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Essex Highways – ready for winter 
  
 
Keeping the roads in Essex safe throughout winter is always one of our top priorities. 

Essex Highways is ready for the winter season, with 15,000 tonnes of salt available 

and a fleet of 63 gritting lorries on standby around the clock. 

  

Essex Highways, a partnership between Essex County Council and Ringway 

Jacobs, is required to focus its salting resources on keeping major roads clear, so it 

operates a salting network. This includes all ‘A’ and ‘B’ roads, access routes for 

emergency services, rural link roads and major public transport routes. 

  

You can keep up to speed with the Essex Highways gritting lorries online, thanks to 

a live tracking system. Each gritting lorry has been fitted with a GPS tracker, which 

allows their movements to be tracked in real-time via a map available at 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways. This makes it easier for you to find out when the 

gritting lorries are out, and which roads have been salted. 

  

You can also keep up to date on when Essex roads will be salted by following us on 

Twitter @Essex_Travel. A host of other winter related information is also available at 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways, including advice on safe driving, vehicle preparation 

and clearing snow from pavements and driveways. 

  

Essex County Council’s winter salt bag partnership is back again this year to give 

greater control to local communities. A total of 186 Parish and Town Councils and 16 

County Councillors have signed up to the scheme and will be organising their own 

team of winter volunteers to clear snow and salt areas of local concern. Each 

participating council or councillor has received their one tonne of salt, packaged in 

25kg bags, for use in their local areas. 

  

All salt bins owned by Essex Highways are being filled for the start of winter. This 

salt is to be used sparingly on the highway, and is not to be taken for use on private 

residencies. Essex Highways cannot guarantee that bins will be refilled during the 

winter, as resources have to be prioritised towards the main network. 
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Essex County Council  

Trading Standards Update  
November 2013 

 
 
 
 
I am pleased to present the latest newsletter for Trading 
Standards, who have had a very busy month. 
 
Look out for illegally imported animals, this is a worrying 
trend. Our own dog contracted a disease which 
originated from North America or Europe, this was 
contracted from another animal in the UK.  
 
Be careful at Christmas, as branded presents might be 

counterfeit. Anything you can think of can be reproduced and counterfeited, so it is 
really important that when buying gifts you ensure that you purchase these from 
reputable sellers.  
 
I am pleased that this month trading standards are looking at labelling guidance as 
many consumers are buying products that they believe are healthy products, but 
contain large amounts of sugar.  
 
Partnership working with our Police Services is a really important aspect of what we 
do in Trading Standards. This has been evident in catching DVD counterfeiters, 
rogue traders and operation Albatross which has been a very successful project in 
catching criminals driving illegal vehicles. 
 
Cllr Roger Walters 
Cabinet Member for Waste & Recycling and Trading Standards 
 
 
BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN REGULATORS AND REGULATED 
 
Our lead officer on Product Safety (including cosmetics products) was invited to 
speak at a European industry Cosmetics Compliance Summit in London. 
Representing UK Trading Standards authorities as well as Essex County Council, his 
remit at the October Summit was to talk on how the new EU Cosmetics Regulation 
will be enforced. The audience was made up from multi-national companies such as 
Estee Lauder, Boots, Kao Europe (Molton Brown), GSK, etc., as well as SMEs, 
consultancies, trade associations and the animal rights pressure group Cruelty Free 



3 
 

International. The summit gave us a fantastic opportunity to break down barriers and 
explain new ways of working embraced by Trading Standards in the post-austerity 
era. We stressed to the trade audience how we take a risk-based approach, focusing 
on tackling bad businesses and helping small and growing ones. Examples of strong 
legal action taken by Trading Standards on cosmetics safety were given (including 
ECC’s successful prosecution of an illegal teeth whitening business in November 
2012), as well as talk of how the broad skill set of trading standards officers can help 
businesses in practical ways that they may not have first thought. A number of 
compliments were received after his presentation, and a number of delegates 
subsequently sought a private networking audience!  The main learning point for 
Trading Standards is that whatever the size of the business we must never assume 
that they understand what we do, the scope of our remit, how we approach our work, 
and how useful we can be to them. (Richard Knight) 
 
CHILDREN IN NEED 

Friday 15th November 2013 saw New Dukes Way spring into their 
day wearing their very best pyjamas, onesies, slippers and dressing 
gowns to raise money for Children in Need. Officers made cakes, 
had raffles, organised sweepstakes and even had a bring and buy 
sale plus a name the teddy bear competition! The day was very 
successful and eventually raised over £600 for the charity. A huge 
thanks to everyone that took part in the day! (Emma Brown) 

 
COUNTERFEITING 
 
On Tuesday 20 November 2013 at Chelmsford Crown Court a sentencing hearing 
was held dealing with a matter involving the possession of over 
4000 items of counterfeit Ralph Lauren, Links of London, 
Barbour and Hunter clothing and jewellery by a businessman 
from Harlow. The judge heard that this was not the defendant’s 
first offence relating to counterfeit goods, and upon passing his 
sentence he commented that “Trading Standards Officers battle 
this growing problem valiantly, but it is hard to hold back the 
flood gates of crime”. The judge went on to say 
that  counterfeiting is not a victimless crime as it is theft from the trademark holders 
and effects those people who have spent money to own the real goods as their value 
is diluted by the fakes. The defendant was warned that any offence committed in the 
next 2 years would trigger his 8 months in prison, plus any additional penalty for that 
other crime. (Emma Brown) 
 
eBay SELLER CONFESSES ALL! 
 
