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County Cars 
--------------------O F   C O L C H E S T E R   L I M I T E D-------------------- 

 
T e l : 0 1 2 0 6   5 7 6 0 4 4 

w w w. c o u n t y c a r s - c o l c h e s t e r . c o . u k 
 

We are an independent, prestige used car specialist. 
We specialize in BMW, Mercedes and Audi. You will 

also find other makes of prestige used cars within our 
stock. 

 
Our stock is carefully hand selected, so that it allows 

us to offer all of our used cars for sale with a 12 month 
AA dealer guarantee. 

 
Once you have made your selection, we then service 

and MOT your new vehicle prior to your collection.  
 

Please visit us or call us for any help or advice you 
may need. 

 
Kevin, Jonathan or Symon will be only too pleased to 

help you. 
 

tive prestige vehicles within our range.  
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Dennis Willetts, Publicity Officer 
This is the 4th edition of the Village Newsletter pro-
duced by the Parish Plan Team. We have completed 
the main task of communicating the importance of 
the Parish Plan to everyone in the Village. We have 
motivated a good response to the questionnaire. The 
% returned is much higher than in nearby villages. 
That is excellent, but it means lots more work for the 
team preparing the results.  My article on Page 22 
describes the analysis, and how you can help. 

Martin Wright, Chairman 
We meet on the first and third Wednesday of the 
month, 8pm at the Cricketers. We report to the 
Parish Council on the second Wednesday.  
There are never enough people to do all the work in 
this complex project. Additional volunteers are 
always welcome, even just to deliver the literature. 
Our current task is inputting the information from 
the 400 questionnaires into our database. 

Richard Brown, Treasurer:  
The Parish Plan Group applied for grants to several 
funding bodies. Our applications were approved but 
the funding organisations had distributed all their 
2009 budget before our grant was due for payment. 
Meanwhile the Parish Council has covered the 
Group’s expenditure. We are re-applying for 2010 
funding to complete the Parish Plan project and we 
have every reason to expect success. 

Andrew Cook, Secretary 
Now the nights are drawing in the Parish Plan group 
continue to meet twice a month to collate and 
analyse the nearly 400 questionnaires we have now 
received. A mighty impressive total and they 
continue to trickle into our letter boxes! Certainly 
enough to keep our expanding group of willing 
volunteers busy until the days start to lengthen next 
spring. 

Tel 01206 240314 

 

 

Tel 07894 789107                         

Tel 07977 075761 
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K E I T H  W I N T E R -
BOURNE: It is gratify-
ing to see from the 
large number of re-
sponses to the Parish 
Plan that so many 
people are keen to 
offer their views on 

the future of the village. Although 
much is still to be done, it is hoped 
that all these ideas will be soon be 
encapsulated into the village de-
sign statement. 

JOHN ALLCOCK: I 
have finalised the 
questionnaire for 
young people which 
we hope to distrib-
ute via the local 
schools shortly. 
In common with other members, I 
have been distributing the Ques-
tionnaires for people to complete as 
well as going round my patch again 
putting reminder notes in the letter 
boxes of those who have yet to 
return their questionnaire.  

EAGPP Committee Members 

" ���
� ��#��
�!�
��
Let me begin by thanking everybody for the fantastic response we received 
from our Parish Plan questionnaire launch, 40% of homes have responded. 
The response has been above and beyond any level that I expected us to 
receive, having reviewed various other parish plan responses that have only 
achieved between 12 and 18 % return on their efforts.  

Looking at Eight Ash Green, it appears a very good percentage of people in 
the village are concerned about our community. Even with this fantastic result 
we will not be sitting back and taking it easy. Now the committee are working 
very hard on preparing a questionnaire to be sent to local businesses. 

The committee also value and want the opinions and the concerns of our 11 
to 18 year old section of the village. These young people will be effected by 
any changes to the village as well as any other resident.  

Therefore we are hoping that we can achieve a similar response level from 
this issue as we did from the Household version. 

Even with the date for return having past, the committee will still welcome any 
questionnaires that you would like to return to us. 

So in conclusion let me just say once again thank you very much everybody 
and may we look forward to your continued support in this endeavour. 

Martin Wright 
Chairman. Eight Ash Green Parish Plan Group 
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  EAGPP Secretary’s Report 
from Andrew Cook 
It's been a busy few months for the Parish Plan Group; with a 
stand at the EAG Festival in July, our regular bi-weekly 
Wednesday night meetings at the Cricketers and most 
importantly the momentous release of the questionnaire to 
every one of the 600 plus houses in the village. 

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who 
responded and I'm delighted to report that at the time of writing 
we have received completed questionnaires from almost half of 
houses in the village.  

A fantastic result but we are keen to see more; if any of you still 
have uncompleted forms at home or want to log on to our web 
page at www.eightashgreen.com and complete the 
questionnaire electronically, then we would be very pleased to 
hear from you. 

Our thanks also extend to the ever willing "street captains" as 
they have been affectionately termed who deliver both the 
questionnaire and this magazine, without which this task would 
be virtually impossible! 

As the evenings draw in, the weeks and months ahead will be 
filled with the joys of data input and analysis of results from 
every one of the hundreds of questionnaires we have received. 
As you can imagine, this will be a complex task that will keep 
us all very busy. But we hope to have some initial results to 
report in time for the next edition of this fine publication. 

