more than two years to 
complete and is lead by a central group of individuals who through regular 
meetings and activities, drive the process forward. 
I hope by now you may be asking yourself how you might get involved, well, 
there is always room for willing volunteers on the working group but if you just 
want a chance to get your views heard then there will be a series of events tak-
ing place in the village during the spring and summer of 2009 and the question-
naire will be distributed to each household as well as being available on the 
website. More details can be found elsewhere in this Newsletter, or by checking 
at www.eightashgreen.com which contains up-to-date details. 



LITTLE MALTINGS 
 

Feline Lodge (Cattery) 
Fully approved 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbotts Lane 
Eight Ash Green 

Colchester CO6 3QL 
 

01206 564401 
07956 429102 

Prop. Brenda Eagland 

THE FUTURE OF EIGHT ASH GREEN. 
DO YOU CARE? 

What is special about EAG? 
What are the problems? 

What are the improvements? 
 

Find out how everyone can have Their Say  
and turn Ideas Into Action through a  

Parish Plan  
The Village Hall on    

8pm Wednesday 18th March 
 

IT’S YOUR VILLAGE, 
COME ALONG AND GET INVOLVED IN YOUR FUTURE 
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January  
2009 

Quarterly Newsletter, introducing Parish Plan.  
Initial consultations via www.eightashgreen.com 

February Initial consultations with village groups about the 
Parish Plan process  

March General Village Meeting, Consultations at Coffee 
Mornings & Book Fayre & impromptu events 

April Quarterly Newsletter.  Collate village issues 
identified during February & March. 

May May-Fayre on Seven Star Green (4th May).  
Further consultation on village needs  

June Produce the main Parish Plan Questionnaire based 
on peoples’ opinions of the needs of the village 

July Launch of Parish Plan Questionnaire at the Village 
Festival (18th July). Questionnaire to all homes 

August House-to-House visits to those who have not 
returned their questionnaire 

September Initial analysis of results. Produce the “Village 
Needs” statements. 

October Further detailed analysis of results 

November Publication of Key Issues and the first draft of the 
Design Statement 

December Produce summary document 

January  
2010 

Results presented at a General Village meeting. 
Final polish of the plan. 

February Presentation of the Parish Plan to EAG Parish 
Council for adoption. 

March Well earned rest for the team. 
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It was with some intrepidity, that as Publicity Officer for 
the Parish Plan Group, I agreed to re-start and to edit 
the Quarterly Newsletter during 2009. 
 
A Parish Plan is all about communications. The people 
of the village communicate their views on how the 
village should grow, develop and prosper. The Parish 
Council then approve and communicate this Plan to 
the Borough Council, the County Council and other 
relevant decision making bodies. 
 
In an electronic age, when the majority of villagers have e-mail and internet 
services, you might ask the question “Do we really need a paper-based 
Village Newsletter”. Our initial consultations with a cross-section of villagers 
was quite surprising. Many preferred the more tangible paper newsletter to 
the rather abstract webpage or email. It arrives at your home. It can be read 
away from your computer, in bed, in the bath or in the greenhouse. It can be 
filed away in your treasures box or shared with others. 
 
The down-side is that a newsletter is expensive. It costs 90p per copy to 
print, although after the support of a stalwart group of advertisers, the final 
cost to the Parish Council is considerably less. It then has to be delivered 
throughout the village by a dedicated band of Parish Plan volunteers. 
 
We are at the start of an extremely important series of communications 
about the future of the village. I hope that the Quarterly Village Newsletter 
assists in understanding the Parish Plan process, and also encourage 
villagers to formulate their views on the future development of our 
community. 
 
If you wish to make known your views during the initial consultation on the 
Parish Plan, you may fill in the electronic form found on the Village Web-site 
at www.eightashgreen.com or you may send your opinions and 
suggestions to the Parish Plan Group at: The Retreat, Wood Lane, Fordham 
Heath, CO3 9TR. 
 
Might I thank the many contributors and advertisers who have made 
possible this edition of the Village Newsletter. Finally, the deadline for 
contributions to the next edition is 31st March 2009. 
 
Dennis Willetts 



Derek Franklin, Parish Council Chairman’s column 

How, Where and Why? How did I become a Parish Councillor, Where did 
it occur? Simple, when I was walking past the Village Hall one Wednesday 
evening, I was accosted by some mature Hoodies. They enticed me into 
the Hall pressed the “Parish Penny” into my hand, made me repeat the 
“Parochial Oath” and declared me a Parish Councillor. Apparently locally 
within this Parish, the ceremony is called volunteering . 

Why have I not escaped?  Well I found the mature Hoodies were a really 
nice bunch of people dedicated to improving village life, trying to protect 
the environment and village rights. It is a privilege to work with them. The  
Village had become fragmented until faced with the “Park and Ride” 
proposal. Such was the community spirit in seeing off the bad guys, that 
some residents decided with Parish Council support, to build on this, so 
the campaign was followed by the successful “Fun Day”.  

What has been achieved in 2008? The successes must include the 
ownership of Abbotts Lane Pond, which by the dedication of the Residents 
working party is now becoming a local beauty spot.  

There is much routine work: repairing Parish street lights; attending to dog 
bins & potholes; maintenance of the heaths, greens, ponds and footpaths; 
cutting of verges and hedges. We consider all planning applications. This 
is some times controversial. Within our limited powers we support those 
applications which are generally in keeping with the village, and opposed 
those applications which would detrimentally affect our rural environment. 
Sadly we are not always successfully. We are at the moment in 
discussions with  Colchester Borough Planning about erosion of rights on 
Blind Lane. It could be we need to wake up the Knights of Park and Ride!. 