Trading Standards Officers executed a warrant at a premises in Colchester. A test 
purchased carried out by the brand holders of G-Star had confirmed that their 
clothing which was being sold via an eBay account was counterfeit. Officers seized a 
quantity of clothing and computer equipment from the house. The occupier admitted 
selling counterfeit clothing and an Investigation is being carried out for alleged 
offences under the Trade Marks Act. (Sophia Harris, Lindsay Gaskin, Paul Harvey 
and Madison Da costa) 
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FOOD REGISTERED AND COMPLIANT 
 
Since April this year we have received over 700 food registration applications from 
new food businesses that are starting up here in Essex.  Our partnership working 
with Borough, City and District colleagues ensures that this information is shared 
with us helping us to keep our database records up to date and accurate. We use 
the information to ensure that the correct risk ratings are applied to businesses and 
helps us target our resources at those businesses that pose the greatest risk of non-
compliance and possible detriment to Essex consumers and other Essex 
Businesses.  (Jenny Wiehahn & Claire Power) 
 

LABELLING GUIDANCE FOR ‘NOT SO HEALTHY SNACKS’ 
 
Recent food label checks by officers on some foods manufactured in the County 
have highlighted a number of issues including a failure to convey accurate 
information to consumers. A producer of cereal bars claimed their products were 
“healthy snacks which are really good for you”.  In actual fact the bars contain over 
40% sugar and therefore the claim that they are ‘healthy’ was not permitted. The 
same company claimed the bars were made with “all the finest natural ingredients”, 
but a closer inspection showed the ingredients included many additives and fatty 
acids. A local Jam manufacturer who claimed their jams contained “no added sugar”, 
were advised that their labels needed to change to reflect the fact that they actually 
had fruit juice added to the product as a sweetener.  An Essex chocolatier who 
declared her chocolates were “free of additives” was surprised to learn that one of 
the ingredients that she was using contained three artificial stabilisers and an 
antioxidant. All incorrect information has either been, or is in the process of being 
rectified by the companies concerned. This important work ensures that Essex 
consumers now have the information they need and can trust to make informed 
buying decisions about healthy, natural products. (Jon Dyer)  
 

GROOMING THE VULNERABLE WITH A PUPPY 
 
We have interceded in a Doorstep case recently where the practice of “grooming” 
victims was taken to another level.  A couple in their 80’s from the Brentwood area 

had been approached by traders who carried out 
repairs to the guttering and did some external painting 
on their property.  The traders were then going to 
clean and paint the roof.  The consumer was reluctant 
to agree to this but the traders pressured the 
gentlemen into agreeing to have the work done the 
next day.  However, that evening, whilst watching 
“Rogue Traders” on the television the couple realised 
that they had been the victims of a similar scam to 

one that was featured on the programme.  The next morning they called us and 
when they told the traders we were on our way they left and have not returned.  The 
“grooming” element involved the trader presenting the couple with a puppy after 

Mr Pickles 
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hearing how sad they were that their dog had recently passed away.  The year old 
puppy did actually turn out to be just 12 weeks old!  (Lisa Riches, Gary Nunn).    

 
ENSURING BONFIRE NIGHT DOESN’T GO WITH A BOOM! 
 
Between the 15th October and the 5th November we carried out annual checks at 
businesses storing and selling fireworks – primarily to ensure they were not 
overstocked and were storing fireworks safely. 269 premises within Essex were 
registered to sell fireworks and officers managed to inspect 237 of these. Although 
officers issued 24 infringement notices for various non-compliances, thankfully we 
did not come across any serious storage issues that required any further 
investigation or seizures.  

 
This year we piloted a new way of working with colleagues at Essex Fire & Rescue 
Service (EFRS).  The proposal for this partnership opportunity was that we would 
have 4 officers from the EFRS assisting Trading Standards Officers in carrying out 
our firework visits but it also gave them an opportunity to carry out fire inspection 
audits of premises that probably that have not been audited in the past . In turn, 
officers from the RPP Team would carry out a basic fire inspection audit alongside 
our firework inspections. Relevant training was provided for both agencies however 
due to sickness, only one officer from EFRS, Paul Baker, was able to assist us this 
year. This pilot scheme proved to be very successful and will probably be continued 
next year. (Michelle Walsh, Michael Alston, Hayley Willis, Bev Mair and Paul 
Sheffield) 
 
ESSEX RETAILERS RESPOND WELL TO FIREWORKS ADVICE AND TEST 
PURCHASES 
 
The week leading up to bonfire night is always a busy one for Essex Trading 
Standards…. Registrations to store fireworks are often being applied for right up until 
the last minute.  Over 200 registrations were granted this year and retailers were 
advised about safe storage as well as preventing underage sales. 
 
We know that every year there are accidents resulting in injury caused by fireworks, 
and that this is more prevalent in young people.  We strive to ensure that young 
people are not being illegally sold fireworks and this year delivered under age sales 
advice to retailers providing them with comprehensive guidance on how to prevent 
these sales from occurring.  We followed this up with test purchasing in certain areas 
within the county including Basildon and Billericay, Harlow, Tendring, Braintree and 
Chelmsford.  Overall businesses performed well with just a few sales made to our 
under age test purchasers.  Where necessary retests have been carried out, further 
advice given and warning letters have been issued. 
 
This work is always carried out with the support of Local Community Safety 
Partnerships and this year with particular support from Basildon Police. (Liz Webb) 
 

 



6 
 

ESSEX POLICE RURAL CRIME AWARENESS DAY 

On Tuesday 12th November officers attended the Essex Police Rural Crime 
Awareness Day. The day gave members of the farming community the opportunity to 
speak to Officers from Essex Police with any concerns they have and visit various 
trade stands offering help and advice on how to avoid being a victim of rural crime. 
Traders that attended included various security and CCTV companies, livestock 
assistance, National Farmers Union and Essex Suffolk & Water. We gave advice on 
rogue and doorstep trading and promoted the Buy with Confidence approved trader 
scheme. We also advised residents how to avoid becoming a victim of rogue traders 
and handed out doorstep stickers. (John Hull, Michelle Walsh, Hayley Willis, Keith 
Pike) 
 