It is already obvious from brief inspection of the questionnaires 
that a large number of people care a great deal about the 
village we live in and the rural nature of our community. A real 
sense of village spirit is emerging which is very encouraging for 
the small band of enthusiastic volunteers involved in this Parish 
Plan process. 
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  HOLY TRINITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Joint Headteachers: Mrs H Craig & Ms S Wilson 
Fiddlers Folley, Fordham Heath, 01206 240880 

 

Samantha English (Head Girl) & Callum Bartlett (Head Boy) write: 

This year is our final year at Holy Trinity – we are in Year 6.  At the 
beginning of the year we had to apply for a job in school.  The jobs 
included: Head boy and Head girl, House Captains, Games Captains, 
Office Assistants, Wildlife Assistants and Snack Shop Assistants.  We 
were delighted to have been awarded our roles as Head Boy and 
Head Girl, representing our school at important events and welcoming 
visitors and guests. 

This half term, as a school, we have hosted a MacMillan coffee 
morning when we raised over £100.  We also continued fundraising 
with the ‘Jeans for Genes’ day which was a day when we came to 
school wearing our jeans and we gave a donation to the charity.  This 
raised just over £350! 

The Harvest service this year was a big success.  We collected 
groceries for a local charity called Soul Care.  They distribute 
groceries and children’s clothing to local families who need some 
support.  A highlight of the service has to be the song ‘Dingle, Dangle 
Scarecrow’ which was performed by classes 1 and 2.  Mrs Sutton did 
a fantastic job of organising the whole service.   We were supported at 
the Service by many parents and friends who came to enjoy our 
brilliant singing. 

During the last week of this half term we have had an ‘Around the 
World’ week.  Each afternoon the teachers have swapped around to 
teach different subjects to the different classes on their chosen 
country.  Class 1 have been learning about Australia.  Class 2 have 
been learning about Canada.  Class 3: Italy and Class 4: Japan.  
Class 5 have been learning all about the United States of America.  
We made burgers and have done some beautiful Pop art work 
inspired by the American Pop artist, Lichtenstein. 

Next half term will be our Head teachers’ (Mrs Craig & Ms Wilson) last 
half term leading our school.  We are really sad to see them go but 
wish them lots of luck and happiness in their new school. 
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LITTLE MALTINGS 
 

Feline Lodge (Cattery) 
Fully approved 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbotts Lane 
Eight Ash Green 

Colchester CO6 3QL 
 

01206 564401 
07956 429102 

Prop. Brenda Eagland 

BRICK KILN FARM 
 
 
 

FRESH FREE  
RANGE EGGS &  

LOCAL PRODUCE 
Open 7 days a week 8am to 1pm 

 

Tele 01206 213509 
For free local delivery 

 

W & DT Ralph 
Brick Kiln Farm 
Turkey Cock Lane 
Stanway CO3 8ND 
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Waste Medicines, by Imogen Witt 01206 286872 

 

I am a Prescribing Support Technician  in Medicines Management. 
Every year North East Essex Primary Care Trust spends £50million on 
prescription drugs. It is estimated that 10% -£5million - of these medicines 
are returned, and have to be destroyed despite never having been taken or 
used.  

This £5million could have been spent elsewhere paying for 1000 Hip 
replacements, or 7000 Cataracts, or 150 Community nurses. 

Some wastage is unavoidable but much of it isn’t. It is vital that patients 
receive the medicines they need but we know that many patients still 
automatically tick every item on their repeat prescription slip, even if they are 
not actually taking all of these medicines.  

Some patients continue to order medicines because they worry they may be 
removed off their repeat list if they do not, but this is not the case and it leads 
to stockpiled and wasted drugs. The more careful people are about what they 
reorder on repeat prescriptions the more money we would have to spend on 
healthcare locally.  

You could help us reduce this waste and save money by following these 
simple rules when you order your repeat prescriptions: 

♦ Only order what you need – check your medicines before reordering. 
♦ Don’t tick all the items on your repeat list unless you really need them 

– they won’t be taken off if you don’t order them.  
♦ Do not mark items that you do not want on your repeat slip as this 

leads to confusion at the surgery. 
♦ Tell your GP or pharmacist if there are items on the list you no longer 

take. 

Local pharmacies offer a free medicines use review (MUR). This is an 
opportunity to talk with experts about your medicines, ask any questions and 
discuss any concerns or worries. 

Remember think before you tick and help us  to make more of your local 
NHS.  

Colchester achieves a good recycling rate, with 37% of all 
household waste produced in the Borough being recycled or 
composted in 2008/09. But waste going to land fill must be 
reduced. To reach much higher levels of recycling in the 
future, changes need to be made to the current recycling and 
waste collection methods. The four options are explained in 
the current edition of Colchester Borough Council’s Courier. 
Consultations close on 15 January 2010. Your view counts. 
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Cricket Club End of Season Report  
Eight Ash Green Cricket Club seniors had a season of 
mixed fortunes. The Saturday Development XI was 
relegated from their division, despite finishing outside the 
relegation places due to a league shake up.  

On Sundays both 1st and 2nd XI sides finished mid-table and the Ladies 
sides narrowly missed out on the chance to play at the Essex county ground 
in the finals of their league. The club has risen to most challenges and has a 
strong core of players further bolstered by the latest crop of colts coming 
through, who have a strong club centric attitude. 
Our Youth section is one of the largest in the area and fielded no fewer than 
six teams ranging from Kwik Cricket (Primary School) to Under 16s. All teams 
did really well in their divisions and a couple of teams probably topped their 
tables. More importantly, the club’s investment in coaching and the kind use 
of facilities at Holmwood House (we just don’t have the space to play and 
train with so many children) meant skills really developed. And we had lots of 
fun too!  
We are always keen to welcome players of all ages and indoor nets will start 
early next year. Log your details onto our web site at www.eagcc.com and 
we'll send you event, match and contact details. If regular playing is not your 
thing then we hope to have a game as part of the village Fun Day next year 
when you can reveal your hidden talents. Spectators are always welcome at 
any game – just pop in and ask for a fixture card from behind the bar. If I’m 
playing I might even buy you a beer. Cheers!  
Tom Lissimore, Club Chairman. 

