
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
       
 
        
 

Voluntary and Community Events 

Voluntary and community events are an important 
part of everyday life that strengthen communities 
and encourage people to play a more active part in 
society.   We want to make it as easy as possible to 
plan and hold an event, whether it is to mark a one 
off occasion such as the 800th anniversary of the 
sealing of Magna Carta or the 750th anniversary of 
the first English Parliament, both of which take 
place in 2015.  We have therefore published a new 
‘Can do’ guide to provide a central resource for 
people planning a range of community-led events. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/can-
do-guide-for-organisers-of-voluntary-events/the-
can-do-guide-to-organising-and-running-voluntary-
and-community-events  
 

This guide was commissioned following a BIS 
Focus on Enforcement review of voluntary and 
community events, which found that existing 
guidance was unclear and inconsistent, and often 
focused on what people can’t do rather than on 
what they can.   
 

The aim of “Can do” is to dispel the myths about 
what is required and help people to plan and run 
successful events with a minimum of red tape.  
Where people are planning a particular event, it 
also signposts people to relevant specialist  
advice, such as DCLG’s guidance on organising 
street parties which we have just updated.    
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/your-
guide-to-organising-a-street-party  
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Recycling Centre Survey 
 
I am writing to inform you of a new survey we are launching shortly around the usage 
of Recycling Centres in Essex.  Essex County Council currently provides 21 
Recycling Centres across the county, at an annual cost of about £7M.  
 
Much of the existing infrastructure consists of old legacy sites, which can be less 
efficient to operate than new modern sites. In addition we are aware that some sites 
may not be best suited to meet current and future requirements, with limited 
opportunities for adaption to suit the accessibility needs of residents, including 
elderly and disabled people. 
 
Over the years in Essex there have also been increases in kerbside recycling 
collection schemes, which has offered residents an alternative to using Recycling 
Centres for the disposal of waste. 
 
Essex County Council is currently facing significant financial challenges and needs 
to make savings of at least £235m over the next three years. The authority is 
therefore  reviewing spend across all services, and waste management activities 
have to make a contribution towards this savings target. 
 
The authority is keen to ensure that it continues to provide the best recycling 
services for residents, however maintaining expenditure at existing levels in the 
current financial climate is unsustainable, and the Council has to look at where 
efficiency savings could be made. 
 
This survey is the start of a process to review and understand how the Recycling 
Centres in Essex need to change in order to meet the long term requirements of 
residents, and to ensure this service is delivered in the most cost effective way for 
Essex taxpayers.  
 
The survey will ask residents how they use the Recycling Centres and other 
recycling services at present, and what the most important features of the service 
are to them. I must stress that at this stage no decision has been taken on what the 
proposal for future services may be. 
 
In order to ensure responses from a cross section of our communities, I encourage 
you to raise further awareness of the survey in your locality so as many people as 
possible take part. The survey is open from Monday 27th January to Sunday 20th 
April 2014. 
 
If you would like further information on the specifics for the survey please contact 
Jason Searles on 03330 136590 or jason.searles@essex.gov.uk. 
 
The survey will be available to fill in online at; 
www.essexinsight.org.uk/consultations. Paper copies of the survey will also be 
available to pick up at all libraries and Recycling Centres. 
 
County Councillor Roger Walters 
Cabinet Member for Waste, Recycling & Trading Standards 
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Save money on bills with the Essex Energy Switch! 

 
The Essex Energy Switch is a new scheme which aims to help Essex residents get a 
better deal on their gas and electricity bills. 
  
The scheme is being run by Essex County Council in partnership with district, 
borough and city councils, and delivered by iChoosr, an independent provider which 
specialises in collective energy switching.  
 
Collective energy switching works by bringing together large groups of residents who 
want to switch providers and pay less for their energy. Based on previous schemes, 
households could save up to £133 per year by switching providers collectively. 

You can register for the Essex Energy Switch by visiting 
www.essex.gov.uk/energyswitch between Tuesday 14 January and Monday 17 
February. Residents should have a recent energy bill to hand when they register. 
Businesses on a domestic tariff can also register for the scheme. 

On Tuesday 18 February a nationwide one-day ‘energy auction’ will take place, 
facilitated by iChoosr.  This is where the major energy companies will come forward 
to offer the lowest energy tariff to everyone who has signed up.  The company 
offering the lowest price wins, and the more people that sign up the better that price 
is likely to be! 

Once the auction has closed everyone who registered will receive a personal offer of 
the new tariff from iChoosr, based on their existing energy usage.  You can then 
decide whether or not to accept their offer.  There is absolutely no obligation to 
switch.  If you do decide to accept the offer you will be contacted by the supplier to 
arrange the switch. 

Residents have until Monday 17th February to sign up for the Essex Energy Switch 
by visiting www.essex.gov.uk/energyswitch.  The website also features further 
advice on saving energy in the home. 

Residents who do not have internet access at home can register using IT facilities at 
libraries across Essex – they just need to take an energy bill along with them. 