We have moved forward with the provision of more facilities in the village 
for young people. We have forged closer links with the Police through 
representation on the Neighbourhood Action Panel. The Parish Council 
continues to monitor response to anti-social behaviour. 

We have established a Parish Plan Group, a New Youth Group and a 
Youth Forum. The Council is financing the re-start of the Village 
Newsletter and the development of a new EAG village website.  

The Parish Council will continue in 2009 to build on our achievements of 
2008. We will support a wide range of community events in 2009.  

We know that things are becoming tough, our objectives in 2009 are “to be 
prudent with community funds but help wherever we can”. And in 
conclusion, as Tiny Tim said “God Bless us One and All”.  



SATURN MOTOR 
SERVICES 

 
WYVERN FARM 
LONDON ROAD 

STANWAY 
COLCHESTER 

 
TEL 01206 213323 

MOBILE: 07725 321033 

SERVICING, 
MOT’S, REPAIRS 

 
ALL MECHANICAL 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 
30+ YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
 

REASONABLE 
RATES 

 
QUALITY LOCAL 

SERVICE 

 
 
 
 

J R FISHER Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
————————————————————————————————— 

Gas Safe Register (formerly Corgi)  
 

Complete Bathroom & Ensuite Installations, 
including tiling 

Central Heating Installations/Alterations/Power-Flushing 
Boiler Changes & Breakdown Repairs 

Gas Boiler Servicing – gas safety certificates issued to 
homeowners, landlords & tenants 

 

Tel/Fax 01206 243334 / Mobile 07771 646590 
Email fisherpenberry@aol.com 



� �� ��(
�� �� ���� 
������� 
�� �
��' )�����
There is never a dull moment here at Holy Trinity and as I write this the 
Christmas holidays will soon be upon us. Christmas in any primary school is 
always an exciting and busy time but it is a particularly poignant time in a 
church school. Here at Holy Trinity important occasions in the Christian cal-
endar are always celebrated and time is given to the children to reflect on 
the reasons behind the festivals we celebrate. This Christmas we had two 
“performances” of our key stage one (infant) children’s nativity service. So 
many schools these days seem to be abandoning the traditional nativity for 
more secular performances however we value this opportunity to demon-
strate the Christmas story in front of the other pupils, parents and visitors. It 
was certainly well received by our visitors – not a dry eye in the house! 

Last night was a very moving occasion as we held our traditional carols by 
candlelight service in All Saints Church, Fordham. This was an evening ser-
vice involving the whole school, although the older children took the main 
parts, reading the Christmas story beautifully from the gospels. The tradi-
tional carols were accompanied by the Up-Beat Windband and this provided 
a truly Christmassy feel.  

In addition to the traditional celebrations we had an R.E. theme day. This 
was a reflective, collaborative and creative day which saw children working 
with other children of all ages to investigate different aspects of the Christ-
mas story through all areas of the curriculum. Examples of the work carried 
out included making angels after some thought provoking discussion from 
the children about how they viewed angels and making boxes of promises, 
having discussed that it’s not just the cost of something that makes it spe-
cial. The day was a most worthwhile experience and all children came away 
with a greater understanding of the Christian meaning of Christmas. The 
children had the opportunity to share some very thought provoking questions 
and sentiments demonstrating a real sense of care and concern for others. 

Being a small school of just 130 pupils we pride ourselves on our family 
ethos and Christmas is a great opportunity for us to promote the family feel-
ing here. In December we always take the whole school to the pantomime at 
the Mercury Theatre and it is very touching to see the ways in which the 
older children really do look after the younger ones. We also have Christmas 
dinner together where our in house catering team do us proud.  

School life is always busy and it is a privilege to be part of it. We are a happy 
school with a tremendously dedicated, committed and hardworking staff who 
put the children at the heart of everything they do. We always welcome visi-
tors to our school so if you would like to meet us and see us in action don’t 
hesitate to contact the school office, Tel: 01206 240880. 

Happy New Year,  Sue Wilson and Helen Craig, Co- Headteachers 
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My name is Mike Lee and I am the Police Sergeant responsible 
for the policing of the North Colchester Rural Community. After 
some time I am delighted to say that we now have a full 
complement of officers working from Copford Police station, who 
although new to this station are not necessarily new to the area.  

I am not going to name them all as there are only two names 
you need to remember, that is PC Vicky Sanders and PCSO 
Sue Donaldson. Vicky is the Neighbourhood Specialist Officer 
(NSO) and Sue is your Community officer. They are your points 
of contact for any issue that is affecting your lifestyle.  

Vicky, Sue and I will strive to work alongside your Parish 
Councils, Neighbourhood Action Panels and other community 
groups with the intention of reducing crime in your area and to 
bring offenders to justice.  

Recently there have been a number of thefts in the Eight Ash 
Green area from gardens and vehicles. Also we have received a 
number of complaints relating to anti-social behaviour. When the 
loser, or those most affected by the incident, do contact the 
police, they are failing to provide relevant information as to who 
may be committing these offences.  