UPDATE ON SPEED LIMITS, A1124 DUAL CARRIAGEWAY 
In the July edition, we printed a map of the dual 
carriageway between the Holiday Inn roundabout and 
the A12 / A1124 junction showing our proposals for 
extension of the 30mph speed limit. 

Essex Police formally objected to any extension of the 
30mph limit, but supported the introduction of a 40mph limit on the 
remainder of the dual carriage and on the A12 traffic island. 

The traffic regulation order has recently been advertised, and no 
objections were received. Implementation is provisionally 
programmed for January 2010.  

Dennis Willetts, Borough Councillor. 
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SATURN MOTOR 
SERVICES 

 
WYVERN FARM 
LONDON ROAD 

STANWAY 
COLCHESTER 

 
TEL 01206 213323 

MOBILE: 07725 321033 

SERVICING, 
MOT’S, REPAIRS 

 
ALL MECHANICAL 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 
30+ YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
 

REASONABLE 
RATES 

 
QUALITY LOCAL 

SERVICE 

 
 
 
 

J R FISHER Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
————————————————————————————————— 

Gas Safe Register (formerly Corgi)  
 

Complete Bathroom & Ensuite Installations, 
including tiling 

Central Heating Installations/Alterations/Power-Flushing 
Boiler Changes & Breakdown Repairs 

Gas Boiler Servicing – gas safety certificates issued to 
homeowners, landlords & tenants 

 

Tel/Fax 01206 243334 / Mobile 07771 646590 
Email fisherpenberry@aol.com 
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Big Clean Little Clean 

 We are a local cleaning company run by perfectionists! 

 We provide a quality reliable fully insured service 

 We reward our staff on quality and pay bonuses directly  

 related to client  satisfaction feedback 

 No job is too big or little… 

 We will clean what you want, when you want and as  

 frequently as you want 

 All cleaning materials and equipment provided 

 Competitive rates on request 

CALL OR EMAIL US NOW…... 

����������������
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HAVE YOUR SAY  via Len Luff, our community correspondent 
Some of the things that annoy us are not actually the responsibility of any 
Authority, Local, Parish or Borough. So here’s your chance to let off steam 
about the things that irritate YOU in our village. If you’d like to have a moan – 
in the strictest confidence – just email Len Luff at lenluff@tiscali.co.uk. 
“What can be done about cyclists using the pavements? This is becoming 
more prevalent, and they seem to think they have total right of way! A bad 
accident one day if these people aren’t more careful” 

Most ‘proper’ cyclists use the road. Children can be an exception 
because their safety is important. If cyclists are a nuisance, perhaps a 
friendly word with them, or their parents, might help?  

“Who is responsible for clearing weeds from the pavements? Some roads 
are blighted by weeds growing along the edge of the kerbs” 

I believe this is the responsibility of the County Council, but it is not 
done very often. Perhaps if every householder sprayed the weeds 
outside their house every few weeks, it would keep the weeds at bay! 

“Do people have the right to keep caravans on their driveways, and then 
leave their cars in the road?” 

People have the legal right to keep one caravan in front of domestic 
premises, even if they are something of an eyesore for neighbours! 
Strangely, you cannot keep a caravan on commercial premises without 
planning permission! 

“Is there any limit to the number of cars one household can park in the public 
highway? Some houses seem to have cars scattered all over the road, 
frequently causing an obstruction for other road-users.” 

I will check on this, but so far I do not think there is any ‘limit’, sorry to 
say. Sometimes, households with teenage children DO have several 
cars, and one can only hope they show some consideration for their 
neighbours! Remember, any car parked on the highway outside a 
designated parking bay is an obstruction, and the police may, at their 
discretion prosecute the owner! 

“When someone has building work done on their house, is there any way to 
persuade them to restore their front gardens to some semblance of order, 
rather than leave rubble and old building materials lying around for months?” 

Er. no, is the short answer! Try a polite request, but if that fails, there is 
not a great deal you can do, sad to say! But perhaps if they really want 
their garden to look like a rubbish tip, we can usefully assist in a 
neighbourly way by throwing our rubbish there as well!!! 

The Parish Council do as much as they can to keep Eight Ash Green a 
village in which we can be proud to live, but we are also a Community. If 
every person gave some thought, showed some consideration for their 
neighbours, most of these problems would not arise! We ALL have a 
responsibility for the Village – let’s do our best to live up to them! 
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Looking back. Since the last Eight Ash Green 
newsletter there have been a number of 
highlights in our parish activity. The children’s 
Holiday Club at the end of the summer was a great success with a capacity 
60 children enjoying a week of fun activities, including a daily puppet sketch . 