Colchester Borough Council already has a Big Community Switch scheme in place 
for residents, and Essex County Council is grateful for their support with the 
development of the Essex Energy Switch. 

 For more details visit www.colchester.gov.uk/bigcommunityswitch. 



 
Essex County Council  

Trading Standards Update  
January 2014 

 
 

As usual some important work is happening in 
the world of Trading Standards.  
 
I always find stories around Doorstep sellers 
preying on vulnerable people concerning. In the 
case of the 86 year old lady who was conned 
into signing a contract, I’m glad that we could 
intervene to reduce the fear and financial 
worries for this lady. 
 
It is so important that petrol stations are safe as 
of course petroleum is a highly flammable liquid 
and must be handled very carefully. It is good to 
know that Trading Standards can help in 
maintaining the light levels at these stations to 
ensure public safety.  

 
Labelling food incorrectly is a serious concern. It is vitally important that consumers 
know what is inside a product, particularly on products that may contain allergens. 
Products without labels put consumers at risk. 
 
And finally, parents do need to be vigilant when buying toys and clothes for their 
children. It is very easy to purchase toys and clothing without thinking about the 
safety aspect of what you’re buying. I urge parents to think carefully about basic child 
safety with their purchases.  
 
Cllr Roger Walters 
Cabinet Member for Waste & Recycling and Trading Standards 
 
 
 
SHEDDING A LITTLE LIGHT 
 
Our Petroleum Inspectors are in the process of carrying out night time visits in the 
county to check lighting levels and staff competency. Light levels at pumps and 
tanker delivery points are tested using a calibrated light meter and health and safety 
legislation prescribes minimum light levels (100 lux). One Brentwood petrol station 
was visited and light levels at all 12 failed petrol pumps failed to reach the100 lux - 
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four of those failed to reach 50 lux and were immediately closed down. The tanker 
fuel delivery point was only 10 lux so all night time deliveries had to be stopped until 
the faults were rectified. The duty manager was issued with an infringement notice 
requiring him to remedy all defects pointing out and the obvious dangers of having 
thousands of litres of petrol delivered in semi-darkness. 
 

The duty manager competence to be in charge of the 
petrol station was also tested using a staff 
competency questionnaire. The questions cover a 
range of safety matters including the types of cans 
that be used to carry fuel and when pumps should 
not be authorised, for example if the person is using 
a mobile phone. On this occasion the duty manager 
pointed out at every opportunity that he had a law 
degree and was very competent. When we told him 
that we were going to shut down four of his pumps 

and stop night time deliveries he proceeded to walk on to the petrol forecourt talking 
on his mobile phone! (Paul Sheffield and Bev Hughes) 
 
 

DOORSTEP TRADER 
 
We received a referral from the Citizens Advice Bureaux call centre about a 
concerned neighbour of an 86 year old lady who had received a number of visits to 
her home in the Chelmsford area from a thermal insulation company. We visited the 
elderly lady who was very grateful for the visit and willingly accepted a No Cold 
Calling Sticker for her front door. For added assurance we left a letter (addressed to 
the company) for her to give to the trader if they returned. The lady was not sure if 
she had entered into a contract with the company but confirmed she did not want 
them to come back and gave permission for us to speak to the thermal insulation 
company on her behalf.  
 
We contacted the business and ascertained that a contract had been agreed to the 
value of £6500 We arranged for the contract to be cancelled confirmed that all 
personal details of the elderly lady would be removed from the company’s database.  
 
The trader has been advised following this incident that any future complaints or 
enquiries will be thoroughly investigated and the discovery of any potential offences 
could result in more formal action being considered. (Chris Missen Laura Sutherland)  
 

COURT SUCCESS!! 
 
A company and its director has pleaded guilty to a number of counts of non-
compliance with food labelling laws.  
 
The company has three premises in Essex and trades in food aimed at the Polish 
market.  Back in 2012 information was received by the Service that the food at the 
premises was not labelled in English and purchasers were unable to read the labels. 
The businesses owner was advised on several occasions that the food needed to be 
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relabelled to enable it to be intelligible and easily understood by the purchaser and 
the person who would ultimately eat it. This is particularly important if the food 
contains allergens which the consumer would not be aware were in the food. Labels 
warn consumers regarding the presence of certain ingredients that are recognised to 
be allergens. These can be one of a number of ingredients that can cause 
consumers to feel unwell through intolerance/irritation or in the case of things like 
nuts or shellfish may lead to severe reactions (anaphylaxis) – in extreme cases 
resulting in death.  
 
The owner of the business failed to heed the advice given by the service and 
continued to sell food which was incorrectly labelled. As a result of the case the 
director of the company was fined £700, ordered to pay £100 costs and £70 victim 
surcharge - a total of £870. The company was fined £2,250.00, ordered to pay £1350 
costs and £120 victim surcharge -a total of £3720.00.  
 