BUILDING A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH BUSINESS’S 
 
We have just started a program of visits to businesses within the county who 
manufacture construction products used in the building trade. Recent changes to EU 
legislation means that all materials used in construction are now required to undergo 
a formal process to assess their safety and performance characteristics (including 
environmental impact). Officers have visited businesses and given practical advice 
and guidance to traders on whether or not their products are subject to these new 
provisions as well signposting them to useful trade bodies for specialist advice 
relevant to their particular area of production. This work enables Essex businesses 
to operate legally in the competitive construction industry and once the process is 
complete they are able to trade freely in both the UK and throughout Europe. 
(Richard Knight and Sarah Sanctuary)  
 
LUNCH BOX PRODUCT SAMPLING 

A sample was recently taken during an audit of an Essex business that imports and 
supplies children’s lunch bags nationally. We requested that the sample be tested to 
check whether the plastic posed a threat to children from chemicals potentially 
leaching into the food inside. The test results showed that the plastic was not of the 
correct food grade material and therefore did present a risk of contaminating 
food.  Officers from the service worked with the business to ensure that they were 
aware of the complex legislation covering these products.  As a result, the factory in 
China has sourced alternative plastic material which meets the standards and the 
product is now safe to supply.  (Claire Power)   

‘I’M GUILTY’ – A FIRST FOR THE BUSINESS ADVICE LINE! 
 
A man visited our office recently and his first words to us were ‘I’m guilty’ - which is 
not something we are used to!!  He confessed to selling counterfeit autographs 
online. The man, struggling to keep it together, said that someone had accused him 
of selling fakes. We established that the accusations had been posted on an internet 
forum without any hard evidence to back it up. We advised him of his legal 
obligations and duties as a trader and self-confessed expert in his field.  He agreed 
to remove anything from his website that he could not guarantee was 100% genuine 
(i.e. autographs which he obtained himself) and to do more thorough checks when 
buying goods from a third party. We are currently monitoring the situation and plan to 
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write formally to the trader with advice which will enable him to trade legally in the 
future. (Liz Webb, Gary Nunn) 
 
FLOOD AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
 
At the beginning of November we shared our expertise with the Watercourse 
Regulation Engineers in Flood and Water Management.  Following earlier 
discussions, a course was devised and delivered outlining the legal requirements for 
carrying out criminal investigations and interviewing of suspects under the Criminal 
Procedures and Investigations Act 1996 and the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
1984.  The training also demonstrated best practice when recording information and 
producing evidence in court, including the production of digital 
evidence.  Requirements for conducting surveillance under the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 was also discussed to avoid inadvertent breaches 
occurring and ensuring evidence gathering was compliant with the Human Rights Act 
1998. (Lindsay Gaskin) 
 
OPERATION ALBATROSS 
 
We have been involved in a joint operation “Operation Albatross” with Essex Police 
and Epping District Council conducting roadside stop checks in the Loughton area. 
The purpose of these checks was to raise awareness of burglaries and motor vehicle 
thefts in the local area, to stop vehicles targeted in these sorts of crimes to make 
drivers aware and to carry out checks of vehicles to verify that they had not been 
stolen or involved in crime. We also stopped business vehicles to check compliance 
and provide advice about the requirement for a waste carriers licence if transporting 
waste, and doorstep regulations if businesses concluded contracts in consumers’ 
homes. (Sarah Eykelbosch) 
 
VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS 
 
We were contacted via our business advice line by a start-up Chelmsford based 
company who were looking to import a vitamin supplement from the US.   The 
business was to be the sole distributor of the product throughout the UK and in time 
throughout Europe as well.  The business owners did not have a food industry 
background and for that reason had already invested £11,500 on developing the 
product and labelling with a private food consultancy firm.   On meeting with the 
company directors it became apparent that the product label was not compliant with 
a number of pieces of UK food labelling legislation.  We met with the business on a 
consultancy basis and within two hours had helped them produce a fully complaint 
food label for a fraction of the cost already paid to the private consultancy firm. The 
company now hope to have the product on sale within weeks.  (Laura Sutherland 
and Adrian Cherry) 
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NATIONAL CONSUMER WEEK 
 
“Monday 4th November marked the start of Trading Standards’ annual National 

Consumer Week. This year the 
Trading Standards’ Institute, in 
conjunction with the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, focused the 
week on the sale/purchase of 
second-hand cars.  Our officers 
occupied the main atrium at 
County Hall from 8am to talk to 
staff and passers-by about all 
aspects of buying a used car. 
Various Council employees 
spoke to us about a car 

purchase they were planning to make in the near future and picked up some hints 
and tips about simple checks they could conduct before committing to a purchase. 
We gave out our car buyer’s checklist to almost 100 people, along with car air 
fresheners promoting the day and pens promoting our Buy with Confidence 
approved trader scheme. 
 
Dozens of people told us about problems that they, or close family and friends, had 
with a recent car purchase and were pleased to get helpful advice on how to resolve 
the problem and avoid it in future! One ECC employee visited our stand and spoke to 
us about her colleague who had arrived for work that very morning in tears. Her car 
had blown up on her drive into work that day and had said that she’d had nothing but 
trouble with it since buying it. Officers asked the lady to get her friend to come down 
and speak to us and within half an hour they both re-appeared. We were able to 
discuss the problem with her and provide her full advice on how to resolve the issue 
with the seller.  She left much more confident and happy and took with her our car 
buyer’s checklist and a free car air freshener! (Wayne Groves) 
 
SPARKS FLY AS TRADING STANDARDS RECEIVE FURTHER FUNDING FOR 
HOME SAFETY CHECKS 
 
Our application for funding to the ‘Castle Point and Rochford Community Safety 
Partnership’ to continue the Home Safety Project has been successful.   We have 
been given funding that will enable us to carry out an additional 15 days of Home 
Safety Checks across both districts between now and March 2014.  
 