Each year I also have the pleasure of showing classes from Holy Trinity 
school around the church – and this term it was the turn of classes 3 and 4.  
On a sadder note, it was discovered that lead has been stolen from the 
church roof. 
Looking forward. At Eight Ash Green church, we have two monthly 
services. On the first Sunday of the month we have morning prayer at 11.15 
am. On the following Thursday we have a lovely, quiet, Prayer Book service 
of Holy Communion at 11 am. We invite you to join us at these services. 
Christmas always brings a number of special services. Our “Advent” Carol 
service is at 11.15am on 6th December. The traditional Christmas “Lessons 
and Carols” at Eight Ash Green will be held at 6.30pm on 20th December. 
Christmas Eve “Carols by Candlelight” for the combined congregations takes 
place at 6.30pm at Fordham Church . 

1st Eight Ash Green Brownies 
On the 6th September 2009 Tey District launched 
our centenary year in style with a party at Copford 
Village Hall.  Many of our Brownies were able to 

attend, kicking off this year of celebrations with a bang.   
As GirlGuiding UK reaches its 100th birthday, we are very lucky in Eight Ash 
Green to have a flourishing Brownie Pack. Currently 24 girls regularly attend 
meetings at Holy Trinity Primary School.  This year we are focusing our 
meetings on the centenary and are taking advantage of the many challenges 
on offer.  We have already completed an Australian challenge and another 
25 activities as a part of the “Essex North East Tracking Through Time” 
Challenge.  This has included making cress heads, tying our own shoe laces 
and non alcoholic cocktails. 
Only last weekend the girls had the opportunity to take part in the Scout 
Cycle Cross event, held at Great Porters Farm. All the girls and parents had 
a great time.  We are looking forward to attending the Starburst event in 
January where we will meet up with other Brownies from all across Anglia 
region at Butlins in Skegness for a weekend of adventurous activities.  This 
should be an unforgettable time for all involved. 
Rebecca Tolfrey                                              www.girlguidingessexne.org.uk  
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We had much fun at our September meeting listening 
to an evening of comic verse.  Those of us with 
daughters or small grand-daughters were particularly 
amused by the tale of the little bridesmaid who wanted 
to wear her prized red wellies instead of her pink 
shoes on her big day!! 

The October meeting was in a more serious vein with 
a visit from the Colchester Citizens’ Advice Bureau.  This free service 
must be one of the most cost effective measures that we have in this 
country. The Organisation has no formal funding and is run on a 
shoestring, but copes admirably with the many complex problems 
experienced by ordinary people and helps them by giving practical 
advice.  

We were told of the types of problems that people are having to deal 
with in their daily lives, - housing and school issues, help with ever 
more complex form filling, and of course, the worsening problem of 
debt. Our speaker stressed that the earlier a client with financial 
problems can come into the CAB,  the easier it is to remedy.  It was a 
most enlightening meeting and we all owe a lot to the many unpaid 
volunteers who run this very valuable service. 

Our next meetings in the new year are in the Fordham Village Hall at 
7.30pm: 

♦ Tuesday 5th January: A keeper from Colchester Zoo 
♦ Tuesday 2nd February: Singing from the heart 
♦ Tuesday 2nd March: History of Tiptree jam 

Phone Secretary, Audrey Crees 01206 241293 for more information. 

From an initial glance at the returned EAGPP 
questionnaires, we see that a significant 
number of villagers are concerned about 
speeding traffic. The village should form a 
Community Speed-watch Group.  Interested 
people are trained to use a speed-gun and go 
on patrol in groups, sometimes with a police 
officer. For more details contact Amy 
Harness, Parish Clerk, on 01206 729200. 
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Remap is a national 
charity, where voluntary members 
give their time and skills to 
undertake the challenge of 
adapting aids and making one-off 
inventions. These inventions are 
all designed to assist individual 
disabled people to gain more self 
s u f f i c i e n c y  a n d  g r e a t e r 
independence. We need more 
help at our Colchester branch; so 
if you have the time, we would 
value having your  sk i l ls , 
t e c h n i c i a n s  /  e n g in e e r s / 
designers/ craftspeople/some one 
to take the minutes. The final 
delivery of a piece of equipment, 
which the client receives, is free of 
c h a r g e .  L o c a l  c o n t a c t s ; 
Chairperson Lynne Ashkham 
07906 256118 or Sue Tye 01206 
792182.   www.remap.org.uk 

 
 
 

Non-needle drop and traditional 
direct from grower.  

All sizes fresh lifted, with or without roots. 
Large selection in the yard,  

Or choose your own in the field. 
Prepared for your stand while you wait. 

 