The full story can be found through the following link  
http://www.essexchronicle.co.uk/Polish-food-store-Chelmsford-Braintree-
ordered/story-20414883-detail/story.html (Dean Velati and Richard Power) 
 
 
COMBUSTIBLE CHRISTMAS CHAIR COVER 
 

This delightful Santa face cover for the back of a dining room 
chair was brought to our attention by Kent TS. Officers had it 
tested under the Furniture and Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) 
Regulations 1988 and it was found not to meet the flammability 
requirements known as ‘the match test’. The worry being that 
should a candle or a bit of lit Christmas pudding come in to 
contact with the cover it could quite easily go up in flames.   
 
Officers visited the Essex importer to advise them of the findings 

and, fortunately, found that they had no further items in stock. They have agreed to 
carry out a voluntary recall on the product and we are supporting them to produce 
posters and get the message out to retailers. They will not be re-stocking the item for 
2014. As an added benefit of this safety issue coming to light, Trading Standards 
was able to offer the Essex business advice on some products they were intending 
to import in 2014, such as glittery candles and children’s Christmas stockings. 
 
All Essex stockists of the product have been visited and advised regarding the recall, 
and all items have been removed from sale.  (Richard Knight and Lynsey Yarnell)  
 
 
PIGS IN ….. BLANKETS 
 
We received concerns via the RSPCA and a vet during the run up to Christmas 
about the welfare of some pigs being kept in unsuitable conditions. We visited and 
found four pigs being kept outside on flooded, dirty ground with no shelter and no dry 
lying area, as required by the Animal Welfare Act. The flooding was such that the 
pigs were wading in mud up to their flanks.  A notice was issued requiring the pigs to 
be moved immediately into an empty stable and for them to be provided with clean 

http://www.essexchronicle.co.uk/Polish-food-store-Chelmsford-Braintree-ordered/story-20414883-detail/story.html
http://www.essexchronicle.co.uk/Polish-food-store-Chelmsford-Braintree-ordered/story-20414883-detail/story.html
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and dry bedding. A follow up visit was carried out the next day and it was great to 
see the pigs had all dried off and were much happier in their new, clean and dry 
surroundings! (Hayley Willis) 
 
 
YOU HAVE TO TAKE YOUR HAT OFF TO THEM… 
 
An Essex business has recently approached us seeking advice about children’s 
novelty hats.  We were aware that Trading Standards services in other parts of the 
country had issued publicity about dangerous novelty hats which appealed to young 
children - it appeared these were the same.  The hats tie under the chin and do not 
come loose if they are pulled, creating a noose and a strangulation risk. The Essex 
business stated that they imported similar hats but felt they were not the same as the 
problem ones and wanted advice about their range.  
 
Officers undertook further investigations with Kent and Nottinghamshire Trading 
Standards and after seeing test house evidence concluded that hats of this type 
were unsafe. Looking at our records it was discovered that the Essex business had 
been comprehensively advised on this matter four years ago.  The trader has now 
been reminded of this advice, despite them claiming that their hats were quite 
different from the ones discovered by colleagues elsewhere in the country.  This 
week officers from Buckinghamshire contacted us as they had test purchased hats 
imported by the business and were concerned they presented the strangulation 
hazard. We are working with them to ensure any unsafe goods are removed from the 
marketplace and the Essex business is brought to compliance on this matter.  
 

Our business had been disingenuous with the 
information it had initially provided this 
Department, but we do work closely with our 
colleagues from around the country to find out 
the truth and take action when appropriate.   
(Jenny Wiehahn, Sue Pembroke, Jon Dyer). 
 
*Killer hats from Nottinghamshire  

 

 

SLAMMING THE DOOR ON HIGH-PRESSURE SALES 

We received a call from a distraught 80 year old lady, living on her own, who had 
signed up to have a new front door fitted by a national company. The lady had 
signed up to a finance agreement but when a neighbour looked at the agreement 
and explained just how much she would be paying she wanted to cancel. The 
‘cooling-off’ period had elapsed, hence the panic phone call to us.  
 
Our officers visited the lady and checked the documentation. The cost of the door 
was £3721.95 but the credit agreement, which was for 4 years, added a further 
£2244.65 which meant that the lady would end up paying £5966.60. This was a huge 
sum of money for a door that didn’t actually need replacing - despite the scare tactics 
of the salesman about increased security. When the lady contacted the company 
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she was told that she would still have to pay 80% if she cancelled. We intervened on 
her behalf and the contract was subsequently cancelled at no charge to the lady. 
(Simon White/Lisa Riches) 
 
 
FURNITURE RETAILERS IN THE HOT SEAT 
  

Following the ‘Fake Britain’ television 
programme on Monday 13th January, which 
highlighted potentially unsafe furniture, we 
received a number of calls from concerned 
householders who were unable to find fire-
safety labels on their furniture. As the 
programme exposed potential fire risks we 
dispatched officers to examine the sofas of 
two residents in Basildon. On both occasions 
the fire safety labels were actually attached 
to the furniture; it was just that they were 
difficult to find.  
 
