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County Cars 
--------------------O F   C O L C H E S T E R   L I M I T E D-------------------- 

T e l : 0 1 2 0 6   5 7 6 0 4 4 

www.countycars-colchester.co.uk 
We are an independent, prestige used car 

specialist. We specialize in BMW, Mercedes and 
Audi. You will also find other makes of prestige 

used cars within our stock. 

Our stock is carefully hand selected, so that it 
allows us to offer all of our used cars for sale with 

a 12 month AA dealer guarantee. 

Once you have made your selection, we then 
service and MOT your new vehicle prior to your 

collection.  

Please visit us or call us for any help or advice 
you may need. 

Kevin, Jonathan or Symon will be only too 
pleased to help you. 

 
tive prestige vehicles within our range.  

T e l :  0 1 2 0 6   5 7 6 0 4 4 
w w w. c o u n t y c a r s - c o l c h e s t e r . c o . u k 
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EIGHT ASH GREEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Councillor Chris Gray.  

Chairman’s Report    
As you are aware, local elections took place in May for the Borough 
Council, and if more than 9 candidates had applied, Parish Council 
elections would have had to take place. Other than the existing 
councillors, no one came forward as a candidate, so Parish elections 
were not held.  However, Will Ralph and Ken Free decided to stand down 
from the Parish Council. The Parish Council would like to express their 
gratitude to Will and Ken for their many years of dedicated service to our 
Village. Their in-depth knowledge of the Village, its residents, and its 
history, has been an asset to the council and they will be greatly missed. 

We have now co-opted two new councillors to replace Will and Ken and 
we extend a warm welcome to Cllr Louise Greenwold and Cllr Paul 
Norton. 

Marcus Harrington (Conservative) has been elected as a Borough 
Councillor for EAG and West Bergholt, to join Cllr Dennis Willetts, and we 
also welcome him in his new position. 

By the time this newsletter has been published, the EAG Parish Plan 
group will have presented the finished Parish Plan to the Parish Council. 
This has been a huge effort by the EAGPP Group and they are to be 
congratulated for the quality and content of the  finished product The 
analysis results and conclusions will be used as a guideline for the Parish 
Council for the years ahead. There will be a number of specific actions 
arising from this plan, and the EAGPP Group will drive these forward 
working through the Parish Council. A copy of the Parish Plan will be 
placed in local shops and amenities. It will also be available on our 
website (www.eightashgreen.com) 

Thanks to the efforts of Christine Willetts, we now have a mini-bus service 
running to and from Sainsburys on Mondays. By now you should have 
received a leaflet providing details of the timings and the route the bus will 
take. 

Finally, the PC is still looking into an improved Broadband service for the 
Village and a number of meetings are planned over summer. It is hoped 
that by September we will be in a position to publish our findings 

If you have any problems with village services, please come along to our 
meetings at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month (no meeting 
in August) at the Village Hall. 
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 LEN LUFF, VILLAGE SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
with an eye for the erroneous, an ear for the 

egregious and a nose for nonsense. 
Some of the things that can annoy us are not actually the 
responsibility of any Authority, Local, Parish or Borough. Here’s your 
chance to let off steam about the things that irritate YOU in our village. 
If you’d like to have a moan – in the strictest confidence – just email 
Len Luff at lenluff@tiscali.co.uk , and we’ll print your comments! 

“Instead of a letter full of complaints, this is one with a suggestion! Next year, 
2012, will an auspicious year in many ways. Never mind the Olympic Games, 
have any plans been made to celebrate the Queen’s 60th Jubilee? How about 
a celebration in the Village Hall, or maybe something could be incorporated in 
next year’s Fun Day, maybe with music from the 50s and 60s? Would be 
interested in hear the thoughts of the Parish Council and/or Fun Day 
Organisers on the matter?” 
An excellent idea! Or maybe even a street party somewhere – I well 
recall the street parties for the 25th Jubilee. Any volunteers to organise 
something along these lines? As a village, we don’t do as much as 
many to celebrate such things! 
“We were recently alarmed by a party of shooters who arrived in 4WD trucks 
in the fields off Heath Road and started shooting at anything that moved. We 
hear that the Police were called.” 
Apparently there has been a vast increase in the rabbit population in the 
fields in question. Local farmers decided on a cull before the seedling 
crops could be devastated by the rabbits, and the cull will be continued 
after the crops have been harvested. The farmers carrying out the cull 
all have properly licensed firearms, which are regularly inspected by the 
Police. They adhere strictly to safety procedures to ensure that there is 
no danger to the general public. 
“Dear sir.  I take  you never visited the end of The Walk during the last 2 
winters. We had no grit for the road let  alone our private drives. We cleared 
our drives and was confronted by black ice those of us that did attempt to use 
our drives found our cars 5mins later sitting in the middle of the road. What do 
you think would happen if a car or person was passing by. Yes I did visit the 
salt  bin which is located  in the wrong location. It was EMPTY. In winter the 
sun does not shine on the end of The Walk so the ICE AND SNOW melts 
very slowly unlike the junction of The Rise. So think on before you put pen to 
paper with your remarks and causing bad feeling with the residents at the end 
of The Walk.” 
Quite so; thinking on, as requested. Sorry if any Walkers were offended! 
(Editor’s note: To the person who wrote to me claiming that Len does not exist, I assure 
you that  he is a concerned long-time resident of the Village. He is not a councillor). 
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FITNESS CLASSES 
held at the Eight Ash Green 

village hall 

Wednesday 09.45  
ZUMBA, £4 per class  

Wednesday 10.30  
legs bums and tums, £4 per class  

or £6.50 if you do both. 