Essex Fire Safety statistics for 2010-2012 show that around two thirds of accidental 
dwelling fires recorded in Essex each year are started by electricity and the majority 
of these started in the kitchen. Electrically powered fires (caused by faults in 
equipment/appliances) account for around one-fifth of all accidental dwelling fires 
each year and most of these fires are caused by faulty wiring/cabling or plugs. In 
particular Castle Point has one of the highest rates of fatalities for elderly/vulnerable 
people in house fires within Essex. 
 
The aim of the Home Safety checks is to support elderly and vulnerable residents, 
with physical disability or learning difficulties, to live independently and safely in their 
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own homes. All small domestic appliances in the home will be PAT tested in order to 
prevent accidental fires. Any item that fails the test will be fixed (i.e. rewiring a faulty 
plug) or replaced at no cost to the consumer ensuring that the consumer is not left 
without an essential electrical appliance. Fire alarms will be tested, and batteries 
replaced/referrals made to the fire service (to fit a smoke alarm) as necessary.  Basic 
home security will be checked, to identify potentially vulnerable households, and 
referrals made to other agencies as required i.e. the police crime reduction officer.  
 
During the visit leaflets about local services will be available i.e. fire safety visits, 
police crime prevention officer etc., or if they are happy to be contacted personally 
we can arrange for a visit/call from the relevant agency. In addition, we will also 
deliver advice on using the Trading Standards 'Buy With Confidence Scheme' 
(promoting the use of businesses who are members of the scheme) and on doorstep 
trading; providing a 'No Cold Calling' pack which contains a 'No Cold Calling' door 
sticker. 
 
If you live in Castle Point or Rochford and would like to refer yourself or an eligible 
family member for checks please call 0845 603 76 26 or email 
trading.standards@essex.gov.uk  (Lynsey Yarnell) 
 

ROGUE TRADERS ARRESTED 
 
Trading Standards and a Buy With Confidence approved local business came to the 

rescue after a Clacton man in his 80’s was conned 
by rogue traders, leaving him with shoddy and 
incomplete work on his home. The rogue traders, 
who dug up the elderly man’s front garden and left 
him unable to get out of his home safely, were 
arrested, charged and remanded in custody until 
their court case. Trevor Back, from Bentley Plastics 
and Construction of Great Bentley, wanted to help 
after hearing about the substandard and incomplete 

work that had been carried out at the elderly gentleman’s address and generously 
repaired the damage at no cost. Trevor, who is an approved business under the 
Trading Standards’ Buy With Confidence scheme, said: “When I hear about elderly 
and vulnerable people being ripped off in this way it always makes me angry and 
when I heard about this particular case I wanted to do something to help.” (Paul 
Harvey) 

ROGUE TRADER BEING A COMPLETE PANE                                                                                

We received a referral from the Citizens Advice Service regarding a lady in Saffron 
Walden who had contracted to have nearly £5000 worth of windows fitted to her 
house. The traders commenced the work but the consumer was very unhappy with 
the quality and this was compounded when she fell over some material that they had 
left and broke her ankle. She had paid £1000 deposit but did not want them to 
complete the work and she refused to let them back in her house. The trader tried 
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various methods to force her to pay the balance including veiled threats; all of which 
were making her ill. The trader was based in Cambridgeshire so we asked 
colleagues at Cambridgeshire Trading standards to visit the trader and advise him 
that as he had not left a cancellation notice giving the consumer an opportunity to 
change her mind, the contract was unenforceable meaning that she did not have to 
pay another penny. Also, we asked them to make it clear to the business that if they 
persisted in sending the consumer threatening letters then we would prosecute them 
for an aggressive trade practice. He has now, very reluctantly, agreed to leave her 
alone so our consumer can sleep easily (Lisa Riches, Trevor Simpson) 

RABIES OUTBREAKS 
 
The Netherlands reported the detection of rabies in two puppies which had been 
rescued from a shelter in Bulgaria. Bulgaria is surrounded 
by other countries where the disease is endemic however 
it has not reported rabies since 2010. The actual origin of 
the puppies or the shelter is still under question. In France 
a two month old kitten tested positive for rabies is believed 
to have originated in Morocco and probably travelled with 
the owners illegally into an airport in France. These 
examples reinforce the need for us to stay vigilant as 
recent months have shown an increase in the number of 
illegal landings into the county, in particular in relation to the importation of puppies 
with suspect or non-existent pet passports or without rabies vaccinations. (Hayley 
Willis) 
 

NO ESCAPE FOR COUNTERFEIT DVD MANUFACTURER… EVEN IN PRISON! 
 
Only this week we heard of the latest victim of the slow demise of the DVD rental 
business… Blockbuster has entered administration and 72 stores will be closing this 
week. 
 
Essex Trading Standards are dealing with a persistent manufacturer of counterfeit 
DVD’s in the Basildon area and we have a current court case pending due to be 
heard at the beginning of December.  In the meantime Basildon Police received 
intelligence about members of this particular family dealing in stolen and counterfeit 
goods.  As such they impounded a vehicle containing large quantities of counterfeit 
DVD’s.  On this basis a warrant was obtained to search the home address and this 
joint search was carried out with Essex Police last week. The husband and wife team 
are currently already serving time in prison for an assault but this wasn’t sufficient to 
deter officers in removing the DVD’s and manufacturing equipment from the property 
to disrupt their illegal activity. It is very likely that this information will now be added 
to our impending court date to demonstrate that the defendant has shown no signs 
of rectifying his behaviour and is quite prepared to carry on his course of conduct.   
 
It is important for Essex Trading Standards to send a clear message out to those 
engaging in criminal activity that they will be brought to task, ensuring a level playing 
field for legitimate businesses operating in Essex.  (Liz Webb, Gary Nunn) 
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Planning News 
 
Policy Development News 
 
The hearing sessions for the Examination in Public on the Essex Replacement Minerals 
Local Plan (RMLP) were held on 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14 November 2013 and were the 
culmination of more than eight years work. 