Other complainants are being advised how 
to find the relevant labels and we will visit 
those who are unable to find them.  Once in 
possession of the information from the labels 
we can then follow up with the suppliers to 
confirm the audit trail for the furniture 
supplied.  Even the daughter-in-law of one of 

our officers was last seen disappearing under the back of her sofa in search of a fire 
safety label!!  (Simon White/Laura Sutherland) 
 

DANGEROUS DOLLS 

It’s a common misconception that Trading Standards officers are only really busy at 

Christmas. We all know that we are busy all the year ‘round. Another cliché of 

Trading Standards is dangerous toys at Christmas. Again, we battle producers of 

unsafe goods all year, including importers of toys. However, before Christmas 2013 

we did not disappoint those that associate our product safety work with dangerous 

toys. Information from a concerned consumer (wife of an Essex Police officer) led us 

to a South Essex market where there was an allegation of dangerous soft-bodied 

dolls whose heads came off easily to reveal highly questionable sachets containing 

unidentified white granules. There were concerns around chemical hazard as well as 

choking. What followed was a large team effort to remove the dolls from the 

stallholder, work with the Essex importer to get a voluntary product recall, get out 

warning messages to Essex consumers before Christmas in the form of a press 

release, coordinate with a multiple retailer who had sold the same dolls (the retailer 

is conveniently also headquartered in Essex), monitor the product recall for 

effectiveness, and of course to get formal chemical analysis and expert testing of the 
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dolls to enable verifiable information to be passed to EU member states to alert them 

of the possibility of these dangerous dolls on their markets. In the end the laboratory 

has confirmed that the chemical powder pouches which were stuffed inside the dolls 

in arms and legs and in the body were not the dangerous anti-mould agent DMF that 

had been suspected, but tests did confirm that the 45cm high dolls (sold in a 

‘suitcase’ box) did have limbs that were too easily detachable for very young 

children, meaning that the chemical sachets and manufacturing debris inside 

presented a choking hazard for children under 36 months. (Richard Knight, Gary 

Nunn, Sophia Harris, Jon Dyer, Sarah Sanctuary, John Hull) 
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Planning News 
 
Policy Development News 
 
Following the hearing sessions for the Examination in Public on the Essex 
Replacement Minerals Local Plan (RMLP), which were held in November 2013, 
the Inspector has advised that a public consultation on main modifications is 
required. We have now written to the Inspector to formally request him to 
recommend any modifications deemed necessary to ensure the Plan is sound. Main 
modifications are expected to be published at the end of February with a six-week 
consultation to follow shortly after. It is important to note that only representations on 
the main modifications will be considered by the Inspector.  
 
We advise all parish / town councils to view the Minerals Local Plan Examination 
webpage for updates on this forthcoming consultation and further information from 
the Inspector - www.essex.gov.uk/MLPexamination   
Full details of the consultation will be published in the next issue of Making the Links. 

If you have any queries relating to the Essex Replacement Minerals Local Plan in 
general, please contact us via our Helpline Minerals & Waste Helpline - 01245 
435555 or email: mineralsandwastepolicy@essex.gov.uk 

Development Management News 
 
As reported last month, we have now launched our new Minerals and Waste 
Planning website - www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning 
The new website will provide full details of current minerals, waste and County 
Council applications that have been submitted to the planning team and will allow 
users to make comments on applications, follow progress from submission to 
decision and even check details of appeals against decisions. 
To view planning applications all you need to do is click on the link above and search 
for an application using the application reference, the application date, location or 
proposal. 
 
This new service will allow your council members and residents to access planning 
information from the comfort of their own office or home, removing the need to view 
hard copies at libraries or council offices. This service will be available around the 
clock and will allow multiple people to view the documents at the same time - it will 
provide a one-stop-shop for information gathering and response.   
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Your council and your residents will now be able to zoom into plans to view the 
smaller details that may not be easily visible on hard copy plans and the website will 
provide easier access to the information for those with disabilities and those whose 
first language isn’t English.  
The new system will help remove ECC’s reliance on postal consultation by providing 
consultees with electronic access to all of the applications that would have 
traditionally be provided in a hard copy format.  
Please remember that free internet access is provided by all local libraries in Essex 
for those without the internet at home. 
 
Your parish / town council would have recently received a letter from us to 
inform you that hard copy letters informing you of planning applications will 
be replaced by emails. The letter asks you to inform us of your email address – 
this is of upmost importance to ensure you receive planning application 
information, and we encourage you to do this by 31 January 2014. 
 
For more information about using the new Minerals and Waste Planning website 
please contact the Minerals and Waste Planning team on 01245 435555 or email us 
at mineralsandwastedm@essex.gov.uk 
 
As we move into an increasingly electronic age, it is important that your parish / town 
council has a good broadband connection so to be able to view and respond to 
planning applications and consultations as and when you need to. We understand 
that many rural areas can suffer from slow broadband but now help is at hand.  
A £24.6 million deal to deliver high-speed fibre broadband to thousands more 
homes and businesses in Essex has been announced by Essex County Council and 
BT. When combined with plans by the private sector, this deal should result in 
around 87% of premises in the county being able to access fibre broadband by the 
end of summer 2016. Additionally, the project aims to deliver 2Mbps for all premises 
in the county. 
 