Thursdays 09.30  
Power chi yoga 

£5 per class 

Contact Veronique on 07909 521306 

Bob  
Wheeler 

Handy Man 
Small Domestic Jobs 
Anything Considered 

 

 
 

Sunnyside 
Green Lane 
Aldham 
Phone 01206 212714 
Mobile 07512 339455 

EAG Parish Council 

ALLOTMENTS 
Plots now available, £25 p/a 
Contact the Parish Clerk on 

01206 729200 

 
 

 

BARNPLANTS 
GARDEN CENTRE 
TURKEYCOCK LANE 

01206 213380 

NEW WATER 
FEATURE 
DISPLAY 

GARDEN 
ORNAMENTS 

LISTEN 
TO THE 
SOUND 

OF 
WATER 
IN YOUR 
GARDEN 

RELAX IN 
ANGELA’S 
COFFEE 

SHOP 

GARDEN 
DESIGN 

GARDEN 
FURNITURE 

COTTAGE 
GARDEN 
PLANTS 
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Village People in the News 
 

Cllr Marcus Harrington  
Elected on 5th May as Borough Councillor for the Eight 
Ash Green & West Bergholt Ward of Colchester Borough 
Council. His period of office is May 2011 to 2015. Marcus 
is a keen sportsman and a community vet. He replaces Jill 
Tod who retired after 8 years as Borough Councillor. 
Marcus looks forward to working with Councillor Dennis 
Willetts and County Councillor Anne Brown. 

 

Paul Norton, New Parish Councillor 
Co-opted onto the Parish Council, Paul has lived in 
Fordham Heath for 6 years. For the last year, he has been 
involved with the village Scout group in putting together a 
project to rebuild their headquarters As an accountant by 
profession he will bring his skills to the Parish Council to 
help the local community. 

 

Louise Greenwold, New Parish Councillor  
Co-opted onto the Parish Council, Louise has just moved 
back to Eight Ash Green after a few years away.  She was 
born in Eight Ash Green some 48 years ago and feels like 
she has come home. She is very interested in parish 
council matters.  

From the week commencing 11 July 
2011, a new, more efficient recycling 
and rubbish collection system will be 
introduced. Across the Borough 
collections will in future be on 
Tuesday to Friday. The recycling and 
rubbish collection day for some 
residents of the village will change.  

 

Black bags of rubbish will still be collected weekly. Recycling and rubbish 
will continue to be collected in the same set of containers, but not 
necessarily by the same vehicle. Recycling and rubbish must be tied 
securely and left clearly visible on your property boundary by 7am on the 
day of collection, as the time it’s collected may vary from week to week. 
To check whether your collection day will change from 11th July, go to 
www.ColchesterBorough.com/Rubbish and type in your post-code. 
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SONGS 
OF 

PRAISE 
All Saints Church, 
Eight Ash Green  

Sunday at 7.30pm 
17th July,   

21st August 
18th September. 

Come and sing your favourite 
hymns at a short straightforward 

service. Everyone welcome.  
Further information from Rev 

Harry Boreham, 01206 853769 

A FUN WAY OF GETTING FIT 
WITHOUT ALL THE AGONY. 
IDEAL FOR YOUNG OR OLD. 

 
TWO LEFT FEET NOT OBLIGATORY!!! 

COME ALONG AND GIVE IT A TRY 
YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED 
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Report from Holy Trinity School 

Holy Trinity Celebrates 
the Royal Wedding 

On Thursday 28th April, we 
celebrated the Royal 
Wedding at Holy Trinity 
School. 
We all came to school 
dressed as if we were going 
to a traditional wedding. We 
also enjoyed a delicious 
wedding buffet in the school 
hall complete with bunting 
and mini Union Jack cakes! 

Throughout the school we did various activities to commemorate 
the special occasion. In class 5, we wrote biographies of Kate 
Middleton and Prince William in Literacy. In Maths, we calculated 
the cost of a wedding cake and in Art we designed hats for the 
Queen to wear to the wedding.  
The school finished off the day with a special singing assembly. 
We sang many songs including the National Anthem and 
traditional wedding hymns.   
Finally, we each took 
home a Union Jack Flag 
that Mrs Hann had bought 
for us as a souvenir. 
Overall, we had a great 
day that we will remember 
for many years to come. 
By Sam Bowles & 
Katherine Donnelly  
(Head Boy and Girl at Holy 
Trinity School) 
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01206 86251901206 862519  

Community Speedwatch Campaign 
From comments on the doorstep and in the Parish Plan, many residents in the 
Halstead Road, Spring Lane and the Wood Lane areas of the village have 
expressed their concern about the excessive speed of vehicles, being 
compounded by the sheer volume of traffic, particularly in Halstead Road. 