At the end of the final hearing the Inspector announced he expects to submit his report 
to the Planning Inspectorate for processing by Friday 24 January 2014. The Inspector 
will first review the evidence following the discussion at the hearings in order to 
determine whether he will require more information or work from the council. The 
Inspector will inform ECC by Friday 13 December 2013 of any such requirement or 
otherwise to confirm the report submission date.  

The Inspector also took the opportunity to record his appreciation for the work and 
assistance of the Essex County Mineral Planning Authority Counsel and planning team, 
the representors, the programme officer and the staff of the Anglia Ruskin University. 

If you have any queries relating to the Essex Replacement Minerals Local Plan in 
general, please contact us via our Helpline Minerals & Waste Helpline - 01245 435555 
or email: mineralsandwastepolicy@essex.gov.uk 

 
 
Development Management News 
 
We are pleased to announce the launch of our new Minerals and Waste Planning 
website - www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning 
The new website will provide full details of current minerals, waste and County Council 
applications that have been submitted to the planning team and will allow users to make 
comments on applications, follow progress from submission to decision and even check 
details of appeals against decisions. 



12 
 

To view planning applications all you need to do is click on the link above and search for 
an application using the application reference, the application date, location or proposal. 
This new service will allow your council members and residents to access planning 
information from the comfort of their own office or home, removing the need to view 
hard copies at libraries or council offices. This service will be available around the clock 
and will allow multiple people to view the documents at the same time - it will provide a 
one-stop-shop for information gathering and response.   
 
Your council and your residents will now be able to zoom into plans to view the smaller 
details that may not be easily visible on hard copy plans and the website will provide 
easier access to the information for those with disabilities and those whose first 
language isn’t English.  
 
The new system will help remove ECC’s reliance on postal consultation by providing 
consultees with electronic access to all of the applications that would have traditionally 
be provided in a hard copy format.  
Please remember that free internet access is provided by all local libraries in Essex for 
those without the internet at home. 
 
For more information about using the new Minerals and Waste Planning website please 
contact the Minerals and Waste Planning team on 01245 435555 or email us at 
mineralsandwastedm@essex.gov.uk 
 
 
On 22 November 2013 the Development and Regulation Committee resolved that 
planning permission be granted for Continuation of use as a composting facility without 
compliance with condition 22 (vehicle movements) attached to planning permission 
ESS/09/07/COL to allow an increase in the permitted vehicular movements from 24 (12 
in and 12 out) to 44 (22 in and 22 out) at Birch Airfield, Blind Lane, North 
Colchester. In summary, the proposal was to enable the applicant to operate more 
efficiently thereby allowing the site to cope with variations in the amount of green waste 
delivered throughout the year.  
 
A planning application (ref: ESS/42/13/CHL) seeking the continuation of waste transfer 
and recycling operations without compliance with condition 4 (no external handling, 
deposit, processing or transfer of waste) and condition 5 (approved external layout plan) 
attached to planning permission ref: ESS/02/12/CHL to allow the external handling, 
storage, processing and transfer of waste and the removal of condition 2 (approved 
internal layout plan) to allow flexible internal working at Mid Essex Gravel Pit, Essex 
Regiment Way, Little Waltham, Chelmsford was heard at Development & Regulation 
Committee on 22 November 2013.   
 
A resolution to remove condition 2 and vary conditions 4 and 5 to allow the outside 
handling, deposit, processing and transfer of waste for a temporary period until 31 
December 2014 was agreed and a decision notice to this effect will be issued by Essex 
County Council as the Waste Planning Authority in due course. 
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We hope that this news has been useful and interesting to you all. We value your 
feedback and so if you have any comments or suggestions for future topics you would 
like to see covered in Making the Links, please let us know either via Angela Balcombe, 
the Parish Information and Co-ordination Officer, or direct to the address below: 
 
Rebecca Rushmer 
Service Development Officer 
Minerals and Waste Planning, ECC 
County Hall, Chelmsford  
CM1 1QH 

Tel:          01245 437523 
Fax:         01245 437213 
Email:      rebecca.rushmer@essex.gov.uk 

 
    For queries relating to Minerals & Waste Policy and the Minerals & Waste Development 

Documents, please contact our Helpline on 01245 435555 or email 
mineralsandwastepolicy@essex.gov.uk For queries relating to planning applications 
and enforcement, contact the Helpline or email mineralsandwastedc@essex.gov.uk.   

    For queries relating to Gypsy/Traveller issues, please contact the Essex Countywide 
Traveller Unit Manager, Steve Andrews, on 01245 437645 or email: 
stephen.andrews@essex.gov.uk 

   To find out more about procedures for attending D&R Committee, contact the 
Committee Administrator on 01245 430163 or go to www.essex.gov.uk/planning then 
follow Minerals and Waste Planning Team>Planning Applications>The Planning 
Process>Decision Making. 
 
 
Pending Minerals and Waste Planning Applications as of 15 November 2013.  
For full application details visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a Planning 
Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application date, 
location or proposal 
 

 
Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Application 
type 

Validation 
date 

Full development 
description 

Basildon 
Borough 

ESS/53/13/BAS Hovefield 
Avenue, 
Courtauld 
Road, 
Basildon, 
SS13 1EB 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

18/10/13 Proposed 
development of a 
new waste 
management 
facility on an 
existing waste 
recycling site. The 
facility comprises 
erection of storage 
bays up to 5m in 
height, alterations 



14 
 

to external 
boundary wall, 
extension of 
existing concrete 
hardstanding and 
installation of a 
metal shear and 
two cranes for 
recycling/transfer of 
metal waste. 
 

Braintree 
District 

ESS/50/13/BTE Batemans 
Farm, Great 
Leighs, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 1PU 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

07/10/13 The continued use 
of the existing site 
for the importation, 
treatment, storing, 
processing of inert 
waste materials 
and secondary 
aggregates with the 
addition of the 
importation, 
treatment, storing, 
processing of 6000 
tonnes per annum 
of hazardous and 
non-inert waste 
and four sealed 
storage containers.
 