So often I hear the comment "Everyone knows who is doing it, 
why don’t the police arrest them?” The usual reason is a lack of 
evidence. Please, if you see something suspicious or witness an 
event can you ensure that your information gets to the police. 
That may be via a local member of the community, for example 
a neighbourhood watch member, if you do not want to contact 
us directly. But please be prepared to talk to us. 

You can contact us on 0300 333 4444 or 07966197134 or via 
the Essex Police website www.essex.police.uk . 



EIGHT ASH GREEN 
CRICKET CLUB 
 

The C lub  ce lebra ted  i ts 
Diamond Jubilee in style last year 
and looks forward to starting the 
next sixty years in a similar 
fashion. We run three senior 
teams, one women’s team and 
seven youth teams and are 
always interested to hear from 
new members.  
 

For general club information 
details of nets and games visit 
our web site at www.eagcc.com 
after Christmas when it will be 
updated with all the 2009 season 
fixtures and contacts.  
 

Richard Parker,  
Youth Chairman 

EIGHT ASH GREEN ACTION GROUP 
Just to let you know that the Action Group Committee are continuing to meet 
and keep a watchful eye on the former proposed site for park and ride in 
Eight Ash Green. The Inspector’s Report on the Council’s Local 
Development Framework – the 15 year blueprint for the Borough – was 
expected this autumn.  We know there are proposals for the expansion of 
the village that have been lodged with the Council to be considered as part 
of this forthcoming Local Development Framework Site Allocations stage.  
This brings the possibility that park and ride schemes could re-emerge and 
for this reason, at our last meeting, we agreed to defer the AGM until 
January 2009.  This would enable the Action Group to consider any 
information that emerged on possible major developments in and around the 
village which could affect future park and ride policy. 

For this reason we feel we should keep the Action Group going until we 
have heard the outcome of these council meetings and we hope for a high 
attendance at the AGM for the villagers to voice their opinion.  We look 
forward to seeing you at our meetings. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Alan Chapman   Chairman, Eight Ash Green Action Group 
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Squeak! Squeak!. AT LAST I have got 
my squeak back. The new doors at 
Eight Ash Green Church are really 
splendid and provide a fitting entrance 
to my home. Designed by the world-
famous Architect, Quinlan Terry, and 
made by the finest craftsmen in the 
village, they fit so well is it really 
difficult to squeeze under them after I 
have had a good nibble of damp hymn 
book and old communion biscuit.   We 
are now draught-free and the kitchen 
is a great boon. But it is also singularly 
devoid of my favourite cheese. 
 
Church mice believe that Eight Ash 
Green Church should now be used 
more. With its new doors, new kitchen and modern loo, we want to see 
greater social use of the building, particularly for cheese and wine events. 
We mice observe that the more wine the humans drink, the more cheese 
they drop on the floor. HURRAH!!.  
 
Unfortunately cousin-mouse at Fordham Church is in for a more difficult time. 
She tells me that they are planning to remove the old organ, with its 
deliciously digestible leather bits (installed in 1893, but which still provides a 
decent meal from time to time) and replace it with an modern electronic 
organ.  
 
Let me give you the mouse perspective on electronic organs. They are full of  
obnoxious electrical wires with plastic insulation, much favoured by the 
uncouth rat population. We mice have a much more refined digestive system. 
Plastic is yuk. Plastic is vile. Plastic is for rats. 
 
Anyway the new electronic organ at Fordham will no doubt be irreparable in 5 
years time as the manufacturer will change the model. What is wrong with 
putting the old organ in an organ loft when they refurbish the Church, thus 

preserving a historical instrument and creating the extra 
space they need. There is nowt so daft as folk. 
 
Meanwhile, Eight Ash Green is the place to be. Perhaps 
my cousin will come over and join us. There is a food 
service every first Sunday of the month at 11.15am. 
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THE BIGGEST PLUMBING JOB IN THE VILLAGE 
 
For you DIY plumbers, 
this is the ultimate 
challenge. You may 
have started-off on 
B&Q 15mm quick-fit 
water pipes and 
graduated onto 22mm 
copper pipe. The 
boldest may even have 
worked on 28mm.  
 
But the water pipe 
being put through the 
village over the next 2-3 
years is a whopping 
1200mm in diameter.  
 
It will carry water from 
the River Stour at 
Wormingford to the 
enlarged Abberton 
Reservoir. The route of 
the pipe and the trench 
are shown on the 
village map.  
 
A Storage & Works 
area will be created on 
the south side of the 
1124 Halstead Road.  
 
Expect  s igni f icant 
disruption throughout 
the village during this 
major project. 



The Eight Ash Green Village Archive Society  
By David Heather 

 
EVAS – The Eight Ash Green Village Archive Society, with a membership 
of about twenty-five was active in the village for well over ten years. Its 
members produced four publications and a photographic archive.  

Walking in Eight Ash Green (1989) by Peter Jones with an introduction 
by Reg Greenwold, then Parish Council Chairman, who sadly died in 
2008. This double sided A4 publication included a contribution by a foot-
paths officer entitled Walking Footpaths. All of the footpaths, bridleways 
and the village boundary were shown. 

Eight Ash Green (1991) Joanne Crawshaw of Daisy Green, wrote and 
published this excellent six page booklet which is of special interest to 
village newcomers. 

Portrait of a Village EVAS (1991) by Peter and Jenny  Jones from The 
Walk, ran to ten pages with 29 photographs and is really fascinating. 