The Speedwatch Campaign is run at local level by volunteers under the 
direction of the Police.  An initial training session (3 hours) entitles volunteers 
to operate speed guns under controlled conditions, with safety to the fore. 

First offenders caught by Speedwatch are issued with a gentle warning by the 
Police. Those caught for a second time get a firmer warning, and the Police 
will prosecute if a driver is caught 3 times.  The purpose is to create a culture 
of speed awareness. 

A training session is about to take place but we need several more volunteers 
from the village.  Speedwatch gives those residents most concerned by the 
problem a real opportunity to be part of the solution.  Some residents have told 
me they would feel more comfortable sharing duties with our colleagues in 
West Bergholt, taking a shift there in exchange for a resident of West Bergholt 
taking a shift in Eight Ash Green.  This can be arranged. 

If you would like to help make Eight Ash Green a safer, more speed aware 
village, please volunteer for Speedwatch and contact Marcus Harrington on 
241411 or e-mail cllr.marcus.harrington@colchester.gov.uk. 
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Eight Ash Green Scouts Cubs and Beavers 
The past few months have been extremely busy ones for 
all parts of the Eight Ash Green Scout Group. 

Two very successful fundraising events have happened recently. First 
we sold sweets at the Royal British Legion’s recreation of Escape to 
Victory at the Colchester United ground and then on Saturday 11th June 
we had our first jumble sale.  
To say the jumble sale was a success would be an understatement.  
Firstly the amount of jumble, bric a brac and books that were donated 
completely exceeded our expectations. Then on the day the number of 
people that turned up was absolutely amazing. The great thing was that 
we had Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer scouts helping out on the 
day as well as the section leaders and parents and grandparents. An 
amazing amount of money was raised from the jumble as well as the 
boards we had around the village from a local estate agent and the 
raffle and other stalls we had on the day. 
Our next fundraising event will be at the village festival on the heath 
when we will again be selling bric a brac; and children’s’ books toys and 
games, and we will be packing bags in a local large orange 
supermarket on the 23rd July. Please come along and see us. 
The fundraising has of 
course got a purpose. That 
is to raise funds to rebuild 
our Head Quarters building, 
which is in dire need of 
replacement. We are at the 
stage of discussing plans with an architect, but we need a lot more 
money than we currently have to go forwards. So the next stages will be 
to agree the plans and apply for planning permission after consulting 
with our landlords and neighbours. Once we have a design the intention 
is that we will carry on fund raising and also start applying for grants.  
The reason we want a new Head Quarters is so that the young people 
who participate in our events have a great environment from which to 
learn and enjoy themselves. The Beavers are always having fun and 
learning to enjoy new experiences.  Many of these young people 
participated in their first Beaver Sleepover in May.  With lots of them 
helping to collect, sort and sell Jumble they are also entered into the 
community spirit and enjoying the fundraising challenge at the same 
time.                                                                                          Continued 
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SATURN MOTOR 
SERVICES 

 
WYVERN FARM 
LONDON ROAD 

STANWAY 
COLCHESTER 

 
TEL 01206 213323 

MOBILE: 07725 321033 

SERVICING, 
MOT’S, REPAIRS 

 
ALL MECHANICAL 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 
30+ YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
 

REASONABLE RATES 
 

QUALITY LOCAL 
SERVICE 

 
 
 
 