Brentwood 
Borough 

ESS/07/13/BRW Codham Hall 
Farm, 
Codham Hall 
Lane, Great 
Warley, 
Brentwood 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

01/03/13 The use of the site 
as a material 
storage, recycling 
and distribution 
facility (second 
submission with 
revised access). 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/08/13/CHL land at 
Russell 
Green, 
Boreham 
Road, 
Boreham, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 3BA 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

11/03/13 Importation of 
approximately 
85,000 tonnes of 
inert waste material 
(excavation soils) 
to stabilise former 
quarry face and 
restore former 
mineral site to 
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landscaped 
grassland and 
ponds, and 
associated 
improvements to 
existing site access 
to facilitate delivery 
of waste material. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/21/12/CHL Land to the 
South of Park 
Farm, 
Springfield, 
Chelmsford 

Full App with 
EIA ESS 

28/03/12 The winning and 
working of sand 
and gravel and 
associated dry 
screen processing 
plant, temporary 
storage of minerals 
and soils and 
associated 
infrastructure.  In 
addition backfilling 
of the void with 
soils and 
overburden arising 
from the 
development of 
mixed uses (Ref. 
09/01314/EIA) on 
land adjacent to the 
mineral working. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/24/12/CHL St Cleres Hall 
Pit, Main 
Road, 
Danbury, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 4AR 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

28/03/12 The continuation of 
the existing ready - 
mix concrete plant 
and ancillary 
structures as 
permitted by 
Planning 
Permission 
ESS/58/06/CHL 
until 31 December 
2013. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/36/13/CHL Hanson 
Aggregates, 
Bulls Lodge 
Quarry, 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

09/07/13 Continuation of 
winning and 
working of sand 
and gravel, the 
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Generals 
Lane, 
Boreham, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 3HR 

erection of a 
processing plant 
and ready mixed 
concrete and 
mortar plants, 
workshop and 
weighbridge office 
(permitted by 
planning 
permission ref. 
CHL/1890/87) 
without compliance 
with condition 17 
(hours of operation) 
to allow additional 
hours of operation 
for the processing 
plant from 0600 to 
0700 and 1800 to 
2200 hours 
Mondays to Fridays 
for a period of 5 
years. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/42/13/CHL Mid Essex 
Gravel Pits 
Ltd, Essex 
Regiment 
Way, Little 
Waltham, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 3PZ 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

12/08/13 Continuation of 
waste transfer and 
recycling operation 
without compliance 
with condition 4 (no 
external handling, 
deposit, processing 
or transfer of 
waste) and 
condition 5 
(external layout 
plan) attached to 
planning 
permission ref: 
ESS/02/12/CHL to 
allow the external 
handling, storage, 
processing and 
transfer of waste 
and the removal of 
condition 2 (internal 
layout plan) to 
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allow flexible 
internal working. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/44/13/CHL Sandon 
Quarry, 
Molrams 
Lane, 
Sandon, 
Chelmsford, 
CM2 7TE 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

22/08/13 Continuation of the 
siting of one 
caravan for the use 
by security guards 
patrolling the 
existing mineral 
workings without 
compliance with 
condition 2 
(cessation by 31 
December 2013) 
attached to 
planning 
permission 
reference 
ESS/54/09/CHL, to 
extend the end 
date to require 
cessation of use by 
31 December 
2017. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/49/13/CHL Sandon 
Quarry, 
Molrams 
Lane, 
Sandon,  
CM2 7TE 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

24/09/13 Continuation of use 
of an in-vessel 
compositing facility 
without compliance 
with condition 24 
attached to 
planning 
permission 
reference: 
ESS/55/09/CHL to 
extend the required 
cessation date of 
operations to 31 
December 2015 
and the removal of 
all plant, buildings, 
machinery, 
foundations, 
structures, 
hardstandings, 
roads and 
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stockpiles to 31 
March 2016. 
 

 
Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/56/13/CHL Hanson 
Aggregates, 
Bulls Lodge 
Quarry, 
Generals 
Lane, 
Boreham, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 3HR 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

11/11/13 Continuation of the 
existing inert 
recycling facility 
which includes 
screening and 
crushing and a 
washing plant and 
a lorry parking area 
for the distribution 
of aggregates 
products as 
permitted by 
planning 
permission 
ESS/25/08/CHL, 
without compliance 
with condition 5 
(hours of operation 
- 0700 to 1800 Mon 
– Fri and 0700-
1300 Saturdays) to 
allow the delivery 
only of waste 
materials to the 
facility between the 
hours of 1800 and 
0300 Monday to 
Sunday. 
 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/58/12/CHL St. Cleres 
Hall Pit, Main 
Road,  
Danbury, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 4AR 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

19/09/12 Continuation of 
mineral extraction 
and retention and 
use of processing 
plant until 1 August 
2015 and 
continuation of 
importation of 
unprocessed 
aggregates from 
Royal Oak Quarry 
(Chelmsford Road, 
Woodham 
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Mortimer) only for a 
limited period until 
31 December 2013 
(part retrospective).
 

Colchester 
Borough 

ESS/41/13/COL Birch Airfield 
Composting 
Site, Blind 
Lane, Birch, 
Nr 
Colchester, 
CO5 9XE 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

13/08/13 Continuation of use 
as a composting 
facility without 
compliance with 
condition 22 
(Vehicle 
Movements) 
attached to 
planning 
permission 
ESS/09/07/COL to 
allow an increase 
in the permitted 
vehicular 
movements from 
24 (12 in and 12 
out) to 44 (22 in 
and 22 out). 
 