BULLBANKS FARM 
Halstead Road, Aldham, CO6 3PT 

On A1124, 2 miles from A12 junction 26 
01206 212288   
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LOCAL WALK No 1 (5 MILES)  by Peter Jones and John Allcock 
Start at the Village Hall in Spring Lane. Turn left down the hill, go along the right 
hand side of the heath, past the Cricketers PH on your right heading for the cross 
roads. Go straight over and head down the hill towards Cook’s Mill. As you get 
near, round the right hand bend in the road, you will see a pillbox on the left of 
the path with its’ sign “Pooh Corner” on the door. Once through the black metal 
gate at Cook’s Mill itself, three paths face you. Take the left one heading 
alongside the garden of Cook’s Mill signposted “Colne Valley Path”. Follow this 
grassy path with the stream on your left and fields to your right.   
Go over a bridge and through a metal gate. In late July, this section had literally 
dozens of butterflies flying around including Cabbage White; Red Admiral; 
Tortoise Shell; and Wall butterflies as well as wild bees and damsel flies. 
Follow the path round and go through another metal gate and turn left to follow a 
very clear farm track down a slight slope which is part of the Essex Way. You will 
come across a wooden stile by a gate with the Essex Way sign of two red 
poppies. Go over the stile and follow the track where you will come across a big 
gap between two large trees with a concrete bridge in the middle. Proceed and 
where the broad track forks, take the left fork – you will see another sign on the 
post in the hedge a little way in front of you.  
When a gap appears go forward left and then right and you will notice a big 
pillbox ahead of you on the left, on your side of the hedgerow. Follow the path 
where you will come to another metal gate with signs showing you can go left, 
right or straight on. As you go forward (not left or right), you will see a bench to 
your right. How thoughtful of someone! Why not relax here for 10 minutes with 
the view of Fordham Church tower on the hill facing you as you sit down.  We got 
here in 35 minutes. 
As you return to the path you will see some black bird boxes on the left hand side 
a few feet up the tree trunks. The vegetation is quite tall and dense here but the 
path is clear. Cross over a footbridge where there is a square sign on the right 
saying “Fordham Hall Estate – Woodland Trust” At this point, there is another 
footbridge to your left – ignore this and take the path ahead and pass a small, 
square blue and white wooden post to your left. Another seat appears in a short 
while where the path drops down – go forward and to the right by another 
coloured, square pole. 
Whilst you could follow the path to the road, you will very quickly see a wooden 
stile over a fence on your left. Although there is no clear path across the field in 
front of you, go over the stile and head for the right edge of the road bridge you 
can see in front of you. As you get near, you will see a wheelchair friendly metal 
kissing gate. Go through this and climb the narrow bank in front, so as to be on 
the edge of the road. BEWARE – fast moving traffic.  
Look and listen carefully, and only when safe to do so, go straight across the 
road, turn left on the verge and head for the end of the bridge where you will see 
a footpath sign. Go down the bank to your right and follow the path upwards that 
goes along the right hand side of Fiddlers wood. Keep going past the wood 
straight uphill until your reach the A1124 road. Turn left. You can now follow the 
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footway on the left hand side of the road all the way back into EAG and the 
village hall. However, to take the optional section, follow the footway for a short 
distance passing the EAG 30 mile speed limit sign, a set of double gates and a 
large oak tree, all on the right side of the road.  
Keep a lookout and directly opposite the first house on the left (Number “One”!) 
you will see a black, wooden footpath sign on the right hand side of the road. 
Again, BEWARE – fast moving traffic especially coming round the bend from 
your left. Look and listen carefully, and only when safe to do so, go straight 
across the road and down a slight bank by the footpath sign. Follow the footpath 
which has a field to the left and a hedge on the right to start with. At a track 
junction, keep straight on (see yellow Public Footpath sign) and follow the track 
until you come to the minor road at Daisy Green. Turn left and at the T junction, 
turn left along the road signposted “Seven Star Green: Eight Ash Green A604”.  
Keep going along the appropriate side of the road watching and listening out for 
traffic, passing the imposing entrance to Bronze House Farm on your left. Further 
up, keep a sharp lookout for a partly hidden concrete footpath sign on your right 
that has a black H on a yellow background about half way up.  If you miss this, 
there is a rough track a few paces further on, on the right. Follow either the sign 
or the track, down Blind Lane. [signpost on the right about shin level]. Keep 
straight on, passing the back/side of the new development in EAG with Bakery 
Cottage coming up on your right. Keep going until you return to the A1124 with 
the very welcome sight of the Brick and Tile PH in front of you. As you deserve 
some refreshment, we think any further directions from us are superfluous. We 
hope you enjoyed the walk.    
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CHRISTMAS AT 
BARNPLANTS 

KIDS….. FIND SANATA  
AND GET YOUR FREE GIFT 

 

UNUSUAL & INTERESTING GIFTS 
TO SUIT ALL POCKETS 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 

AND DON’T FORGET OUR  
NON-DROP CHRISTMAS TREES 

 

TURKEY COCK LANE, STANWAY. 01206 213380 
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PROFESSIONAL *  RELIABLE  *  
DOOR-TO-DOOR 

24 HOUR OR 48 HOURS SERVICE 
 £25 for 25 standard sized items  

£5.00 each for outsize items (e.g. duvet covers, sheets) 
£5.00 delivery charge for 24 hour service 
£3.50 delivery charge for 48 hours service 

01206 247095            0781 54446084      
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  A Near Disaster at Abbotts Lane Pond 
 

This pond is an important feature of the village.  It is well stocked with 
fish and a thriving, very well fed colony of ducks.  Originally within the 
curtilage of Doucecroft School,  it was recently handed over to the 
Parish Council as a community asset. 

A local resident reported a significant number of dead fish floating on 
the surface.  The weekend is never a good time to motivate action, 
but members of the Parish Council met with the concerned residents, 
and the local Borough Councillor called out the Environment Agency. 

Although the Agency normally restrict their activities to ponds that are 
linked or fed by rivers or streams, they were persuaded to visit the 
site. An extremely helpful ranger measured the oxygen level which 
was abnormally low, leading to the growth of poisonous algae. De-
oxygenisation can strike during prolonged hot spells  and drought.  No 
pollution was detected. 

They returned next morning with 
small dingy, ropes, poles and the 
pump.  The pump was duly secured 
to tree trunks around the pond.  
Doucecroft School kindly provided 
an electricity supply. 

The new water feature was an 
immediate hit with the fish as within 
minutes, a large shoal had gathered  
around it and were gulping in air. 
The ducks were a little more 
uncertain and kept their distance!   