Cubs have been busy this spring term, making the most of the good 
weather. We have joined in many District events including a cooking 
competition, chess tournament, cyclo-cross and a zoo day at 
Colchester Zoo, as well as hiking, tobogganing at Ipswich ski centre, 
making rope, learning knots, fire-lighting, a sleepover and getting 
ready for our camps in June, July and September. We also look 
forward to welcoming the Beavers up to Cubs next term. 
The Scouts have also had a busy time. A notable achievement is that 
three Scouts have been awarded the Chief Scouts Gold Award. This 
takes many hours of effort spread over several years to achieve, and 
it is rare to have this number of scouts obtain such a high honour in 
what is quite a small troop. 
Any young people wanting to join in the fun and adventure can mail 
us at eag.scoutgroup@btinternet.com. We always have room for 
adults to join in as well, both to help with the sections, help us to run 
the group or help with the new HQ mail as above. In addition any 
young person aged 14-18 can join the Legacy Explorers which meet 
at our HQ and do many exciting things, please use the same email. 
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The Editor’s Column 
In the November 2010 edition, the editorial team raised the 
question of the future of the Village Newsletter, now that the 
Parish Council has invested in a modern web-site for the village 
(www.eightashgreen.com). In the March edition we reported 
significant support for retaining the printed edition. This has 
been confirmed by further survey canvassing. 
Essex County Council have refused permission for Colchester Skip Hire 
to redevelop their existing facility at Wormingford. Although villagers 
complain vehemently about the volume of traffic from skip lorries, the 
latest application was again refused because it would constitute a 
industrial development in the country-side. 
On a related matter, County Councillor Tracey Chapman, portfolio holder 
for Highways, recently visited the village to inspect the state of disrepair 
of the roads, particularly the route from the A1124 to Wormingford used 
by the skip lorries. Cllr Chapman’s inspection was preceded by a 
meeting in Eight Ash Green with Chris Gray (EAG Parish Council 
Chairman) and Borough and County Councillors. Our main point was 
that the maintenance levels should reflect the volume and type of traffic, 
even if the route is not classified as an A or B road. 
Many Villagers were perplexed when a local newspaper published a 
article suggesting that Iron Latch Wood was the subject of a residential 
planning application. Despite the misleading photograph of the former 
British Rail sidings, it is only the 9 acres on the Stanway side of the 
railway that is zoned for residential use. The 30 acres on the Eight Ash 
Green side is definitely not going to be developed and will remain as 
woodland. A Colchester cycle group have suggested that a paved cycle 
route should go through the Wood, but many local people want it left as it 
is. The editor would appreciate views on this matter. 
The Parish Council’s new notice boards on the bus shelters are a great 
improvement. Well-done to all concerned. 
The next issue of the newsletter will be in November 2011. The deadline 
for contributions is 21st October 2011 
Finally, the editor thanks the advertisers and Parish Council who fund the 
newsletter, and the willing band of deliverers who distribute it through 
every front door in the Village.  
Dennis Willetts,  
The Retreat, Wood Lane. Tel: 240314,   
cllr.dennis.willetts@colchester.gov.uk 
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1St Eight Ash Green Brownies  
It has been a busy spring for us at Brownies, we 
have been learning all about the environment and 
how we can help to keep our planet clean and 
green. 

We have recycled 2l drinks bottles into mini-greenhouses to grow our own 
tomatoes and carrots.  We used old cardboard to make friendship bracelet 
wheels.  We learnt all about food miles and tried to taste the difference 
between local apple juice and that from further afield.  We took a trip up to 
Hill House Wood, where we had a look at the sorts of creatures you find in 
a fresh water stream, checked out the bird boxes and enjoyed the warm 
weather.   
We also enjoyed taking part in the Happy Me challenge, undertaking a 
selection of activities to boost the girls self esteem and to help them be the 
best that they can be. 
We also took part in the St George’s Day Parade through Colchester.  
Coming up for the rest of term we have decided to work on the NEE 
Challenger Challenge, with lots of fun nautical and seaside activities 
planned. 

 

J R FISHER Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
————————————————————————————————— 

Gas Safe Register (formerly Corgi)  
 

Complete Bathroom & Ensuite Installations, 
including tiling 

 

Central Heating Installations/Alterations/Power-Flushing 
Boiler Changes & Breakdown Repairs 

 

Gas Boiler Servicing – gas safety certificates issued to 
homeowners, landlords & tenants 

 

Tel/Fax 01206 243334 / Mobile 07771 646590 
Email fisherpenberry@aol.com 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
We meet at Fordham Village Hall. For details contact 

our Secretary, Audrey Crees on 01206 241293 
We have had some interesting speakers over the past couple of months, 
the kerbside recycling by Colchester Council was informative and made 
the members think about the best way of disposing of our rubbish.  It was 
fascinating to see the different products which could be made out of 
recycled materials. Our County Annual Meeting held at Leisure World 
was well attended and had a variety of interesting speakers. Frances 
Boardman in April spoke about the many famous women in history and 
their association with various foods concluding with why croissants aren't 
French!  In May, we were entertained by Neil Catchpole who regaled us 
with Tales from the Country.   Our AGM is on 1st November.  

AUGUST MEETING 
Tuesday 2nd   

Sue Ryder care 
Past-present-future  

FINAL FINAL FINAL REMINDER of DIGITAL  
SWITCH-OVER OF TELEVISION 6th July 2011 

Our TV signals come either via a Satellite dish, or via an aerial on the 
roof (or in the loft). The digital switchover only affects  those of us with 
an aerial on our roof or in the loft. The aerial picks up channels 
broadcast from the TV transmitter at Sudbury. 

Currently Sudbury transmits the main channels (BBC. BBC2, ITV, Ch4) 
in “analogue” format. It also transits these channels and more than 40 
other channels in freeview “digital” format. The Sudbury transmitter will 

no longer broadcast “analogue” channels 
after 6th July. If you have an old TV or video 
recorder that receives only the 4 analogue 
channels, you will need to either replace it with 
a digital model (expensive), or buy a freeview 
box (£20-£30) which converts the digital 
signals to the old analogue format. 

The BBC is running a Help-line on what to do: 
08456 505050 or website www.digitaluk.co.uk.  