Maldon District ESS/54/13/MAL Southminster 
Quarry, 
Goldsands 
Road, 
Southminster, 
CM0 7JR 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

24/10/13 Continuation of 
development for 
digging of sand and 
gravel and erection 
of washing plant 
without compliance 
with conditions 1 
and 3 attached to 
planning 
permission 
ESS/34/10/MAL to 
allow changes the 
approved 
restoration scheme 
(retrospective). 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/10/13/TEN Lufkins Farm, 
Thorrington 
Road, Great 
Bentley 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

18/03/13 Extension of the 
time limit for 
implementation (by 
5 years) of 
permission ref 
ESS/21/08/TEN for 
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the construction of 
an agricultural 
reservoir involving 
the extraction of 
minerals and the 
removal of surplus 
soils. 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/39/13/TEN Brightlingsea 
Quarry, 
Moverons 
Lane, 
Brightlingsea, 
CO7 0SB 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

24/07/13 Continuation of 
importation of as 
raised aggregate 
for processing at 
Brightlingsea 
Quarry  until 31 
July 2005 without 
complying with 
Condition 1 and 
Condition 4 
attached to 
planning 
Permission 
ESS/28/03/TEN  to 
allow  for an 
amended 
restoration scheme 
to be completed by 
31 January 2026. 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/61/12/TEN Brightlingsea 
Quarry, 
Moverons 
Lane, 
Brightlingsea, 
Colchester, 
CO7 0SB 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

08/10/12 Retrospective 
application for the 
Continuation of 
importation of as 
raised aggregate 
for processing at 
Brightlingsea 
Quarry until 31 July 
2005 without 
complying with 
Condition 1 and 
Condition 36 
attached to 
planning 
Permission 
ESS/28/03/TEN to 
allow for the sale 
and exportation of 
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overburden 
material which was 
due to be used 
within the 
restoration of the 
site. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/34/13/UTT Widdington 
Pit, Hollow 
Road, 
Widdington, 
CB11 3SL 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

04/07/13 Continuation of 
excavation of sand 
and restoration of 
land to agricultural 
use, including 
deposit of inert 
waste permitted by 
planning 
permission ref 
ESS/44/08/UTT 
without compliance 
with: condition 3 to 
allow extended 
period for 
development until 
30 June 2025 and 
restoration by 31 
December 2026 
(an additional 12 
years); condition 4 
to allow retention of 
infrastructure until 
30 June 2026; 
condition 17 to 
allow soil 
movements 
between March 
and October; and 
condition 28 to 
remove the 
limitation of no 
more than an 
average of 50 lorry 
movements in any 
one day. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/35/13/UTT Widdington 
Pit, Hollow 
Road, 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

02/07/13 Continuation of use 
of land for skip hire, 
waste recycling, 
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Widdington, 
CB11 3SL 

waste transfer and 
green waste 
composting 
operations, 
involving the 
importation, 
deposit, sorting, 
recycling, 
processing of 
waste materials the 
storage of skips, 
waste and 
recovered 
materials and use 
of processing 
machinery and 
vehicles. The sale, 
storage and 
exportation of 
recovered 
materials. The 
importation, 
storage and sale of 
aggregate 
materials, all 
permitted by 
planning 
permission ref 
ESS/49/07/UTT 
without compliance 
with condition 2 to 
allow extended 
period for 
development of an 
additional 12 years 
until 31 December 
2025 and 
restoration by 30 
June 2026. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/46/13/UTT Crumps 
Farm, 
Stortford 
Road, Little 
Canfield, 
Dunmow, 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS

28/08/13 Continuation of 
temporary windrow 
composting of 
green waste and 
waste wood 
including the 
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CM6 1SR importation and 
blending of soils 
and sands without 
compliance with 
Condition 2 (time 
limit) of planning 
permission 
ESS/47/11/UTT to 
allow operation 
until 31 March 
2015. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/51/13/UTT Highwood 
Quarry, Little 
Canfield,  
CM6 1SL 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

08/10/13 Retrospective 
application for 
extension to Bund 
7 located on the 
northern boundary 
of Highwood 
Quarry by 15 
metres to the north.
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/52/13/UTT Highwood 
Quarry, Little 
Canfield, 
CM6 1SL 

Full Planning 
Applications 
ESS 

08/10/13 Construction for the 
winning and 
working of sand 
and gravel without 
compliance with 
Condition 2 
(Application details) 
to regularise 
changes in 
operations and the 
amendment of 
Condition 67 (to 
allow the crushing 
of inert waste) 
attached planning 
permission 
ESS/65/06/UTT. 
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Pending County Council Applications as of 15 November 2013. 
For full application details visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a Planning 
Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application date, 
location or proposal 

 
 

Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Application 
type 

Validation date Full development 
description 

Rochford 
District 

CC/ROC/47/13 Rayleigh 
Primary 
School, Love 
Lane, 
Rayleigh, 
SS6 7DD 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

04/09/13 The construction of 
a stand-alone 
extension to the 
existing school to 
provide 2 
classbases, 
entrance lobby and 
ancillary spaces. 
The new extension 
would replace an 
existing temporary 
classbase. 
 

Colchester 
Borough 

CC/COL/50/13 Lexden 
Springs 
School, 
Halstead 
Road, 
Colchester, 
CO3 9AB 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

01/11/13 The provision of a 
new modular 
classroom for a 
temporary period 
until 31 December 
2018. 

 
 
 

Decisions on Minerals Waste and County Council Applications made between 15 October 2013 and 15 November 
2013. To view full copies of the decision notices below, visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a 
Planning Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application date, 
location or proposal 

 
 

Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Full 
development 
description 

Decision 
date 

Decision 
description 

Decision 
level 

Basildon 
Borough 

CC/BAS/45/13 Woodlands 
Comprehen-
sive School, 
Takely End, 
Basildon, 
SS165BA 

Continuation of 
development at 
Woodlands 
School without 
compliance with 
Conditon 1 
(approved 

15/10/13 Granted Delegated 
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drawings) and 
Condition 4 
(Approved 
ground surface 
finishes) 
attached to 
planning 
permission 
CC/BAS/28/12 to 
allow minor 
material 
amendments to 
the approved 
scheme. 
 