Eight Ash Green–A History (1995) with 31 pages is mainly text and 
builds upon the previous publications. Anna Greenwold, Julia Dymond, 
Joanne Crawshaw, with David Robinson undertook considerable re-
search to produce this very well-written booklet, complete with maps, 
drawings and photographs. 

Parish People (1993) is a truly remarkable collection of 110 photographs 
of Eight Ash Green parishioners, each with a brief biography, taken and 
compiled by Roley Greenwold in the summer of 1993. 

EVAS members, including Janet, Ken and Joan Free, Helen and James 
Swinstead, Vic Lewis, Jenny Scott, Shirley Kitch, and Diane Heather, 
hosted meetings, arranged speakers, and organised walks, talks, and 
visits. One such evening was held in a World War II Pillbox complete with 
Vera Lynn songs, Dig for Victory posters and corned beef sandwiches. 
The EVAS speciality, however, was Christmas suppers. Members wore 
period dress, often assisted and made by Roley Greenwold, Meanwhile 
Charles Dymond researched ancient recipes for these occasions. 

EVAS was organisationally laissez-faire. Sue and Ron Pettitt undertook 
much of the printing and production while Anna and Roley Greenwold 
actively ensured that everything ran smoothly.  EVAS last met in 2003 
and the £500 in the kitty was donated to Eight Ash Green School.     

EVAS is now history. 
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If you closely examine the east facing side of the EAG village sign on 
Seven Star Green you will see the above illustration of Maypole dancing in 
the village.  This was a popular event in the local calendar up to the 1930s. 

Maypole dancing dates back to the time when the Romans occupied the 
British Isles. The beginning of May was a very important  five-day feast for 
the Romans. It was devoted primarily to that time when flowers break into 
bloom and crops begin to grow strongly. 

Kings Charles I and James I explicitly allowed maypole dancing even on 
Sundays. But the Maypole tradition suffered a setback for a couple of 
decades from 1644 when the Puritan Long Parliament banned Maypole 
dancing, Christmas and any other form of enjoyment other than prayer or 
worship. The Stuart monarchy quickly saw the return of the Maypole. 

In most English villages the bringing of the Maypole from the woods was a 
great occasion and was accompanied by much rejoicing and merrymaking. 
They were often the focus of intense rivalries between villages, who would 
steal one another's poles.  

The addition of intertwining ribbons is a relatively modern development, 
influenced by a combination of 19th century theatrical fashion and 
visionary individuals such as John Ruskin.  

Provided there is sufficient support, the EAG Festival Committee will be 
organising maypole dancing on Seven Star Green on May Day, 4th May 
2009. We hope to have a demonstration by the village primary school, 
followed by maypole dancing competitions for children, adults and senior 
citizens. 
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BRICK KILN FARM 
 
 
 

FRESH FREE  
RANGE EGGS &  

LOCAL PRODUCE 
Open 7 days a week 8am to 1pm 

 

Tele 01206 213509 
For free local delivery 

 

W & DT Ralph 
Brick Kiln Farm 
Turkey Cock Lane 
Stanway CO3 8ND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DJ Henners Ltd 

Computer Forensic &  
Expert Witness Service 

 
Dorset House, Duke Street 

Chelmsford, CM1 1TB 
 

Laboratory in  
Eight Ash Green 

01206 248628 
Ext 5000 
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Yes, you are quite right, there is no Women’s 
Institute in our village - why not you ask?  
 
There was a WI in the village for many years 
but unfortunately this closed a few years ago. 
There was no one willing to take on the 
positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer 
and as with any organisation you have to have 
these officers for the group to function. Of 
course this does not stop other ladies getting 
together and opening another WI in this village.  
 
The WI is an educational organisation (in the very widest 
sense). It is a non-religious and non-political group and caters 
for all ages. Maybe you have read about WI's that have opened 
in London recently - meeting in a pub at lunch time with a glass 
of wine and a speaker. In fact at the beginning of December a 
group of young women got together and have opened one up in 
Colchester. Certainly younger ladies are joining to learn older 
and newer crafts, to listen to speakers on various subjects ie, 
the Eco Climate, carbon footprint, your local community or the 
NHS and of course to make new friends.  
 
Some village residents already belong to Fordham or Aldham 
WI's. Among future subjects/speakers at Fordham WI are: A 
Paramedic, Flower arranging and Home Fire Safety. At Aldham 
WI speakers include the History of Colchester Cinemas, Women 
in Africa and the Changing shape of Fashion 
 
If you would like to know more or visit these local WI's or feel 
you would like to start one in EAG, give me a ring and I will help 
you make this happen.  
 
Judith Rose - 240426  
 



The Cricketers 
��������	
������� 
Fresh Homemade Food right on your door step. 

Why not come and warm yourself up with a great 
meal and a drink next to our fantastic open log fire? 

We are a family business offering a warm and 
very welcoming atmosphere to everyone. 

We serve food from 12noon everyday till 9pm apart from 
Sundays where we stop at 8pm.�

You name the occasion and we cater for it from birthday 
parties, wedding receptions to large meetings or club 

meets. 

For the first time we now have our own mini bus so you can 
drink and we will drive!! 

2 Main Meals for just £10.00 available from 12noon till 
9pm Monday to Friday!!  Or choose off our specials if 
you fancy something a bit different. 

Remember coming soon, Valentines day, 
Mothering Sunday & the Easter Bank Holiday!! 

Need a Challenge?  Next quiz is the 21/01/2009 from 8pm! 

The Cricketers, Spring Lane, Fordham Heath, Colchester, CO3 9TG.   