SEPT MEETING 
Tuesday 6th   

Do you know your 
birds 

OCT MEETING 
Tuesday 4th   
Work as a 

wardrobe mistress 
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Eight Ash Green 
Village Festival 

 

The 2011 Festival will be held on The Heath on  
Saturday 16th July  

1pm - 11pm 

Bigger, Brighter, Bolder 
TEN LOCAL BANDS PLAYING THROUGHOUT THE DAY 
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ASHCROFT REST HOME 
 

Family-run home 
Established 25 years 
CSCI Registered–  
Dementia Care 
 
Specialists in  
caring for clients  
with Dementia  
and Alzheimer’s 
 

 
Our objective is to provide for 
the health and social needs 
of each of our residents with 
professionalism, compassion 
and experience. We will care 
for them as an individual 
through understanding, 
respect and dignity. 
 

Please contact Andrea or Barbara for further information 
 

Telephone 01206 767367 
Visit our website at  

www.ashcroftresthome.co.uk 
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Eight Ash Green 
Village Festival 

 

The Heath on Saturday 16th July, 1pm - 11pm 

Win a CELEBRATION CAKE! 
Donated by Sugar Bees 

 

Bake any Cake you like. 
Bring your Cake to the Festival Cake Stall before 2pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Cakes will be judged by Sugar Bees Essex, 
Local professional Cake Makers. 

 

After Judging, all cakes will be sold to raise 
Festival Funds. 
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WEST BERGHOLT GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 
You are invited to come along to our next speaker meeting & 
AGM on 19 September at 7.30pm in the Orpen Memorial Hall, 
West Bergholt.  Ian Baalham will present on ‘Top Ten Trees of 
Colchester’. We have seven speaker meetings a year; 
summer outings to national and local gardens and an annual 
plant sale in May.  In the run up to the end of 2011, October’s speaker topic 
is Around the Flower Shows by Richard Ford succeeded by Roger Harvey 
speaking on Hellebores in the Winter Garden in November.  On a festive 
theme, in December Maureen Sayer will demonstrate and speak on ‘Do 
Your Own Christmas Arrangements’. 

This summer’s outings have taken us to Wickham Place Farm Gardens, 
Wickham Bishops; the exuberant Old Vicarage Gardens at East Ruston; and 
Maldon to see Beeleigh Abbey riverside gardens set in a picturesque and 
historic setting dating from the 13th century. In September we will participate 
in the RHS’s ‘Dig Together Day’.  The theme is ‘Growing as a Community’ 
focusing on a public area in our village.  There will be a members’ coach 
outing to ‘A Taste of Autumn’ at RHS Hyde Hall in October. 

Large garden, allotment holder, small window box, devoted gardener 
or just a passing interest - why not join our gardening club? 

Enquiries: Valerie Lofthouse, 01206 855450 - valerielofthouse1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Eight Ash Green Action Group 
The AGM of the Eight Ash Green Action Group was held in the Village Hall on 
30 March 2011 attended by 38 residents of the village. A précis follows: 
Jenny Jones, Treasurer, reported a balance of £10,043 held in the EAGAG 
accounts, which had been audited and signed-off by Colin Pilgrim FCA. 
Ted Gittins, EAGAG Planning Adviser, gave a report on the 10 year Local 
Development Framework Plan. There will be no changes to the village 
envelope, no new housing sites and no increased capacity. There would be no 
park and ride sites on the west side of Colchester. The park and ride site was 
to be north of Colchester by the football ground then the Borough Council 
would look to the east. The timing of the Action Group had been good and its 
campaign had been extremely successful and in view of the current economic 
climate, the prospects of a park and ride in village were very slim. 
Alan Chapman, Committee Chairman, led a discussion on the future of the 
Action Group. The Action Group Committee had waited 2 years to clarify the 
position with the Local Development Framework plan and now wanted to wind 
up the Group.  
The Treasurer had previously asked all those who had requested a 
proportionate return of their original donation in the event of funds remaining 
upon the winding up of the Action Group. Of those 24 who had initially 
requested this, to date 7 people had requested a refund which would be 66% 
of their donation, amounting to £379.50. The amount available for distribution 
as at the date of the AGM is £9,663.52.  
The Committee recommended that money raised by the village should be 
spent in the village. A form had been prepared to enable village organisations 
to bid for funds by 31 May 2011. 
A number of villagers made the point that funds should be retained as an 
emergency fund in the event of future needs. Several villagers suggested that 
this fund be retained by the Parish Council. There was discussion about the 
status of EAGAG and whether it’s constitution could be changed to retain a 
fund as it was only set up to fight a park and ride.  
A vote was carried by a majority (17 for, 10 against) that £4,500 should be put 
into a fighting fund to be held by the Parish Council. Parish Councillor Richard 
Brown was asked to explore with the Parish Council whether they could hold 
the fighting fund against possible future need.  
The existing Committee was re-elected.  
The full minutes can be viewed at www.ColchesterBorough.com/EAGAG. 
 