So what can you do to get superfast broadband sooner? Register your councils’ 
demand by completing a quick survey. By knowing where people want and need 
broadband, we will be able to get the necessary upgrades done to serve those 
people first. Visit http://www.superfastessex.org/ for full details and to access the 
survey. 
 
We hope that this news has been useful and interesting to you all. We value your 
feedback and so if you have any comments or suggestions for future topics you 
would like to see covered in Making the Links, please let us know either via Angela 
Balcombe, the Parish Information and Co-ordination Officer, or direct to the address 
below: 
 
Rebecca Rushmer 
Service Development Officer 
Minerals and Waste Planning, ECC 
County Hall, Chelmsford  
CM1 1QH 

Tel:          01245 437523 
Fax:         01245 437213 
Email:      rebecca.rushmer@essex.gov.uk 
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    For queries relating to Minerals & Waste Policy and the Minerals & Waste 
Development Documents, please contact our Helpline on 01245 435555 or email 
mineralsandwastepolicy@essex.gov.uk For queries relating to planning applications 
and enforcement, contact the Helpline or email mineralsandwastedc@essex.gov.uk.   

    For queries relating to Gypsy/Traveller issues, please contact the Essex Countywide 
Traveller Unit Manager, Steve Andrews, on 01245 437645 or email: 
stephen.andrews@essex.gov.uk 

   To find out more about procedures for attending D&R Committee, contact the 
Committee Administrator on 01245 430163 or go to www.essex.gov.uk/planning then 
follow Minerals and Waste Planning Team>Planning Applications>The Planning 
Process>Decision Making. 
 
Pending Minerals and Waste Planning Applications as of 15 January 2014.  
For full application details visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a Planning 
Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application 
date, location or proposal 
 

Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Application type Validation date Full development 
description 

Basildon 
Borough 

ESS/53/13/BAS Hovefield Avenue,
Courtauld Road, 
Basildon, 
SS13 1EB 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

18/10/13 Proposed development of a 
new waste management 
facility on an existing waste 
recycling site. The facility 
comprises erection of 
storage bays up to 5m in 
height, alterations to external 
boundary wall, extension of 
existing concrete 
hardstanding and installation 
of a metal shear and two 
cranes for recycling/transfer 
of metal waste. 
 

Braintree 
District 

ESS/66/13/BTE Unit 2, Goldcrest 
Industrial Estate, 
Driberg Way, 
Braintree,  
CM7 1NB 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

03/01/14 Change of use of the 
property to mixed uses 
comprising of a small scale 
waste transfer (Health Care 
Waste), storage and 
associated office use. 
 

Braintree 
District 

ESS/60/13/BTE Little Warley Hall 
Farm, Ranks 
Green, Fairstead, 
CM3 2BG 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

16/12/13 Circular tank, with an internal 
radius of 11.855m and depth 
of 4m; de-odourising ring; 
equipment container; and 
associated hardstanding to 
facilitate the storage of 
abattoir wash water.  
Together with the use of the 
existing agricultural access 
track to access the wash 
water tank. 
 

Brentwood 
Borough 

ESS/07/13/BRW Codham Hall 
Farm, Codham 
Hall Lane, Great 
Warley, 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

01/03/13 The use of the site as a 
material storage, recycling 
and distribution facility 
(second submission with 
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Brentwood revised access). 
 

Chelmsford City ESS/21/12/CHL Land to the South 
of Park Farm, 
Springfield, 
Chelmsford 

Full App with EIA 
ESS 

28/03/12 The winning and working of 
sand and gravel and 
associated dry screen 
processing plant, temporary 
storage of minerals and soils 
and associated 
infrastructure.  In addition 
backfilling of the void with 
soils and overburden arising 
from the development of 
mixed uses (Ref. 
09/01314/EIA) on land 
adjacent to the mineral 
working. 
 

Chelmsford City ESS/08/13/CHL land at Russell 
Green, Boreham 
Road, Boreham, 
Chelmsford,  
CM3 3BA 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

11/03/13 Importation of approximately 
85,000 tonnes of inert waste 
material (excavation soils) to 
stabilise former quarry face 
and satisfactorily restore 
former mineral site to 
landscaped grassland and 
ponds, and associated 
improvements to existing site 
access to facilitate delivery of 
waste material. 
 

Chelmsford City ESS/36/13/CHL Hanson 
Aggregates, Bulls 
Lodge Quarry, 
Generals Lane, 
Boreham, 
Chelmsford,  
CM3 3HR 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS 

09/07/13 Continuation of winning and 
working of sand and gravel, 
the erection of a processing 
plant and ready mixed 
concrete and mortar plants, 
workshop and weighbridge 
office (permitted by planning 
permission ref. CHL/1890/87) 
without compliance with 
condition 17 (hours of 
operation) to allow additional 
hours of operation for the 
processing plant from 0600 
to 0700 and 1800 to 2200 
hours Mondays to Fridays for 
a period of 5 years. 
 