Tel: 01206 240 666,    Email: thepubman@live.co.uk 
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Rotarians, men and women alike, volunteer their efforts to improve the 
quality of life in their own communities and beyond. The Rotary motto 
is “Service above Self”. 

Rotary Clubs meet weekly and are non-political and non-religious. 
Club membership represents a cross section of local business and 
professions. The first club was the Rotary Club of Chicago, formed in 
1905 by lawyer Paul Harris and three friends. They wished to 
recapture the friendly spirit he had felt in the small town where he had 
grown-up. The name “Rotary” was derived from the early practice of 
rotating meetings amongst members’ offices. 

Although Eight Ash Green does not have its own Rotary Club, there 
are four in Colchester. The Clubs undertake community projects, 
youth projects, and support the work of Rotary’s international 
charities. In Colchester young people participate in Rotary’s public 
speaking competitions, young musician competition, career events, 
mock interviews, and in literacy projects including helping junior pupils 
to read. 

In our own local community, here in Eight Ash Green, the Doucecroft 
School for autistic children was given a boost to its facilities by the 
Rotary Club of Colchester Forum, who raised over £2500 to provide 
equipment for a special “sensory room”. 

As this article was being written, the Rotary Club of Colchester Forum 
was responding to an urgent appeal for funds to help provide aid to 
tens of thousands of displaced people in four countries following a 
succession of humanitarian crises. Joining with hundreds of other 
clubs around the world, the club has sent a further £500 from its 
emergency fund. This provides a ShelterBox that includes a tent, a 
stove, a water purification kit, blankets, tools and other necessities to 
help a family of 10 survive for six months. 

Rotarian Brian Gant, of Abbotts Lane, EAG, was President of 
Colchester Forum Rotary Club last year, and will be delighted to 
provide further information to anyone interested in joining Rotary.  He 
can be contacted on 01206 547620. 



ASHCROFT REST HOME 
 
Family-run home 
Established 25 years 
CSCI Registered–  
Dementia Care 
 
Specialists in  
caring for clients  
with Dementia  
and Alzheimer’s 
 
 

Our objective is to provide 
for the health and social 
needs of each of our 
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h 
professionalism, compassion 
and experience. We will care 
for them as an individual 
through understanding, 
respect and dignity. 
 

Please contact Andrea or Barbara for further information 
 

Telephone 01206 767367 
 

Visit our website at  
www.ashcroftresthome.co.uk 
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You may not be aware of this but the Methodist Church has had a 
presence in Eight Ash Green for well over 100 years. The church 
has served and witnessed to the community in many ways and 
seeks to look to the future in respect of promoting God’s work. 

Society continually changes and people are seemingly busier than 
in previous generations, reality applies in a church as much as 
anywhere else. The available resources, both physical and financial, 
dictate what can be done and what cannot be done. However, 
despite this situation which is, sadly, not uncommon for churches, 
the EAG Methodist Church provides an active events programme.  

First and foremost to what the church stands for is the weekly 
Sunday morning service of worship. This is taken by our own regular 
minister the Rev Ruth Ridge as well as local preachers and visiting 
clergy. The atmosphere combines a welcoming and friendly 
informality with the serious side of what the service delivers to local 
Christians. Holy Communion is provided once a month as is a bible 
study session and there are also regular Monday prayer meetings. 
Any local residents interested in any of these would receive a warm 
welcome. 

While the service may stand as the lead player in the church’s 
events, it has a supporting cast which includes a fortnightly women’s 
club on Monday evenings, coffee mornings and bring and buys 
throughout the year, and a number of very popular enjoyable and 
entertaining jazz (and other music) evenings featuring very talented 
musicians. Additional events are held as and when opportunities 
arise.  

The church is part of the Colchester Circuit which comprises 14 
local churches such as at Lexden, Marks Tey, Boxted and West 
Bergholt. There is an open and friendly welcome to anyone locally 
who would like to share in the events.  

Our society seems to be increasingly impersonal, fragmented and 
too busy to think. Why not take some time to consider meaning in 
your life and look at your relationships with God and your fellows?  

We look forward to seeing you at Eight Ash Green Methodist 
Church.  
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The Parish Council for some years has tried to provide youth 
facilities within the Parish with limited success. We identified a 
need for a basket ball court and shelter in the Fiddlers Folly or 
Porters Close area and a play-centre in the Fordham Heath area. 
Surveys will be circulated in early 2009 to obtain residents views. 

There are many youth activities available within the village which 
the Parish Council wish to support and promote. In view of this, a 
meeting was called to form a Youth Forum and there was an 
indication from those present that there was support for such a 
group. 

In view of this, invitations will be sent for a further meeting to take 
place early 2009 to formalise a group to include :- The Holy Trinity 
School, The Church Youth Club, The Scouts and uniformed 
groups, Pre-school Playgroups, The Karate Club, Cricket Club, 
Football Club, Carpet bowls club and the presently being formed 
Eight Ash Green Youth Group. We hope to have observers from 
Essex County Youth Service and Association of Essex Boys Clubs. 

The EAG Youth Group has now agreed its Constitution. It has 
formed a management committee and is establishing a Youth 
Group to meet 3 Wednesdays a month in the Village Hall. 

We do need volunteers to help with the Youth Group, the Football 
Club and other community activities. 