Editor’s note: At it’s meeting on 8th June, the Parish Council considered the 
request from EAGAG to hold its fighting fund. The Parish Clerk advised of a 
possible conflict of interest and legal impediments.  The Council declined. 
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ESSEX 
COUNTY 

STANDARD 
 

The Village correspondent for 
the Rural Life Column in the 
Essex County Standard is 
Colin Fairweather, 01206 
562860, 48 The Walk, Eight 
Ash Green, CO6 3QG.  
 

R e p o r t s  f r o m  l o c a l 
organisations should be sent 
directly to Colin for publication 
in the Essex County Standard. 
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BRICK KILN FARM 
 
 

FRESH FREE  
RANGE EGGS &  

LOCAL PRODUCE 
Open 7 days a week 8am to 1pm 

Tele 01206 213509 
For free local delivery 

W & DT Ralph 
Brick Kiln Farm 

Turkey Cock Lane 
Stanway CO3 8ND 
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ATTENTION CENTRAL 
HEATING OIL USERS. 

It is proposed to set up a village syndicate to purchase heating oil to avail 
ourselves of bulk purchasing power.  

Each member of the syndicate would be responsible for deciding how much oil 
they require, and for paying the supplier directly. The syndicate would ensure 
that the supplier delivers a considerable quantity of oil to a small area, thus 
sharing in the benefits of the supplier’s reduced transport costs and time.  
Several oil supply companies have expressed an interest in serving our village. 
Some oil companies suggested we order two or three times a year. This would 
of course depend on the number of members. More members more frequent 
ordering.  
Initially we need to know how many users would be interested in joining the 
scheme. Some villages already do this quite successfully. 

If  you are interested please e-mail  Trevor Westal l  at 
EagOilSyndicate@ColchesterBorough.com with your name, address and 
telephone number.  If the numbers are sufficient a more detailed plan will be 
produced and interested parties informed. 

CARDIO BLAST 
Aerobic class followed by toning. 

Holy Trinity Primary school,  
Monday nights 8-9pm. All fitness levels 

welcome. Only £4.  
YMCA+REPS qualified Instructor. 

Have Fun, Keep Fit 
Term-time at school-runs in holidays, but 

please call for details 
01206213443 / 07904115637 

Attended  
Refuse  
Freighter 
On 9th July & 3rd September 

 

School access, Fiddlers Folly  
11:00am – 11:25 
Top of the Heath  
11:30am – 12:00 
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Eight Ash Green is in the 
Roman Catholic Parish of St 
Therese of Lisieux, which 
serves Lexden and the 
surrounding villages.  

The Church of St Therese will be 40 years old on 
the 16th September and Parish Priest, Fr Tom 
Lavin, (pictured) will be leading a parish pilgrimage 
to Lisieux in France to mark this special occasion.    

Fr Tom was appointed Parish Priest last 
November on the retirement of Monsignor Arthur 
Barrow who had served in the parish for ten years.  
With a very large congregation at the 11.00am on 
Sunday 21st November, Monsignor Barrow 
celebrated his last Mass in the parish and many 
gifts were given to him in the hall afterwards. 

Fr Tom brings a wealth of experience to the Parish. He was ordained a 
priest in All Hallows College, Dublin, in 1974 for the Diocese of 
Brentwood which covers the whole of Essex and five of the London 
Boroughs.  His first appointment was to St George's Walthamstow. 
While he was there he was chaplain to the parish primary schools, 
secondary school, and convent.  In 1976 he was appointed to St 
Augustine, Barkingside.  His next parish was Holy Family Dagenham 
where he organised the Youth Club and parish pilgrimages to various 
shrines.  In 1982 he was appointed to Our Lady Immaculate parish, 
Chelmsford.  1986 saw him going back to the East End of London for 
seven years in St Margaret's Canning Town.  

He was London Port Chaplain ministering to the seafarers in Anchor 
House, the seafarers hostel.  Another appointment came in 1992 to St 
Helen's Westcliff-on Sea and in 2001 to SS Peter & Pauls, Ilford and it is 
from there that he came to our Parish of St Therese of Lisieux. 

This year, 35 children are receiving their First Holy Communion and 65 
teenagers will be confirmed by Fr Tom in October.   

A recent survey showed that many parishioners want to take a very 
active part in the parish as new organisations, groups, teams, societies 
and associations are being formed.  The Mass attendance on Sundays 
is over 600 and the parish is blessed to have its own Primary School, 
and St Benedict's College. 

Roman Catholic Parish 
of St Therese of Lisieux. 
Clairmont Road, Lexden 
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Green Parishes Scheme & Love Where You Live 2011 
The Parish Council has been informed of two new initiatives, the 
first being run by Colchester Borough Council and the second by 
Essex County Council.  

The Green Parishes Scheme is due to launch officially on 24 June 
2011. Greenenviro Energy Services, based in Marks Tey, are keen 
to support a tree planting initiative with Town and Parish Councils 
to help offset their emissions when travelling to and from 
installations. GES are prepared to put in money for the purchase of 
whips and transplants to enable councils to work with their 
community to improve the environment.   