Chelmsford City ESS/44/13/CHL Sandon Quarry, 
Molrams Lane, 
Sandon, 
Chelmsford, 
CM2 7TE 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

22/08/13 Continuation of the siting of 
one caravan for the use by 
security guards patrolling the 
existing mineral workings 
without compliance with 
condition 2 (cessation by 31 
December 2013) attached to 
planning permission 
reference ESS/54/09/CHL, to 
extend the end date to 
require cessation of use by 
31 December 2017. 
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Chelmsford City ESS/49/13/CHL Sandon Quarry, 
Molrams Lane, 
Sandon,  
CM2 7TE 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS 

24/09/13 Continuation of use of an in-
vessel compositing facility 
without compliance with 
condition 24 (cessation of 
operations by 31 December 
2013 and removal of all 
plant, buildings, machinery, 
foundations, structures, 
hardstandings, roads and 
stockpiles by 31 March 2014) 
attached to planning 
permission reference: 
ESS/55/09/CHL to extend 
the required cessation date 
of operations to 31 
December 2015 and the 
removal of all plant, 
buildings, machinery, 
foundations, structures, 
hardstandings, roads and 
stockpiles to 31 March 2016.
 

Chelmsford City ESS/56/13/CHL Hanson 
Aggregates, Bulls 
Lodge Quarry, 
Generals Lane, 
Boreham, 
Chelmsford,  
CM3 3HR 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS 

11/11/13 Continuation of the existing 
inert recycling facility which 
includes screening and 
crushing and a washing plant 
and a lorry parking area for 
the distribution of aggregates 
products as permitted by 
planning permission 
ESS/25/08/CHL, without 
compliance with condition 5 
(hours of operation - 0700 to 
1800 Mon – Fri and 0700-
1300 Saturdays) to allow the 
delivery only of waste 
materials to the facility 
between the hours of 1800 
and 0300 Monday to Sunday.
 

Chelmsford City ESS/60/13/BTE Little Warley Hall 
Farm, Ranks 
Green, Fairstead, 
CM3 2BG 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

16/12/13 Circular tank, with an internal 
radius of 11.855m and depth 
of 4m; de-odourising ring; 
equipment container; and 
associated hardstanding to 
facilitate the storage of 
abattoir wash water.  
Together with the use of the 
existing agricultural access 
track to access the wash 
water tank. 
 

Epping Forest 
District 

ESS/61/13/EPF 180 Brooker 
Road, Waltham 
Abbey,  
EN9 1HT 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

16/12/13 Change of use from industrial 
(B Class) use to a treatment 
facility for Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) (sui-generis use). 
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Maldon District ESS/54/13/MAL Southminster 
Quarry, 
Goldsands Road, 
Southminster, 
CM0 7JR 

Removal / 
Variation of 
Condition ESS 

24/10/13 Continuation of development 
for digging of sand and 
gravel and erection of 
washing plant without 
compliance with conditions 1 
and 3 (approved details) 
attached to planning 
permission ESS/34/10/MAL 
to allow changes the 
approved restoration scheme 
(retrospective). 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/61/12/TEN Brightlingsea 
Quarry, Moverons 
Lane, 
Brightlingsea, 
Colchester,  
CO7 0SB 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

08/10/12 Retrospective application for 
the Continuation of 
importation of as–raised 
aggregate for processing at 
Brightlingsea Quarry until 31 
July 2005 without complying 
with Condition 1(application 
details) and Condition 36 
(Retention of Soils) attached 
to planning Permission 
ESS/28/03/TEN to allow for 
the sale and exportation of 
overburden material which 
was due to be used within 
the restoration of the site. 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/10/13/TEN Lufkins 
Farm,Thorrington 
Road,Great 
Bentley 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

18/03/13 Extension of the time limit for 
implementation (by 5 years) 
of permission ref 
ESS/21/08/TEN for the 
construction of an agricultural 
reservoir involving the 
extraction of minerals and 
the removal of surplus soils. 
 

Tendring 
District 

ESS/39/13/TEN Brightlingsea 
Quarry, Moverons 
Lane, 
Brightlingsea, 
CO7 0SB 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

24/07/13 Continuation of importation of 
as raised aggregate for 
processing at Brightlingsea 
Quarry  until 31 July 2005 
without complying with 
Condition 1(application 
details) and Condition 4 ( 
Restoration Details)  
attached to planning 
Permission ESS/28/03/TEN  
to allow  for an amended 
restoration scheme to be 
completed by 31 January 
2026. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/35/13/UTT Widdington Pit, 
Hollow Road, 
Widdington,  
CB11 3SL 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