It may be a surprise but the young people have pointed out that 
they would like to help in some way provide facilities for the other 
groups in the village “the over-60 boys and girls (EAG Crew)”. They 
suggest a weekly morning “Drop in Centre” for a cup of tea or 
coffee available for anyone. 

I think 2009 could see the start of schemes to improve the situation 
for our young people and for the over 60-year olds.   

Please contact the Parish Council and get involved in any way 
you can.     

Derek Franklin,  
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The Up Beat Wind Band started up two 
years ago, and we practice at Holy Trinity 
Primary School on a Wednesday night 
from 6.30pm till 7.45pm. The School have 
been very supportive to the Band and I 
am very grateful for all their 
encouragement. 
 
We have a variety of ages and abilities in the Band, but we all 
help each other and I think our rehearsals have a fun and 
friendly atmosphere. A number of families come to the Band 
practices - all are welcome!  
 
We have played at a few events, but I hope to do more next 
year, possibly Eight Ash Green Music Festival if we are 
asked??? 
 
We are always looking for more members (any age, any 
ability) and would consider any instrument from a Kazoo to a 
French Horn! If you are interested please phone me on 01206 
562668, and I will be happy to answer any questions you may 
have. If you want to start to play an instrument there is no 
time like the present!!! 
 
The Band is run by David Clark. He has lived in Eight Ash 
Green for the past 13 years after leaving the Army.  
 
Dave writes ”I was a musician in the Army for many years, 
and now teach brass and woodwind in a number of local 
schools. I also teach privately, and thought how nice it would 
be to start a local Band. I hope you all have a happy and 
peaceful 2009, apart from the noise from our Practice 
Sessions”. 
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The Parish Council is the voice of the village and as such are 
consulted on many issues within the village, such as planning, 
new major developments, road signing etc.  We are also 
consulted on issues outside the village that can effect the 
village. 
 
We are also responsible for chasing up both Borough and 
County Council departments on areas for which they are 
responsible, such as street lights and road repairs. 

 
The Parish Council is responsible for maintenance and repair of 
local facilities. These include the Heath and ponds, bus shelters 
and other council owned areas in the village.  

 
The Council has also taken on the task of acting as a fund 
raiser to work with organisations such as the East Essex 
Forum, the Clerks’ Forum, the County and Borough Councils, 
the Lottery Fund and many others to obtain grants to provide 
facilities within the village at no cost to the rate payers.  
 
To summarise: The advantages of having a locally elected body 
of local residents working purely for the interests of Eight Ash 
Green are manifold. Central Government are beginning to 
realise the advantages of devolving power down to local level 
and are actively encouraging the creation of parish and ward 
councils in areas without them.  

 
However, none of this works without feedback. If you have any 
complaints or suggestions please contact one of your 
Councillors or our Clerk. Even better why not attend one of our 
Parish Council meetings. They are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall where 
you will have a chance to have your say. 
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Its January. The Christmas decorations are down after being 
force-fed mince pies at every turn. After weeks of eating party 
food, when most of us do finally stop we come crashing down 
with the latest bug or illness. The new year cheer finds us 
flabby, unhealthy and rushing to buy the latest detox book, and 
join the newest gym. Or we do nothing but complain about our 
excess baggage. But this year is different you can and will 
change and you can and will get out of this ground hog situation 
that we all find ourselves in year after year. Excuses are easy -
its always next month – perhaps for my holiday – possibly for 
that wedding - after Christmas - in the new year. 

With the summer months on the horizon, “now” is a great time to 
knuckle down to some healthy living; loose the extra pounds, 
eat well to fight off colds and infections, get outside in the light 
for some healthy fitness walking to fend off seasonal 
depression, and stay fit. Starting from today, you can re-vamp 
your lifestyle and avoid the end-of-year slump, start working now 
and spend the rest of the year feeling healthy and proud, rather 
than tired and sick.  

But you look outside. You see the snow settling on the ground 
or the rain lashing down. You start to think about the walk to the 
class in the community. Then fear sets in. I haven’t got an 
umbrella?. I haven’t got a jacket?. What if I fall over in the 
slush?. What if I look silly?. 

No more excuses. New Year - New You. Come and join ABT 
BLAST - your local community keep fit class for all ages and 
abilities, aerobic routine followed by toning - designed for weight 
loss and improving all over body fitness.  

8.00pm - 9.00pm on Mondays at Holy Trinity Primary School, 
Eight Ash Green. Only £3.50 or £4.00 with discreet weigh-in. All 
you need is a Towel & Mat & Water (and a bit of Determination). 
Call Emma on 01206 213443 for more information (fully 
qualified YMCA teacher pre/post natal welcome). 

Have Fun. Lose Weight. Get Fit. What have you got to lose ?. 
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Eight Ash Green Scout Group was re-started 5 years ago by Marian 
Morris and Tony Chilver. After lots of hard work cleaning and repairing 
the HQ,  a small number of young people formed a Cub Pack. 

Since then we have formed a Beaver Colony and a Scout Troop. So 
now we have all the sections usually found in a Scout Group and can 
offer exciting and challenging Scouting to all young people from 6 to 14. 

The purpose of Scouting is to contribute to the development of young 
people in achieving their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual 
potentials, as individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of 
their local, national and international communities. However, if you ask 
our Young People why they enjoy Scouting they would probably say its 
fun, an adventure and good to be with friends.  

As this is our first article in the rejuvenated Village Newsletter, we have 
outlined our Sections and the format of the group. In future we will give 
you a flavour of what we have been up too and our achievements. 