The oxygen level in the pond 
returned to normal within a few 
days, and the Rangers recovered all 
of their equipment from the area 
with the assistance of their dingy  

Congratulations to rangers Dan and Kirk from the Environment 
Agency, and a VERY big thank you to Doucecroft School without 
whose help and generosity the situation would have been much 
worse. 
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Summer has been a busy time for the stalwart band of 
deliverers who assist the Parish Plan Group.  

Hot on the heels of delivering the July Newsletter, we 
distributed 2 copies of the Parish Plan Questionnaire to every 
house in the village. At least one questionnaire was returned 
from 40% of households, but only after our diligent band had 
popped a reminder note through most of the letter boxes in the 
village. This year’s deliveries were completed with the dispatch 
of the newsletter you are now reading. 

The Parish Plan Group sends its thanks to the delivery team: Ray & Mary 
Crane, Geoff Tye, Ian & Katie Frewer, Linda Butcher, Rose Prince, Therese 
& Robin Baylie, John & Pat Allcock, Keith & Sue Winterbourne, Bob & Mavis 
Fortune, Carole & Steve Brown, Peter & Jenny Jones, Roy & Daphne 
Youngs, Dave Silverton and Colin Fairweather. Well-done to all of you, and 
we hope your shoe-mending bills are not too excessive. 

Some 30 people filled in their Parish Plan Questionnaire on-line and their 
views and opinions went straight into our database. The Parish Plan Group 
now has to enter the contents of some 370 paper questionnaires into the 
same database.  

The photo on the opposite page shows the EAGPP Group hard at work 
entering the information from the questionnaires. Many hands might light 
work, so we are looking for another team of computer-literate volunteers from 
the village who are prepared to enter the data. If you can give an hour or so 
of your time, I would be delighted to hear from you. 

Until we have entered all the data into the Parish Plan database, we cannot 
start the main statistical analysis. If we get enough volunteers, we will be 
able to publish in the March 2010 newsletter some initial results and 
summaries, particularly on the more controversial matters. 

I can never express enough thanks to everyone who has supported this 
edition of  the Village Newsletter, particularly the correspondents from clubs 
and activity groups who provide articles, and the advertisers who contribute 
to the Parish Council over half the cost of printing.  

The next edition will be distributed in March 2010. Topical articles, letters and 
news should be sent to The Editor by 20th February 2010, details below. 

Cllr Dennis Willetts, Publicity Officer, Parish Plan Group.  
Tel 01206 240314, e-mail: dennis.willetts@btinternet.com,  
The Retreat, Wood Lane, Fordham Heath, CO3 9TR 
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For a happy and peaceful Eight Ash Green 

Fully Qualified Reflexologist  
For relaxation, ailment, or just for 

sheer pleasure. Treat yourself to a 
well deserved, wonderful foot 

massage in the comfort of your 
own home.  

Treatments start at £10.   
For more information contact 

Sarah on: 01206 797152  

For a fit and healthy Eight Ash Green, try  

ABT Blast Keep Fit 
Get rid of those calories at your local 
community keep fit class for all ages 
and abilities, aerobic routine followed 

by toning. 
8pm on Mondays at Holy Trinity 
Primary School. £3.50 / £4.00  

Contact Emma on 01206 213443  
Have Fun. Lose Weight. Get Fit.  

Planning & 
Development 
Consultants 

The Mount, Fordham Heath 
Colchester, CO3 9TJ 

Planning Applications 
Planning & Enforcement Appeals 

Development Potential Surveys  

�5 ; 7 * 5 �� -,,-. 0 �
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Planning & 
Development 
Consultants 

The EAGPP group burning the midnight oil  
entering data from the Questionnaires 
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ASHCROFT REST HOME 
 
Family-run home 
Established 25 years 
CSCI Registered–  
Dementia Care 
 
Specialists in  
caring for clients  
with Dementia  
and Alzheimer’s 
 
 

Our objective is to provide 
for the health and social 
needs of each of our 
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h 
professionalism, compassion 
and experience. We will care 
for them as an individual 
through understanding, 
respect and dignity. 
 

Please contact Andrea or Barbara for further information 
 

Telephone 01206 767367 
 

Visit our website at  
www.ashcroftresthome.co.uk 
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SCRIBBLES PRE-SCHOOL 
 

Situated in the grounds of Holy Trinity Primary School Fordham Heath 
 

Sessions are held every morning, Monday – Friday 
8.45am – 11.45am (Term Time Only) 

 

Children accepted between 2½ & 5 years 
 

Fees £10 per session 
 

Early Years Funding available for 3 – 4 year olds 
 

A friendly, welcoming village Pre-school  
run by fully qualified staff 

 

OFSTED REGISTERED 
 

For more details telephone  
07745 305 405 

The Heath: An extract from Laurie Coffey’s Archive           
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The archive is a collection of articles, first written with the Eight Ash 
Green and Fordham Heath Newsletter in mind.  It also includes a 
collection of sales catalogues and posters relating to local properties. The 
Byelaws for the Heath as recorded in the archive, are shown on Page 26. 
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Byelaws Covering Fordham Heath & Seven Star 
Green 
The byelaws governing the heath were passed in 1947 by the now abolished 
Lexden and Winstree Rural District Council. These byelaws are confirmed as 
in force by an entry in the Register of Village Greens in 1994. They can be 
read on boards on Seven Star Green and on the heath. Colchester Borough 
Council is the successor to Lexden and Winstree Rural District Council, but 
delegates its authority to the Parish Council. 