02/07/13 Continuation of use of land 
for skip hire, waste recycling, 
waste transfer and green 
waste composting 
operations, involving the 
importation, deposit, sorting, 
recycling, processing of 
waste materials (including 
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construction and demolition 
waste, soil, wood, metal, 
plastics, green waste, road 
planings) the storage of 
skips, waste and recovered 
materials and use of 
processing machinery 
(including soil screeners, 
concrete crushers, 
mechanical concrete splitter, 
trommell, shredder, loading 
shovels, 360 degree 
excavators and picking 
conveyors) and vehicles. The 
sale, storage and exportation 
of recovered materials. The 
importation, storage and sale 
of aggregate materials, 
including sand, gravel and 
ballast all permitted by 
planning permission ref 
ESS/49/07/UTT without 
compliance with condition 2 
(cessation date) to allow 
extended period for 
development of an additional 
12 years until 31 December 
2025 and restoration by 30 
June 2026. 
 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/34/13/UTT Widdington Pit, 
Hollow Road, 
Widdington,  
CB11 3SL 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

04/07/13 Continuation of excavation of 
sand and restoration of land 
to agricultural use, including 
deposit of inert waste 
permitted by planning 
permission ref 
ESS/44/08/UTT without 
compliance with: • condition 
3 (cessation dates for 
development and restoration) 
to allow extended period for 
development until 30 June 
2025 and restoration by 31 
December 2026 (an 
additional 12 years); • 
condition 4 (removal of 
infrastructure) to allow 
retention of infrastructure 
until 30 June 2026; • 
condition 17 (soil movement) 
to allow soil movements 
between March and October; 
and • condition 28 (traffic 
movements) to remove the 
limitation of no more than an 
average of 50 lorry 
movements (25 in, 25 out) in 
any one day. 
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Pending County Council Applications as of 15 January 2014. 
For full application details visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a Planning 
Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application 
date, location or proposal 

 
Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Application type Validation date Full development 
description 

Basildon 
Borough 

CC/BAS/51/13 Brightside 
County Primary 
School, 
Brightside, 
Billericay,  
CM12 0LE 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

04/12/13 Retrospective application for 
the retention of 4no. temporary 
modular classbases for a 
temporary period until 31 
August 2020 and the 
construction of 300m² of 
additional new hard play area.
 

Basildon 
Borough 

CC/BAS/03/14 De La Salle 
School and 
Language 
College, 
Ghyllgrove, 
Basildon, 
SS142LA 

Removal/Variation 
of Condition CC 

16/01/14 Continuation of development 
of a new two storey teaching 
block and new single storey 
extension to the existing 
fitness building without 
compliance with condition 3 
(landscaping) attached to 
planning permission 
CC/BAS/40/12 to allow 
amendments to the design of 
the landscape scheme. 
 

Chelmsford City CC/CHL/01/14/LB Mid Essex 
Magistrates 
Courts, Shire 
Hall, Tindal 
Square, 
Chelmsford,  
CM1 1RA 
 

Listed Building  
Only CC 

08/01/14 Maintenance and repair works 
to the external building fabric 
of shire hall. 

Colchester 
Borough 

CC/COL/52/13 Stanway 
Fiveways 
Primary School, 
Winstree Road, 
Stanway, 
Colchester,  
CO3 0QG 
 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

10/12/13 A change of use for the 
caretakers bungalow (Use 
class C3) to an educational 
use (use class D1) for use by 
Stanway Fiveways Primary 
School. 
 

Epping Forest 
District 

CC/EPF/53/13 Hillhouse 
Primary School, 
Waltham Abbey, 
EN9 3EL 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

16/12/13 The demolition of an existing 
temporary classbase and the 
construction of a single storey 
extension to provide a new 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/52/13/UTT Highwood Quarry, 
Little Canfield, 
CM6 1SL 

Full Planning 
Applications ESS 

08/10/13 Construction for the winning 
and working of sand and 
gravel without compliance 
with Condition 2 (Application 
details) to regularise changes 
in operations and the 
amendment of Condition 67 
(to allow the crushing of inert 
waste) attached planning 
permission ESS/65/06/UTT. 



 

17 
 

classbase and ancillary 
facilities together with a new 
staffroom. 
 

Rochford 
District 

CC/ROC/47/13 Rayleigh 
Primary School, 
Love Lane, 
Rayleigh,  
SS6 7DD 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

04/09/13 The construction of a stand-
alone extension to the existing 
school to provide 2 
classbases, entrance lobby 
and ancillary spaces. The new 
extension would replace an 
existing temporary classbase. 
 

Tendring 
District 

CC/TEN/54/13 Harwich Library, 
Kingsway, 
Harwich, 
CO12 3JT 

Full Planning 
Application CC 

19/12/13 Replacement double glazed 
aluminium windows and 
entrance doors to front 
entrance. 

 
Decisions on Minerals Waste and County Council Applications made between 15 December 2013 and 15 January 
2013. To view full copies of the decision notices below, visit www.essex.gov.uk/viewplanning, click on ‘Search for a 
Planning Application’ then search for an application using the application reference, the application date, 
location or proposal 

Area 
description 

Application 
number 

Location Full development 
description 

Decision 
date 

Decision 
description 

Decision 
level 
 

Braintree 
District 

ESS/50/13/BTE Batemans Farm, 
Great Leighs, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 1PU 

The continued use of 
the existing site for the 
importation, treatment, 
storing, processing of 
inert waste materials 
and secondary 
aggregates with the 
addition of the 
importation, treatment, 
storing, processing of 
6000 tonnes per 
annum of hazardous 
and non-inert waste 
and four sealed 
storage containers. 
 