Beavers, 6 to 8  year old, meet on a Friday at our HQ. 

Last year we completed several badges which included hobby and 
animal/pet badges. There is a huge focus on working together and 
playing team games and we find this really helps the children develop 
their social skills and of course sets them up for success as they 
prepare to go up into Cubs.  

We are looking forward in 2009…to do lots more fun and adventure, but 
only if we find some adults to lead us !!. 

Cubs, 8 to 10 ½ year old meet on a Thursday at our HQ  

Last year we had several camps and sleepovers. In the spring and 
summer we went out locally and further a field, such as crabbing at 
Brightlingsea, parading through Colchester Town Centre and building 
shelters in the woods.  

We are looking forward to more cooking on our self made fires, more 
visits and visitors, more making, doing, and learning, more nights away 
camping and joining in District events such as, cooking competition, 
chess tournament, cyclo cross, swimming gala, and lots more.  



Scouts 10 ½ to 14  year old meet on a Monday at our HQ 

Last year we had several ‘firsts’ for the Troop, with our first Troop ‘green 
field’ (traditional without running water etc.) summer camp, canoeing, 
challenges such as treasure hunts across part of the Essex Way, Winter 
Camp when those attending took part in Shooting, crate stacking, (Not for 
the feint hearted with ice on the tents!), and perhaps our most exciting 
event was when the Troop took to the skies as part of a ‘gliding 
experience’ on one of the clearest summer evenings of the year.  

We are looking forward to repeating some of these experiences in the 
year ahead & building on our successes, currently we are working on 
both the ‘Adventure & Promise Challenge Badges’ and as part of these 
we will be involving ourselves in the community & also hoping to add 
another first to our activities by going scuba diving for a night at a local 
pool, as well as many other weekly activities at the HQ. 

Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are run by adults who are volunteers. It is 
great fun and satisfying, working with the young people. We have a real 
team and enjoy ourselves too!!. 

The Group Executive is responsible for our administration, the 
maintenance of the HQ and our equipment, fundraising and the 
administration of finance, the insurance of people, property and 
equipment. It also joins in with the activities of the group. 

Richard Hudson.  Group Scout Leader 
Tel 0844 414 2746 or E-mail eag.scoutgroup@btinternet.com 

A message to ALL parents who like fun and excitement  
and are up for a challenge.  

Right on YOUR door step is the chance to join in the Scouting 
adventure. Its not only for the Young People, we need Adults to lead 

and support. Whatever YOU can offer we are grateful to accept. 
We need Adults who are able to work directly with the Young People 

in all Sections.  
Without the leadership and support of adults young people cannot 

experience the delights of Scouting.    
We will be happy to discuss all offers of help, no matter how much,  or 
what time you can offer. We will provide job descriptions also training 

as required.    

So Please call or mail us NOW. 



Cllr Ken Free, ‘Red House’, Seven Star Green, Colchester, CO6 3QB, 01206 
210598, kenfree@tiscali.co.uk. After 12 years on the Parish 
Council at the end of the last century with a particular 
involvement in planning matters, I stood down believing that 
new people bring new ideas. I came back in 2001 and this time 
was mainly concerned with the heaths and greens and new 
government rules on how Parish Councils should run. I was 
Chairman 2003-05 at a time when the very existence of the 
Council was in doubt due to lack of people willing to stand. We 
have now worked through that and have some excellent new 
(and young) blood on the Council." 

Cllr John Fisher, 4 Choats Wood, Fordham Heath, Colchester, CO3 9UY, 01206 
213717, fishers@fordham-heath.org.uk. I became a Councillor 
because I have a keen interest in the village and how it devel-
ops from planning issues to the environment we live in.  The 
setting up of a working group away from the Parish Council to 
look at all matters concerning the village is a great idea which I 
wholly support.  Hopefully this will also bring about more events, 
thus improving the community spirit as the village is so wide-
spread and there appears to be a continuous influx of new resi-
dents.' 

Cllr Richard Brown, 11 Spring Lane, Eight Ash Green, CO6 3QC, 07894 789107, 
richard.e.brown@hotmail.co.uk. I am Vice Chairman. I have lived in 
Spring Lane for the past 45 years. You could say I'm a local. My 
interests lie in maintaining Eight Ash Green’s character and 
identity, looking after its Footpaths, Heaths and Greens, to be 
enjoyed by us all for years to come. Another is working with the 
young people of the village. The Parish Council must find ways 
forward to provide play areas, shelters to meet in, but this is not an 
easy task. At the present the village has some volunteers who work 
with the Parish Council and the County Youth Services to start a 
village Youth Club, early signs of this are looking very positive, but 
we do need more volunteers to help out. 

Cllr  Derek Franklin (Chairman) Fossas, Turkey Cock Lane, Colchester, 01206 
210959 (Tel & Fax), derekfranklin@btinternet.com. I am a semi 
retired mechanical engineer. I moved to the village in 1968, firstly 
to The Walk, then in 1974 to Turkey Cock Lane . I formed the 
EAG FC, playing in the Colchester Sunday League. I later run the 
Scout group football team for a season. As a Parish Councillor I 
help as much as possible to retain the sense of a rural community. 
I have an interest in supporting anything which enhances the 
activities of young people in the village and providing support for 
the elderly which I believe can only be to the benefit of us all.  
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Cllr Christine Willetts, ‘The Retreat’, Wood Lane, Fordham Heath, CO3 9TR, 
01206 240314 ,christine.willetts@btinternet.com. I moved to 
the village 12 years ago and joined the Parish Council a 
short time later. I am a member of the sub-committee that 
examines all planning applications for the village, from small 
extensions to large developments, so I really welcome the 
production of a Parish Plan. My greatest interest however, is 
local public transport. I represent the village at the Parish 
Transport Coordination meetings at County Hall, where we 
are battling to get decent bus services for the villages on the 
outskirts of Colchester. 