1. A person shall not carelessly, or negligently deface, injure or remove any 
seat, shelter, pavilion, drinking fountain, fence, notice board, rubbish 
receptacle, or any works erected or maintained by the Council 

2. A person shall not post or paint any bill, placard, advertisement or notice 
on any tree, fence, erection or notice board on the Common 

3. A person shall not without lawful authority shoot or chase game or other 
animals on the Common. 

4. A person shall not without lawful authority draw, drive or place upon the 
Common or any part thereof any carriage, cart, caravan, truck, motorcycle or 
other vehicle (unless intended for the conveyance of a child or children or an 
invalid) or any aircraft (except in case of accident or other sufficient cause). 

5. A person shall not (except in the case of a fair lawfully held) place on the 
Common any show, exhibition, swing, roundabout or other like thing. 

6. A person shall not without lawful authority, camp or light any fire on the 
Common. 

7. A person shall not without lawful authority, fire or discharge any firearm, or 
to the damage, annoyance or danger to any person, throw or discharge any 
missile on the Common. 

8. A person shall not, without lawful authority, turn out or permit to remain on 
the Common any cattle, sheep or other animals 

9. A person shall not hinder or obstruct any Officer of the Council in the 
exercise of his powers or duties under the scheme or under any of the 
foregoing byelaws. 

10. Any person offending against these byelaws shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £20. 

11. An Officer of the Council may, after due warning, remove from the 
Common any vehicle or animal drawn, driven or placed, or any structure 
erected or placed thereon in contravention of the scheme or the foregoing 
byelaws under the scheme, and may exclude from the Common any person 
who within his view commits, or who he reasonably expects of committing an 
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��
Eight Ash 

Green village 
hall was 60 
years old at 

the end of 
2008. To 

celebrate, it 
was decided 
to hold a 40s 

night in 
Summer 

2009��
 

Everywhere was duly decorated in traditional flags balloons and 
flowers, thus creating a good 40s atmosphere. All those who 
attended joined in the spirit of the evening, and nearly everyone 
wore either 1940’s uniforms or dress.  

Many had made a wonderful effort to replicate the authentic 
style of the 1940s. All the services were represented, including 
Councillor Willetts as ‘The Admiral’, and even an ‘American 
officer’, part of a family who now live in Ipswich. One soldier 
even arrived in his genuine ferret tank, complete with machine 
gun, which was duly parked outside the hall.  

The music was of course all those well known 40s tunes, and, 
everyone enjoyed a magnificent fish and chip supper, probably a 
little larger than the 40s portions. We really enjoyed ourselves. 
Many villagers wondered if we could ‘do it all again’ sometime, 
perhaps before the 100 anniversary of the village hall!. 

Bernard Alden and the village hall committee were very pleased 
to see such good support for the event, and extend their thanks 
to all those who made it such a fun evening. 
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 EIGHT ASH GREEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Councillor Derek Franklin. Parish Clerk: Mrs Amy Harness 

Chairman’s Report                                     
I start with the sad news of the death of Parish Councillor John Fisher. We 
offer our condolences to his wife, Angela,  and his family. John was a very 
active and effective Councillor who did so much for the village. He was 
especially generous to me as chairman by giving his time and sharing his 
knowledge and experience, He will be greatly missed. 
Have your say on Rubbish collections.  
Wheelie bins, fortnightly collections and food waste? A survey will be on the 
C.B.C. website www.colchester.gov.uk until 15th January 2010. A public 
meeting has been arranged for Moot Hall 1st December 12.00 to 2pm & from  
5pm until 7pm.   
Essex Police are warning Senior Citizens of a credit card scam. 
People posing as Police are ringing vulnerable people asking for PIN 
numbers and getting people to leave their cards in envelopes outside their 
front doors for collection, They must be convincing as some 200 elderly 
people  have been caught and Thousands of pounds stolen. If you are called 
by someone asking for your PIN number, ring the police immediately on:- 
0300 333 4444 ext 13400. Please warn any vulnerable people you know.   
Dog fouling   
There are reports of dog fouling on the village and we ask all dog owners to 
pick up. Again this is a small minority of people causing the problem. 
Holy Trinity Primary School 
The Joint Heads of the Primary School will be leaving at the end of the year. 
They leave behind a successful school with a great learning environment. 
We wish them well in their new challenge, and thanks for all their past 
efforts. The Board of Governors is now embarked on the task of find 
replacements. 
Issues 
The Parish Council deals with many issues as they arise:  street lights, dog 
bins, Street name signs, 2 new bus shelters, 2 existing ones repainted, pot 
holes in the roads and planning applications . We supported the Parish Local 
Development Plan, Festival Committee, May Day Fayre and the Youth 
Group. The Parish Council have registered ownership of Seven Star and 
Daisy Green. We are consulting with the Cricket Club and hope to have talks 
with the Football Club regarding the management of Fordham Heath. We 
have concerns regarding unauthorized parking on the heath, driving along 
the Huxtables Lane Bridle Path and the placing of objects on the Heath.  
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Parish Council Youth Group. 
The youth group is held in the village hall on Wednesday evenings. It 
has been running for a year. We have had some highs and lows but at 
the moment the membership is increasing. Unfortunately Julia Knowles, 
who help start the group, has had, to leave owing to other commitments 
but we have had assistance from some of the parents who are keen to 
see the group continue. 
 