17/12/13 Granted Committee 

Braintree 
District 

ESS/59/13/CHL Brook End 
Water 
Treatment 
Works, 
Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment 
Works, Maldon 

The construction and 
operation of a new 
effluent underground 
pipeline from Cuton 
Lock, Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment Works, 
Maldon.  Associated 
development includes 
modifications/ 
alterations to the 
existing pipeline and a 
number of temporary 
works/provisions 
including construction 
compounds, laydown 
(storage) areas and 
accesses. 

19/12/13 Granted Delegated 
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Braintree 
District 

CC/BTE/02/14 Halstead 
Highways 
Depot, Fenn 
Road, Braintree, 
Halstead,  
CO9 2HG 
 

Demolition of a 
redundant garage and 
store to the north-west 
of the site (east of the 
site entrance). 

09/01/14 Granted  

Chelmsford City ESS/59/13/CHL Brook End 
Water 
Treatment 
Works, 
Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment 
Works, Maldon 

The construction and 
operation of a new 
effluent underground 
pipeline from Cuton 
Lock, Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment Works, 
Maldon.  Associated 
development includes 
modifications/alteration
s to the existing 
pipeline and a number 
of temporary 
works/provisions 
including construction 
compounds, laydown 
(storage) areas and 
accesses. 
 

19/12/13 Granted Delegated 

Chelmsford City ESS/24/12/CHL St Cleres Hall 
Pit,Main Road, 
Danbury, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 4AR 

The continuation of the 
existing ready - mix 
concrete plant and 
ancillary structures as 
permitted by Planning 
Permission 
ESS/58/06/CHL until 
31 December 2013. 
 

20/12/13 Withdrawn Delegated 

Chelmsford City ESS/58/12/CHL St. Cleres Hall 
Pit, Main Road,  
Danbury, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 4AR 

Continuation of mineral 
extraction and 
retention and use of 
processing plant until 1 
August 2015 and 
continuation of 
importation of 
unprocessed 
aggregates from Royal 
Oak Quarry 
(Chelmsford Road, 
Woodham Mortimer) 
only for a limited 
period until 31 
December 2013 (part 
retrospective). 
 

20/12/13 Granted Delegated 

Colchester 
Borough 

CC/COL/50/13 Lexden Springs 
School, 
Halstead Road, 
Colchester,  
CO3 9AB 

The provision of a new 
modular classroom for 
a temporary period 
until 31 December 
2018. 
 

20/12/13 Granted Delegated 
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Love your Library this February and you could win an ipad! 

February 2014 is a great time to join Essex Libraries! Join us this month and you will 
be entered into a prize draw for a chance to win an ipad.  

 If you have haven’t been to one of our libraries recently then you may not be familiar 
with the wide range of services we offer. It’s so much more than books these days 
(although we have a wide range of these too!). Our 74 libraries are at the heart of the 
community offering a wealth of services including free wi-fi, computer courses, 
homework help, Baby and Toddler rhyme times, e-books, Work Clubs, Reading 
Groups and much more. 

If you are already a member then we don’t want you to miss out. Recommend a 
friend (or friends) to join in February and you will be entered into a separate prize 
draw for an ipad too.   

Find out more at www.essex.gov.uk/jointhelibrary 

Prizes kindly supplied by BorrowBox (ebooks supplier to Essex Libraries) 

 

 

Maldon District ESS/59/13/CHL Brook End 
Water 
Treatment 
Works, 
Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment 
Works, Maldon 

The construction and 
operation of a new 
effluent underground 
pipeline from Cuton 
Lock, Chelmsford to 
Langford Water 
Treatment Works, 
Maldon.  Associated 
development includes 
modifications/alteration
s to the existing 
pipeline and a number 
of temporary 
works/provisions 
including construction 
compounds, laydown 
(storage) areas and 
accesses. 
 

19/12/13 Granted Delegated 

Uttlesford 
District 

ESS/51/13/UTT Highwood 
Quarry, Little 
Canfield, 
CM6 1SL 

Retrospective 
application for 
extension to Bund 7 
located on the northern 
boundary of Highwood 
Quarry by 15 metres to 
the north. 

07/01/14 Granted Delegated 



This information is issued by  
Essex County Council, Making the Links/Customer Operations. 
You can contact us in the following ways:

By email:  
angela.balcombe@essex.gov.uk

Visit our website: 
www.essex.gov.uk
Community Initiatives Fund: www.essex.gov.uk/cif

By telephone: 
01245 437308

By post:  
Essex County Council, Making the Links/Customer Operations,  
C308 County Hall, Chelmsford CM1 1LX

 
Read our online magazine at essex.gov.uk/youressex

Follow us on
  

Essex_CC

Find us on
  

facebook.com/essexcountycouncil

The information contained in this document can be translated, and/
or made available in alternative formats, on request.
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