Cllr Will Ralph, Brick Kiln Farm, Turkey Cock Lane, CO3 8ND. 01206 213509, 
debwillralph@aol.com. I have lived and worked in the Village 
all of my life. I farm in partnership with Debbie my wife in 
Turkey Cock Lane. I have an in-depth knowledge of the 
village and its inhabitants. I am a practical hands-on person 
who is out and about in the village most days. As a farmer, I 
care deeply for Eight Ash Green and the local environment. 
My special concern is the natural environment and wildlife. I 
play a full part in the work of the Parish Council. I particularly 
enjoy serving on the Heaths and Greens subcommittee.  

Cllr Katie Guilfoyle-Smith, 26 Porters Close, Fordham Heath, 01206 247095, 
Kate_guilfoye_smith@hotmail.co.uk, I joined the parish 
council originally from 2000 until 2004, and joined again 
during early 2007. I am involved with general parish council 
matters and have specific responsibility for rights of way & 
footpaths matters. I became a councillor in order to be more 
closely involved in the life of the village and to bridge the gap 
between residents and local issues. I have run a small ironing 
business in the area for the past ten years and have recently 
started a second business, selling handmade crafts and 
jewellery. 

Cllr Chris Gray, 19 Searle Way, Eight Ash Green, CO6 3QS, 07909 926811, har-
old.c.gray@btinternet.com. I moved from Lawford to Eight Ash 
Green just over five years ago, after the last of our 5 children 
flew the nest. We decided to downsize to a bungalow and EAG 
is the ideal area for us to live in.  I have recently retired from the 
Telecomms industry where I have spent all of my working life 
(apart from 12 years in the Royal Navy). Understandably, as a 
small Village we have a limited budget for projects, but I 
strongly believe that we need to focus on providing facilities for 
the young people in the area, and this initiative has already 
started. I would also like to encourage a greater participation 

from the Villagers at the Parish Council meetings and involvement in the various pro-
jects/activities that are underway. I hope I can be of service to the community 
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Essex County Council 0845 743 0430 

Colchester Borough Council 282222 

Eight Ash Green Parish Council 729200 

Holy Trinity Primary School 240880 

Stanway School 575488 

Village Hall booking 562860 

Police Sergeant Mike Lee 07966 197134 

Revd Dr Andy Saville (Church of England) 242112 

Revd Ruth Ridge (Methodist) 210141 

Monsignor Arthur Barrow (Catholic) 576898 

Zen Clinic (Dental & Cosmetic) Tollgate 762417 

Tollgate Heath Centre 710030 

The Brick & Tile 540468 

The Cricketers 240666 

Bernard Jenkin. MP 01376 564292 

Cllr Tony Clover, County Councillor 322291 

Cllr Jill Tod, Borough Councillor 366454 

Cllr Dennis Willetts, Borough Councillor 240314 

Derek Franklin, Chairman, Parish Council, 210959 

Richard Brown, Parish Councillor 07894 789107 

John Fisher, Parish Councillor 213717 

Ken Free, Parish Councillor 210598 

Chris Gray, Parish Councillor 07909 926811 

Katie Guilfoyle-Smith, Parish Councillor 247095 

Will Ralph, Parish Councillor 213509 

Christine Willetts, Parish Councillor 240314 
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Monday           Scouts (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 

19.00 Carpet Bowls Club, Village Hall 
20.00  ABT Blast, Keep Fit,  Holy Trinity Primary School 

Tuesday 19.30 Line Dancing, Village Hall 
19.30 WI, (1st Tuesday) Fordham Village Hall 
20.00 Harley Davidson Club (1st Tuesday), The Cricketers 

Wednesday 18.30 Up Beat Wind Band, Holy Trinity Primary School 
19.00 Wednesday Club (1st Wednesday) Village Hall 
19.30 Parish Council (2nd Wednesday) Village Hall 
20.00 Quiz night (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 
20.00 Mini Club (1st Wednesday) The Cricketers 
20.00 VW club (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 
 

Thursday 10.00 Daisy Beaders, (2nd Thursday) The Cricketers 
          Cubs (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.30 Christadelpians Bible Class, Village Hall 

Friday 09.30 Little Pickles, Village Hall 
16.30 Karate Club, Village Hall 
          Beavers (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.30 Mens’ Club, Village Hall 

Sunday 10.00 Worship, EAG Methodist Church 
10.00 Worship, Fordham (EAG and Fordham congregations) 
11.15 Morning Prayer, All Saints EAG (1st Sunday in month) 
14.15 Christadelpians Memorial meeting, Village Hall 
16.15 Christadelpians Bible Talk, Village Hall 

Published by EAG Parish Plan Group for Eight Ash Green Parish Council 
Printed by Mid Essex Printers, 66a London Road, Lexden, CO3 4DF 

 

Opinions appearing in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors and are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, the Parish Plan Group or Eight Ash Green Parish Council.  