 It is thought plant material will be available in January 2012 and 
one of the benefits of the scheme would be the engagement of the 
community in the creation of new planted areas. 

Love Where You Live 2011 follows on from Essex County 
Council’s Love Where You Live Week, held last year, aimed at 
encouraging Essex residents to organise and take part in their own 
community clean-up events. The scheme was a great success with 

over 40 local events taking place 
across the county, and over 1000 
participants.  

The official launch of the 
campaign will be in July, and aims 
to be bigger and better, with 
events being held throughout the 
year, as opposed to a week long 
campaign. 

Eight Ash Green Parish Council 
are always willing to support and 
assist in community events and 
are seeking your thoughts and 
suggestions in regard to these two 
initiatives. Any ideas?  Please 
contact Liz Warren Tel 01206 
2 4 0 6 2 6 ,   E  m a i l :  
johnwarren18@live.co.uk 

LITTLE MALTINGS 
 

Feline Lodge (Cattery) 
Fully approved 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbotts Lane 
Eight Ash Green 

Colchester CO6 3QL 
 

01206 564401 
07956 429102 

Prop. Brenda Eagland 
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Revd Aella Gage 
The Rectory, Wood Lane  

01206 243266 
Our ever popular childrens’ 
Holiday Club will run from 

22-25th August. 
For details and enrolment 
contact Alex Johnstone 

(AJ) our Youth & Childrens’ 
worker, on 243265 

Letter of thanks from Borough Councillor Marcus Harrington 
Please allow me to express my sincere thanks to those residents of Eight Ash 
Green who voted for me in the local election on May 5th.  I am honoured and 
humbled to have been elected one of the two Colchester Borough Councillors 
for the Eight Ash Green & West Bergholt Ward. I also wish to give credit to all 
the other candidates, especially the Green and Independent candidates who live 
locally.  Further, I wish to thank my wife, Liz, family and helpers for their support. 

Having lived in Eight Ash Green for 5 years before moving to West Bergholt, I 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting so many residents and old friends while canvassing 
and thank them for their friendly welcomes.  I am left with many personal 
memories, such as how lovely it was to see children playing safely in the street 
under adult supervision on both of my visits to Brick Street. 

Please allow me, too, to reassure those village residents who are clients at my 
veterinary practice that this extra responsibility will not affect my availability at 
the surgery.  I continue to be fully committed to the Ark. 

There were many issues that were discussed during the election, the main one 
being traffic in general with particular concern about the speed and sheer 
volume of traffic on the A1124.  I cannot promise miracles, at least immediately, 
but I take villagers’ concerns very seriously.  With my fellow Borough Councillor 
Dennis Willetts, I look forward to serving the people of Eight Ash Green. 

Yours sincerely, 
Marcus Harrington 
Barn End, Cooks Hall Lane, West Bergholt, 01206 241411 
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Consulting on the future of the Village 
01206 248628 Ext 1124     eagpp@ColchesterBorough.com 

Dennis Willetts 
Press Officer 

John Allcock 
Chairman 

Steve Brown 
Secretary 

Keith Winterbourne 
Treasurer 

Jenny Jones 
Committee 
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Parish Plan Group 
Quarterly Report. 
By John Allcock, Chairman. 
Good news – on the 8th June, the Parish Council fully endorsed the 
work undertaken by the Parish Plan Group when it presented the 
final draft of the Parish Plan. Our report in the March newsletter, 
described the skeleton of the Plan, but the meat of it has now been 
agreed – the Action Plan.  

There are ten Actions, one about planning (eg future 
developments), four about transport (eg new pedestrian crossings 
near Wood Lane and Turkey Cock Lane), four about facilities (eg 
protection of the Heath) and one about the environment (dog 
fouling). Each of these individual items is supported by a short 
summary setting out the background, the objectives and the 
expectations. 

The Parish Council has agreed the distribution strategy. The Parish 
Plan will be published on their Village website 
(www.eightashgreen.com), and on the Parish Plan Group website. 
In addition, we will provide copies to local shops and amenities, and 
where village people gather.  

We aim to formally “launch” the Plan at the Village Festival on 16th 
July where we will have a couple of glossy, colour copies available 
for people to read and there will be a limited number of black and 
white hard copies. 

In conclusion, I would like to pay tribute to both past and present 
members of the Group for all their hard work over a period in 
excess of two years to get us to this stage and to commend their 
contributions as part of a team effort, in producing a Parish Plan 
that we believe truly reflects the wishes and aspirations of you, the 
villagers. 