We have a guitar teacher, giving lessons. We have been successful in 
obtaining a grant  for WII equipment. There are discussion within the 
club to start a drama group. The ages accepted are from 10 to 19 
although the average at the moment is around 12 years, we have 
accepted one or two younger siblings. We would however  welcome 
more assistance, any parent or adult interested in youth work who would 
like to help out, (if only for 2 hours a month) please ring 01206 210959. 
(Dates and times will be posted on the village notice board)          

LET’S IMPROVE OUR BUS SERVICE by Christine Willetts 
As the Parish Council’s Local Transport Representative, I attend the 
County Council’s Bus Users Forum which meets twice a year.  
There is frequent overcrowding on the early morning buses. The No 88 
bus is already full when it arrives from Halstead. It often drives past the 
village bus stops without stopping as it is unable to take on any more 
passengers. This is a disgrace, especially when school pupils and  
students must catch the bus to get to lessons on time. I have made the 
Bus Users Forum aware of these problems in no uncertain terms!! 
We are also concerned about the surreptitious removal of the bus stop 
signs on the Halstead Road near Seven Star Green. Some bus drivers 
are now refusing to stop here at great inconvenience to the local 
residents. 
The Parish Council is aware of the frustration caused by the village’s 
poor bus service. Although we do not yet have a detailed analysis of 
the Parish Plan Questionnaire, we note that there is much criticism of 
the poor service. But these complaints have rarely been made to the 
Passenger Transport Team at Essex County Council. 
So the official complaints form is printed on page 32 of this newsletter. 
Remove or copy it and send your complaint FREEPOST as soon as 
possible after any journey or attempted journey which you found 
unsatisfactory. If enough people complain to the right department, we 
might get some improvements. And they can’t come soon enough!!! 
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Cllr Ken Free,  
01206 210598, 

kenfree@tiscali.co.uk.  

Cllr Richard Brown, 
07894789107, 

richard.e.brown@hotm
ail.co.uk.  

Cllr  Derek Franklin 
(Chairman) 210959 

derekfranklin 
@btinternet.com.  
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Cllr Andrew Cook, 
07977 075761, 

handacook 
@yahoo.co.uk.  

Cllr Liz Warren, 
01206 240626 

 johnwarren18@ 
live.co.uk 

Cllr Chris Gray, 
07909 926811,  
harold.c.gray@ 
btinternet.com.  

Cllr Christine Willetts 
01206 

240314 ,christine.willett
s@ 

Cllr Will Ralph, 
01206 213509, 

debwillralph@aol.com  



34 

4 �������" ����6���
Essex County Council 0845 743 0430 

Colchester Borough Council 282222 

Eight Ash Green Parish Council 729200 

Holy Trinity Primary School 240880 

Stanway School 575488 

Village Hall booking 562860 

Police Sergeant Mike Lee 07966 197134 

Revd Dr Andy Saville (Church of England) 242112 

Revd Ruth Ridge (Methodist) 210141 

Monsignor Arthur Barrow (Catholic) 576898 

Zen Dental Clinic, Tollgate 762417 

Tollgate Heath Centre 710030 

The Brick & Tile 540468 

The Cricketers 240666 

Bernard Jenkin. MP 01376 564292 

Cllr Anne Brown, County Councillor 321241 

Cllr Jill Tod, Borough Councillor 366454 

Cllr Dennis Willetts, Borough Councillor 240314 

Derek Franklin, Chairman, EAG Parish Council 210959 

Richard Brown, Parish Councillor 07894 789107 

Ken Free, Parish Councillor 210598 

Chris Gray, Parish Councillor 07909 926811 

Will Ralph, Parish Councillor 213509 

Liz Warren, Parish Councillor 240626 

Christine Willetts, Parish Councillor 240314 
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Monday  ——  Scouts (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.00 Carpet Bowls Club, Village Hall 
19.30 Ladies Monday Club, Methodist Church 
20.00 ABT Blast, Keep Fit,  Holy Trinity Primary School 

Tuesday  ——  Explorer Scouts (ring 0845-0946-208 for details) 
16.00 French lessons, Village Hall, (term-time only) 
19.30 Line Dancing, Village Hall 
19.30 WI, (1st Tuesday) Fordham Village Hall 
20.00 Harley Davidson Club (1st Tuesday), The Cricketers 

Wednesday 18.30 Up Beat Wind Band, Holy Trinity Primary School 
 ——  Village Youth Club (except 1st Wed)  Village Hall 
19.00 Wednesday Club (1st Wednesday) Village Hall 
19.30 Parish Council (2nd Wednesday) Village Hall 
20.00 Quiz night (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 
20.00 Mini Club (1st Wednesday) The Cricketers 
20.00 VW club (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 

Thursday 10.00 Daisy Beaders, (2nd Thursday) The Cricketers 
 ——  Cubs (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
11.00 Holy Communion, (2nd Thursday)  All Saints Church 
19.30 Christadelphians Bible Class, Village Hall 

Friday 10.00 Little Pickles, Village Hall 
16.30 Karate Club, Village Hall 
 ——  Beavers (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.30 Mens’ Club, Village Hall 

Saturday 09.30 King Fu, Village Hall 

Sunday 10.00 Worship, EAG Methodist Church 
10.00 Worship, Fordham (EAG and Fordham congregations) 
11.15 Morning Prayer, All Saints EAG (1st Sunday in month) 
14.15 Christadelphians Memorial meeting, Village Hall 
16.15 Christadelphians Bible Talk, Village Hall 

Published by EAG Parish Plan Group for Eight Ash Green Parish Council 
Printed by Heron Print, Unit 1, Byford Court, Lady Lane Industrial Estate, Hadleigh, IP7 6RD 

 

Opinions appearing in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors and are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, the Parish Plan Group or Eight Ash Green Parish Council.  
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