Basildon 
Borough 

ESS/48/13/BAS Marsh Farm, 
Vange By-
Pass, 
Basildon, 
SS164QG 
 

Construction and 
use of an 
Anaerobic 
Digestion 
Facility. 

12/11/13 Withdrawn  

Brentwood 
Borough 

CC/BRW/44/13 Endeavour 
School, 
Hogarth 
Avenue, 
Brentwood, 
CM158BE 

Variation of 
condition 02 
(approved 
details) and 
removal of 
conditions 05 
and 06 
(landscaping) 
attached to 
planning 
permission 
CC/BRW/35/12 
(Removal of an 
existing 
relocatable 
building and 
construction of 
new single storey 
classroom block 
and car park) to 
allow the 
installation of an 
access ramp 
instead of lift to 
the existing 

05/11/13 Granted Delegated 
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school building, 
alter the car 
parking 
alignment and 
remove the 
requirements for 
planting. 
 

Brentwood 
Borough 

CC/BRW/49/13 St. Helens 
Catholic 
Junior 
School, 
Sawyers 
Hall Lane, 
Brentwood, 
CM159BY 

Extension of 
existing building 
to provide new 
toilet block. 

11/11/13 Granted Delegated 

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/32/13/CHL Former 
Goods Yard, 
Brook 
Street, 
Chelmsford, 
CM1 1SU 

Erection and use 
of a concrete 
batching plant 
and ancillary 
water and 
aggregate 
recovery and 
recycling 
facilities. 
 

28/10/13 Refused Committee

Chelmsford 
City 

ESS/43/13/CHL Sandon 
Quarry, 
Molrams 
Lane, 
Sandon, 
Chelmsford, 
CM2 7TE 

Retrospective 
planning 
application for 
the erection of a 
43.2m x 2m high 
acoustic 
mitigation fence 
along the 
northern 
boundary of the 
access road to 
Sandon Quarry. 
 

28/10/13 Granted Committee

Colchester 
Borough 

CC/COL/46/13 St. Georges 
New Town 
Junior 
School, 
Canterbury 
Road, 
Colchester, 

 Application for a 
new single storey 
extension, 
demolition of 
existing toilet 
block, infill of 
undercroft to 

06/11/13 Granted Delegated 
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CO2 7RU create 2 no. new 
classbases and 
associated 
works. 
 

Colchester 
Borough 

CC/COL/37/13 Kingswode 
Hoe School, 
Sussex 
Road, 
Colchester, 
CO3 3QJ 

Proposed 
erection of a 
single storey rear 
extension to 
provide a staff 
room. 
 

23/10/13 Withdrawn  

Maldon District ESS/37/13/MAL Curry Farm, 
Mill End, 
Bradwell-on-
Sea, 
Maldon, 
CM0 7HL 

Continuation of 
the winning and 
working of 
mineral and 
associated 
activities 
permitted under 
planning 
permission ref: 
ESS/40/09/MAL 
without 
compliance with 
condition 2 
(operation, use 
and restoration 
end date) and 
condition 9 
(removal of all 
associated 
infrastructure 
from site end 
date) in order to 
extend the 
operation and 
use of the site 
until 31 
December 2018, 
extend the end 
date for 
restoration of the 
site until 31 
December 2019, 
and extend the 
end date for 

17/10/13 Granted Delegated 
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removal of all 
associated 
infrastructure 
from the site until 
31 December 
2019. 
 

Maldon District ESS/38/13/MAL Curry Farm, 
Mill End, 
Bradwell-on-
Sea, 
Maldon, 
CM0 7HL 

Continuation of 
the winning and 
working of 
mineral and 
associated 
activities 
permitted under 
planning 
permission ref: 
ESS/46/09/MAL 
without 
compliance with 
condition 2 
(operation, use 
and restoration 
end date) and 
condition 9 
(removal of all 
associated 
infrastructure 
from site end 
date) in order to 
extend the 
operation and 
use of the site 
until 31 
December 2018, 
extend the end 
date for 
restoration of the 
site until 31 
December 2019, 
and extend the 
end date for 
removal of all 
associated 
infrastructure 
from the site until 
31 December 

17/10/13 Granted Delegated 
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2019. 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/30/13/TEN Sladburys 
Farm, 
Sladburys 
Lane, 
Clacton-on-
sea, 
CO154SS 

Retrospective 
application for 
use of the site as 
a storage and 
distribution 
facility for 
waste/reclaim 
materials and 
goods.  
Associated 
development 
includes 
amendments to 
the existing 
access, existing 
loading/unloadin
g areas and the 
provision of 
additional 
signage. 
 

30/10/13 Granted Delegated 

Thurrock ESS/48/13/BAS Marsh Farm, 
Vange By-
Pass, 
Basildon, 
SS164QG 

Construction and 
use of an 
Anaerobic 
Digestion 
Facility. 

12/11/13 Withdrawn  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

Visit Your Essex – your free online magazine 
 
 

The winter edition of Your Essex e-magazine - 

www.essex.gov.uk/youressex - is out now, packed with news 

and inspiration for things to do over the festive season. 

Essex County Council’s free magazine for residents highlights 

all that’s great about this county. Our Good for Essex section 

gives us an insight into the rewards of volunteering while our 

community under the spotlight is Langham in north Essex, with 

its band of dedicated volunteers whose achievements include 

getting the village shop back up and running. 

Other highlights include an interview with actress Vicki Michelle, 

of ‘Allo, ‘Allo! fame, who reveals why she loves Essex, how 

Essex is preparing for the big chill plus a mouthwatering visit to 

the past with the Essex Record Office which reveals some very 

unusual recipes for our favourite festive mince pies. 

To make sure you can always find out what is happening in 

Essex, subscribe now (if you haven’t already): 

 http://youressex.essex.gov.uk/subscribe. If you wish to feature 

your community in the magazine please email 

youressex@essex.gov.uk 

 