Our work is not completely finished as we will be reforming as the 
“Village Design Statement Group” to reflect that we need to produce 
a Statement that describes the character of the village supported by 
design guidance.  
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Bus Report 
By Christine Willetts. 
Parish Council Transport 
Representative. 
Thanks to all the requests and comments given in the village 
questionnaire, the weekly mini bus to Sainsbury’s is finally here!! 
The single service runs every Monday except Bank Holidays.  The 
fare is  £2.50, but bus passes are accepted.  We start at the 
Holiday Inn bus lay-by at 10am,  go down the Halstead Road, turn 
right into Wood Lane, then do a circular tour of the village.  We 
then travel along Seven Star Green and Turkey Cock Lane and 
approach Sainsbury’s from the Copford Road. 
The bus stops are shown in the table on page 33.  But we are 
aware that some roads like Heath Road, Halstead Road and 
Spring Lane are fairly long and it could be quite a distance to your 
nearest stop.  And of course, Seven Star Green / Turkey Cock lane 
have no official bus stops at all!  So if you live along these roads, 
just stand on the verge at the appropriate  time and give us a wave 
so we can pick you up. 
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Although we have definite pick up points, we will always try and 
return you and your shopping bags closer to home if we are able 
and there is sufficient space for the mini bus to turn around.  So 
we will go down Porters Lane towards the Close, and will get as 
far up as we can in The Walk, The Rise and Searle Way. 
There are 14 seats on the mini bus, and my greatest worry is that 
we will be full before we’ve picked up all of our passengers!  In this 
case, as soon as the driver has dropped off the first group of 
passengers, he will immediately go back for the others.   
The first group will return at 12 noon as usual, then the driver will 
return to Sainsbury’s to pick up the second group.  This is the 
official policy of our bus organisation, so no one will be without 
their shopping for that week! 
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Essex County Council 0845 743 0430 

Colchester Borough Council 282222 

Eight Ash Green Parish Council 729200 

Holy Trinity Primary School 240880 

Stanway School 575488 

Village Hall booking 562860 

Police Constable Vicky Sanders  07966 197134 

Revd Aella Gage  (Church of England) 243266 

Revd Ruth Ridge (Methodist) 242183 

Father Tom Lavin (Catholic) 576898 

Zen Dental Clinic, Tollgate 762417 

Tollgate Heath Centre 710030 

The Cricketers 240666 

Bernard Jenkin. MP 01376 564292 

Cllr Anne Brown, County Councillor 321241 

Cllr Marcus Harrington, Borough Councillor 01206 241411 

Cllr Dennis Willetts, Borough Councillor 240314 

Chris Gray, Chairman, EAG Parish Council 07909 926811 

Richard Brown, Parish Councillor 07894 789107 

Andrew Cook, Vice-chairman & Parish Councillor 07584 218280 

Michael Flynn, Parish Councillor 242191 

Derek Franklin, Parish Councillor 210959 

Louise Greenwold, Parish Councillor 572645 

Paul Norton, Parish Councillor 07771 935671 

Liz Warren, Parish Councillor 240626 

Christine Willetts, Parish Councillor 240314 

Francois Rossouw Dental Practice 764111 
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Monday  ——  Scouts (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.00 Big Circuit Workout, Village Hall 
19.30 Ladies Monday Club, Methodist Church 
20.00 Cardio Blast, Keep Fit,  Holy Trinity Primary School 

Tuesday  ——  Explorer Scouts (ring 0845-0946-208 for details) 
19.30 Line Dancing, Village Hall 
19.30 WI, (1st Tuesday) Fordham Village Hall 
20.00 Harley Davidson Club (1st Tuesday), The Cricketers 

Wednesday 09.45 Zumba, Village Hall 
10.30 Lower Body Blitz, Village Hall  
18.30 Village Youth Club (3rd & 4th Weds)  Village Hall 
19.00 Wednesday Club (1st Wednesday) Village Hall 
19.30 Parish Council (2nd Wednesday) Village Hall 
20.00 Quiz night (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 
20.00 Mini Club (1st Wednesday) The Cricketers 
20.00 VW club (alternate Wednesdays) The Cricketers 

Thursday 09.30 Power Chi Yoga, Village Hall 
10.00 Daisy Beaders, (2nd Thursday) The Cricketers 
 ——  Cubs (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
11.00 Holy Communion, (Last Thursday)  All Saints Church 
19.30 Christadelphians Bible Class, Village Hall 

Friday 11.30 Zumba, Village Hall 
16.30 Karate Club, Village Hall 
 ——  Beavers (ring 0844 414 2746 for time and venue) 
19.30 Mens’ Darts & Snooker Club, Village Hall 

Saturday           Village Hall available for hire 

Sunday 09.30 Worship, EAG Methodist Church 
10.00 Worship, Fordham (EAG and Fordham congregations) 
11.15 Morning Prayer, All Saints EAG (1st Sunday in month) 
14.15 Christadelphians Memorial meeting, Village Hall 
16.15 Christadelphians Bible Talk, Village Hall 

Published by EAG Parish Plan Group for Eight Ash Green Parish Council 
Printed by Heron Print, Unit 1, Byford Court, Lady Lane Industrial Estate, Hadleigh, IP7 6RD 

 

Opinions appearing in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, the Parish Plan Group or Eight Ash Green Parish Council.  
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